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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
 

This book is the story of Camp Thomas.  It is not intended to be another book on 

the Spanish American War.  For readers who are primarily interested in the war, I would 

recommend the publications listed in the bibliography or the excellent Spanish American 

War Centennial Website at http://www.spanamwar.com/. 

 

My interest in Camp Thomas began more than thirty years ago when I worked 

with Dr. Jeffrey L. Brown, with the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Institute of 

Archaeology on the Highway 27 relocation project at Chickamauga and Chattanooga 

National Military Park.  We began this summer long research project with great 

expectations for finding great quantities of cultural material from the American Civil 

War.  At the end of the summer, however, we found that all the Civil War material that 

we had recovered could be held in one hand, while we had found large quantities of 

material from the Camp Thomas occupation during the Spanish American War.  By far, 

most of the items recovered were small patent medicine bottles.  It was then that I learned 

that during the war more people died from disease at Camp Thomas than were killed in 

the fighting in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.  

 

More recently, I have done extensive work dealing with the Chickamauga 

campaign under contract with local and county governments.  The major accomplishment 

of this activity was the development of the Chickamauga Campaign Heritage Trail 

featuring a number of interpretative signs.  A few months ago, John Culpepper, City 

Manager of the town of Chickamauga, and Commissioner Bebe Heiskell of Walker 

County discussed with me the possibility of creating several similar interpretative signs 

dealing with the significance of the Lytle community on the west side of the Military 

Park during the Spanish American War.  While doing the necessary research to 

accomplish this matter, I was surprised at the vast quantity of primary source material 

that is available dealing with Camp Thomas. 

 

I then discussed the possibility of doing a book length treatment of Camp Thomas 

that would be a valuable addition to similar projects promoting historic tourism in the 

local area.  They responded with interest, and Commissioner Heiskell agreed to provide 

funding for the project.  The present study was, therefore, made possible by support from 

the City of Chickamauga and the Walker County Commission.  Special thanks are due to 

John Culpepper and Commissioner Bebe Heiskell of Walker County.   

 

The book on Camp Thomas was made possible through the earlier work of 

numerous researchers and the assistance of many individuals, and I would like to take 

this time to acknowledge their help and express my thanks for all that they did.   

 

In all aspects of the study, R. Bruce Wilkey, who also provided the necessary 

photography and computer abilities, assisted me.  From the time that the project was first 

conceived, I received strong support and encouragement from the personnel at the 

Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park.  The work would have been much 

more difficult had it not been for the years of intense research conducted by Jim Ogden, 



Park Service Historian, on all aspects of the grounds of the Chickamauga Chattanooga 

National Military Park.  Mr. Ogden was also very helpful in finding many of the 

important photographs used in the book, including some that were taken by Engineer 

Betts, himself. 

 

The archival research was largely conducted in the archives of the Chattanooga 

African American Museum, the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park 

archives, the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library, the Chattanooga-Hamilton 

County Bicentennial Library, and the Chattanooga National Cemetery.  My thanks to the 

personnel and staff at all these facilities.  My major source of material was taken from the 

complete microfilm collections of the Chattanooga Times available at the Chattanooga-

Hamilton County Bicentennial Library.  The library staff spent hours and hours making 

copies of these records for me, as well as finding additional material from their special 

collections.  My second major source was the Spanish American War Centennial 

Website.  Several printed sources, to be cited in the text, were also helpful.  Also very 

helpful was Chapter VI, Military Use of the Park, of Chickamauga and Chattanooga 

Administrative History, http://www.nps.gov/archive/chch/adhi/adhi6.htm. 

 

The format of the book was largely dictated by the sources.  The main chapters, 

preceded by an introduction to put the situation in historical context, and followed by an 

afterward, cover the months of April through September and give, for the most part, a day 

to day account of what was taking place at Camp Thomas. 

       

I also want to express my thanks to a number of other individuals who provided 

encouragement and helped with the project in various ways.  These include Melvin 

Wimpey, Bobbie Perra, Gladys Wooten, Larry Wheeler, and Freddie and Regina Parris.  

 

The combined efforts of all these people, as well as numerous others, who helped 

in small ways, made the study a success.  As project director, however, any errors of fact 

or omission are, of course, my own.  Hopefully they are few.  This work is not intended 

to be the final word on the subject.  Rather, it has been my purpose to establish a 

comprehensive database that can stimulate additional research and provide a framework 

for additional information as further work is done or new facts come to light.  

 

      E. Raymond Evans 

      501 Readôs Lake Road 

      Chattanooga, Tennessee 37415 

       revans@chattanooga.net 

 



 



Introduction  
 

Cuba was the first large landmass to be occupied by Europeans, with Spanish 

control that dated back to Christopher Columbus.  The island became the center of 

Spainôs first western colonization move in the sixteenth century.  The sugar rich island 

came to be called ñthe Pearl of the Antilles.ò   Following the American Revolution, this 

island, located only ninety miles away from the North American mainland, was 

frequently a subject of interest in the United States. 

 

In 1823, when John Quincy Adams, was Secretary of State, he said: ñThe apple 

severed from the tree must fall to the ground. Cuba severed from Spain, and incapable of 

self-support, can gravitate only toward the North American Union (United States), which 

by the same law of nature cannot cast her off from its bosom.ò The United States had a 

long history of attempting to acquire Cuba with it rich sugar fields and the natural 

Caribbean port at Havana. In 1848, following the Mexican War, President James K. Polk 

offered Spain $100 million for Cuba, an offer that was quickly and curtly rejected. Six 

years later the American ministers to France, Spain and England joined in writing a 

confidential memorandum to Washington (known as the Ostend Manifesto) urging 

President Franklin Pierce to either purchase Cuba or forcefully wrest control of the island 

from Spain.  American mercenaries, then called ñfilibusters,ò took part in the periodic 

attempts at revolution against Spain in Cuba.  Having lost most of its New World 

possessions, except for Cuba and Puerto Rico, Spain seemed determined to hold on to 

these islands. 

 

Following the American Civil War, between 1868 and 1878, there was a ten-year 

period of revolutionary action against Spain.  U.S. sympathies lay with the Cuban 

insurgents, particularly in the South where mercenary actions ð military  expeditions by 

private adventurers ð were encouraged and supported by the American citizenry. 

Leaders in the revolt like Jose Marti often operated on U. S. soil as they plotted the 

overthrow of Spanish rule. In 1873 the Spanish captured the Cuban ship Virginius, a 

vessel of the Filibusters. It was fraudulently flying the American flag as it ferried arms to 

the Cuban insurgents. Captain Joseph Fry and 52 of his crew and passengers, largely 

mercenaries, were executed.  Among the dead were several American and British 

citizens.  

 

In other times, such an incident might have led to immediate war, and this was the 

first thought of President Ulysses S. Grant.  A few years later, Fred Grant, the son of the 

president, stated:  ñMy father planned, in ô73, in the midst of the Virginius excitement, a 

raid into the heart of Spain.  The plan was to land 50,000 veterans of the Civil War on the 

shore of Biscay, to send them under Sheridan to take the Spanish Capitol, and to 

immediately reinforce them with another 100,000 men.ò  Civil War hero Daniel Edgar 

Sickles, now the U. S.  Minister to Spain, was infuriated and might have rendered any 

hope for negotiations futile. Fortunately for the Spaniards, however, Secretary of State 

Hamilton Fish took negotiations out of Sickles' hand, settling the matter peaceably with 

Spain, which paid an $80,000 indemnity to the families of those Americans executed. 

 



When the Ten Years War ended in 1878, the Cuban bid for independence had 

been crushed and Spain continued to tenuously hold its Caribbean asset. The sad loss 

could not, however, diminish the desire the Cuban patriots held for independence. Within 

20 years it rose again, with a renewed fervor. Meanwhile attitudes in the United States 

were becoming more and more imperialistic and the American people were taking a new 

view of their nation in the affairs of a world that advances in technology had made much 

smaller. Even as rebellion broke out anew in Cuba in 1895, the United States was taking 

a more active role in events in the western hemisphere. While intervening in a dispute 

between Venezuela and Great Britain, Secretary of State Richard Olney echoed the 

growing American sentiment: ñThe United States is practically sovereign upon this 

continent, and its fiat is law upon subjects to which it confines its interposition.ò 

 

In April 1895 the bid for independence in Cuba was renewed in earnest. Patriots, 

willing to expend every energy and even their own lives to oust the Spanish, began 

arming themselves and conducting bloody campaigns against their oppressors. In 

response, the Spanish government sent General Valeriano Weyler y Nicolau to pacify the 

island in 1896. General Weyler responded by identifying districts that posed the greatest 

trouble to maintaining control over Cuba, then herded the civilian populations in those 

districts to detention camps near military headquarters. It was a policy he called 

reconcentrado. As a result of this action, more than 100,000 Cubans starved or died of 

disease before General Weyler was recalled in October, 1897. 

 

In 1895 William Randolph Hearst acquired the New York Journal and 

immediately launched a circulation war against the other giant of newspaper publishing, 

Joseph Pulitzer's New York World. To compete for readers, the two newspapers stooped 

to heavy coverage of scandal and sex-related content beneath glaring headlines designed 

to capture attention.  This form of journalism came to be called the Yellow Press. The 

heavy-handed tactics of General Weyler in Cuba made for sensational reporting in the 

media of the yellow press. He became known as the "Butcher", and sensational stories of 

his brutality ran under blazing headlines that read: "Spanish Cannibalism", "Inhuman 

Torture", and worse. In the traditions of David and Goliath, Cuban patriots were 

portrayed as heroically defending their homeland against a brutal and aggressive enemy 

with no conscience. The truth of the news didn't matter as much as the ability of a 

headline to capture attention..."Amazon Warriors Fight for Rebels"...or the potential of a 

story to incite the emotions of the reader for more. 

 

The Spanish recall of General Weyler on October 31, 1897 might have otherwise 

robbed the media of the prime subject of their inflammatory stories were it not for the 

continued unrest in Cuba. Building on stories already written and widely known, and 

with a battery of reporters and artists. Two years earlier a 25-year old author inspired a 

nation by reliving the sacrifice and glory of Civil War service with the release of his 

second novel, The Red Badge of Courage. Now Stephen Crane joined the battery of 

writers chronicling the valiant struggle for freedom in Cuba. Even with the absence of 

Weyler, tensions mounted and Spain was portrayed as a poor ruler about to leap from the 

frying pan into the fire of Cuba.  Hearst sent the famous Western artist Frederick 

Remington to Cuba to sketch Cuban insurgents fighting for their independence from 



Spain. After several months, Remington had found little to draw and wired New York, 

"Everything quiet, no trouble here. There will be no war. I wish to return." 

 

Hearst reportedly responded to Remington's appraisal of the situation in Cuba and 

his request to come home with the following: You furnish the pictures and I'll furnish the 

war." 

 

Richard Harding Davis, a noted writer, compiled a story about a U. S. ship being 

stopped by Spanish authorities because Cuban female insurgent was on board.  The 

woman was taken to a closed cabin and searched by a matron.  Hearst ran the story as an 

American women being strip searched, Remington dutifully sketched a provocative 

picture of a naked women being systematically searched by thee male Spaniards.  Neither 

the story nor the illustration were based on fact, and Davis strongly protested.  

Nevertheless, this drawing went far to incite American outrage against Spain. 

 

Meanwhile the American consul in Havana, Fitzhugh Lee, was becoming 

increasingly concerned for the safety of American citizens in Cuba. (A Confederate 

general in the Civil War and nephew of Robert E. Lee, "Fitz" Lee is often confused by 

historians of these events with Fitzhugh Henry Lee, the son of Robert E. Lee and also a 

Confederate general.) On January 1, 1898 Spain demonstrated its desire to avoid war in 

the Caribbean when it instituted a limited political autonomy in Cuba. It was too little, 

too late for the ardent revolutionaries who would settle for nothing less than full 

independence. Meanwhile, the Spanish government had supporters of its own in Cuba, an 

opposing force of citizens who had supported General Weyler and who now opposed the 

limited autonomy afforded the island's inhabitants. On January 12th these Spanish 

loyalists rioted, prompting new concerns for the safety of American citizens in Cuba. 

Five days later Consul Lee requested the President to dispatch an American vessel in a 

show of American presence in the region of increasingly violent civil unrest. On January 

24th, after clearing such a visit with the reluctant and nervous government in Madrid, the 

second class battleship U.S.S. Maine was dispatched from Key West, Florida. The 

impressive American battleship arrived in Havana the following day. 

 

In the weeks that followed Consul Lee reported to Washington that the presence 

of the Maine had a calming effect on the unrest in Cuba. He requested that the Navy 

prepare to send another battleship to Havana when it came time to relieve the Maine. It 

almost appeared that the situation in Cuba might settle down. Spain didn't want war...its 

aging fleet would be no match for the might of the United States Navy. President 

McKinley had repeatedly called for negotiations, and in this new year at the close of the 

century, Spain had provided a limited political autonomy to the people of Cuba. Then 

came the first attack. 

 

One might say that the first attack of the Spanish-American War was not made 

with bullets, but with words. Back in Washington, D.C. the Spanish Minister Enrique de 

Lome wrote a letter to a Spanish editor who was traveling in the United States. The 

communication was stolen by a Cuban official in the Havana Post office and passed on to 

the New York Journal, which printed it on February 9th. In that letter the Spanish 



Minister expressed his adverse personal reaction to the U.S. President's message to 

Congress in December of the previous year. The undiplomatic diplomat stated in his 

letter that President McKinley was "weak and a bidder for admiration of the crowd...(that 

he was) a would-be politician who tries to leave a door open behind himself while 

keeping on good terms with the jingoes of his party." 

 

In fact, President McKinley had been one of the cooler heads in government 

where the subject of war with Spain was becoming increasingly hawkish. An American 

public already incensed by the yellow press, was becoming more and more ardent in their 

calls for American intervention in Cuba. Now the citizenry saw the attack by a Spanish 

diplomat on the US President as the ultimate proof of Spain's disrespect and arrogance 

towards the United States and events in neighboring Cuba. De Lome's resignation, and 

even a reluctant apology from Spain, could not assuage the anger of the American people 

or the sensational reporting on the incident in the media. 

 

President McKinley could have selected no finer ship from the US Naval fleet to 

display the colors in Havana than the vessel he dispatched from Key West on January 

25th. The U.S.S. Maine was an impressive battleship, at 319 feet long and displacing 

6,682 tons it was the largest ship ever to enter the harbor at Havana. Though only a 

second class battleship, the nine-year old vessel was among the most impressive of the 

U.S. Naval fleet. One of our country's first steel warships, the Maine was unique in the 

fleet due the fact that it had been totally designed and built by Americans. It was the 

largest ship ever actually constructed in a U.S. Navy yard. Painted the bright white of a 

peace-time US Naval Vessel, the impressive battleship boasted four of the huge 10-inch 

breech-loading rifles in additional to its smaller battery armaments. 

 

Upon arrival in Havana on Tuesday, January 25th, the U.S.S. Maine anchored at 

Buoy #4, a space reserved for war ships. Despite this, the potential for the unrest in Cuba 

to turn violent, and the Maine's impressive array of military power, the mission was a 

peaceful one. By Tuesday, February 15th the Maine had been at anchor for three weeks 

without incident. Though Lieutenant Catlin, commander of the Marine detachment,  

dutifully kept his men at a high state of alert, the crew of the Maine's biggest problem 

became boredom.  And then the Maine exploded. 

 

"I was enclosing my letter in its envelope when the explosion came," Captain 

Sigsbee later testified. "It was a bursting, rending, and crashing roar of immense volume, 

largely metallic in character. It was followed by heavy, ominous metallic sounds. There 

was a trembling and lurching motion of the vessel, a list to port. The electric lights went 

out. Then there was intense blackness and smoke. "The situation could not be mistaken. 

The Maine was blown up and sinking. For a moment the instinct of self-preservation took 

charge of me, but this was immediately dominated by the habit of command." 

 

The U.S.S. Maine was beyond hope, almost severed at the bow, and sinking 

badly. Reluctantly, Captain Sigsbee ordered the few survivors on the decks to abandon 

ship. As the waters of the harbor continued to reach out to claim the body of the 

American battleship, Sigsbee directed its evacuation. When no one else was left alive, the 



Captain was the last to depart. By the time gigs from the nearby City of Washington and 

Alfonso XII could be dispatched to the scene of the disaster, little of the Maine remained 

above water. Through the darkness of the night the small boats searched the debris-

covered waters of the harbor for survivors, Captain Sigsbee standing in one of them 

calling into the blackness: "If there is anyone living on board, for God's sake say so!" His 

desperate cries met only silence. 

 

In the hours after the explosion aboard the Maine, the small gigs from the 

American passenger steamer and the Spanish warship Alphonso XII had given good 

account of themselves in braving the darkness, fires and secondary explosions of the 

sinking American battleship in search of survivors. Having witnessed this first-hand, 

Captain Sigsbee was reluctant to immediately blame the Spanish. In his first telegram to 

Washington he reported details of the event, then closed with the observation that "Public 

opinion should be suspended until further report." There would indeed be further reports, 

both officially and unofficially. Two days after the explosion the Navy created the 

"Sampson Board", an official inquiry into the cause of the disaster. 

 

On February 21 the Naval Court of Inquiry began their 4-week investigation in 

Havana. Simultaneously, the Spanish began their own inquiry into the matter. It would 

not be an easy process. Back in the United States there were few questions about what 

had caused the Maine to suddenly explode in the darkness of night, killing 260 American 

men. Two days after the incident the headline in the New Your World read: "MAINE 

EXPLOSION CAUSED BY BOMB OR TORPEDO?" The New York Journal was more 

specific: "THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WAR SHIP MAINE WAS THE WORK OF 

AN ENEMY." Artists created renditions showing how Spanish saboteurs had fastened an 

underwater mine to the hull of the Maine, then detonated it from shore. Randolph Hearst 

offered a $50,000 reward for "Conviction of the Criminals" and announced that "Naval 

Officers (were) Unanimous That the Ship Was Destroyed on Purpose". 

 

On March 6th the Spanish government requested the recall of U.S. Cuban Consul 

Fitzhugh Lee. In the United States citizens gathered solemnly at Capitol Hill and outside 

the White House to mourn the loss of 260 lives. Tensions continued to mount while the 

Navy conducted its official inquiry. In a Broadway bar in New York City a patron lifted 

his glass and said, "Gentlemen, remember the Maine!" A reporter from the Journal 

happened to be in the bar and wrote about the incident. When it was published America 

had a new slogan..."Remember The Main". Spaniards were burned in effigy in cities and 

town across America and soon the slogan became a war cry: "Remember the Maine, and 

To Hell with Spain!"  To be sure there were cooler heads, even as the tensions mounted. 

Amid the cries of the firebrands and the war-hawks, U.S. Speaker of the House Thomas 

B. Reed said, "A war will make a large market for gravestones." Popular author Samuel 

Clemmens (Mark Twain) continued to speak out against any possible war, urging the 

United States not to become embroiled in the affairs of distant nations. 

 

Ten days after the explosion, Under Secretary of the Navy Theodore Roosevelt 

cabled Commodore George Dewey with the U.S. Pacific fleet in Hong Kong. "Keep in 

full coal," the communiqué stated. "In the event of declaration of war with Spain, your 



duty will be to see that the Spanish squadron does not leave the Asiatic coast and then 

offensive operations in Philippine Islands." Itching for a fight and convinced of the truth 

of his earlier remarks about the glory of war to the Naval War College, Roosevelt went so 

far as to refer to President McKinley as a "milquetoast". McKinley, who had served in 

the Civil War and participated at the tragic battle at Antietam in the earliest days of that 

war, told one visitor to the White House: "I have been through one war; I have seen the 

dead piled up; and I do not want to see another." 

 

But the makings of war could not be avoided. As a matter of preparedness, 

President McKinley requested a $50 million dollar war fund. On March 8th the U.S. 

Congress stunned Spanish observers when it unanimously approved the request. In San 

Francisco on the western coast, the battleship Oregon was dispatched for the Caribbean. 

On March 14 the Spanish fleet under Admiral Cervera began steaming for the Cape 

Verde Islands. Throughout the period the yellow journalism of competing newspapers 

inflamed the public with more and more stories. (During the period the New York 

Journal printed an unprecedented 8 pages each day related to the U.S.S. Maine disaster.) 

 

Late in March the Spanish concluded its official inquiry and delivered the 

findings to the U.S. government on March 25. On the same day the Spanish government 

informed Washington that their investigators had determined the Maine had been 

destroyed by "internal combustion", the President announced the results of his recently 

received Sampson Inquiry. When he announced to the American public that the Naval 

Board of Inquiry had determined that the Maine was destroyed "by an external explosion 

(presumably a mine)", the war cries hit a feverish pitch. 

 

Two days later President McKinley sent these findings to Spain. He also issued 

Spain his final terms: (1) Declare an armistice, (2) End the re-concentration policy in 

Cuba initiated by General Weyler, and (3) Begin the process of granting Cuba 

independence. The public excitement for war continued to grow.  On the first day of 

April, l898, the Chattanooga Times proclaimed in large headlines:  THE DEMANDS OF 

THE UNITED STATES ARE REJECTED! SPAIN WILL NOT MAKE FURTHER 

CONCESSIONS.  The United States will Give Spain Just 24 Hours Longer! The Matters 

Rapidly Coming to a Crisis, and That Crisis Looks Like WAR!  On the same day, the U. 

S. House of Representatives authorized 22.6 million dollars for naval vessels.   

 

            On April 3, public enthusiasm for the coming war was sweeping the country.  The 

New York World reported that the noted showman ñBuffalo Billò had declared that thirty 

thousand Indian fighters could clear the Spaniards out of Cuba in sixty days.  Frank 

James, brother of the better known Confederate soldier and bank robber, Jesse James, 

volunteered to lead a company of cowboys to liberate Cuba.  It was reported that six 

hundred Sioux Indians were ready to go to war in Cuba.  William Randolph Hearstôs 

Journal proposed a regiment of American athletes who ñwould over awe any Spanish 

regiment by their mere appearance.  They would scorn Krag-Jorgensen and Mauser 

bullets.ò (OôToole 1984: 165.)   



Chapter I: APRIL  
 

            On April 5, the Chattanooga Times announced, on page one, that ñChickamauga 

will soon be camping ground for United States Regulars.ò  The article explained that the 

regular armyôs 25th Infantry Regiment was being gathered from assorted military posts in 

Montana and preparing for transfer to the nearby Chickamauga National Military Park.   

 

            As the countryôs first military park, Chickamauga was thought from the start to be 

an excellent training ground for both the regular army and state militia units.  As relations 

worsened with Spain and the inevitability of war became apparent, the use of the 

Chickamauga battlefield part of the military park came under consideration. Not only 

could Chickamauga offer an expansive concentration and training point for troops, the 

location was ideal in that it lay adjacent to railroad linkage to all parts of the country, 

especially the Gulf and South Atlantic coasts.  General Miles was quoted as saying that 

ñChickamauga is an excellent place for the concentration of a large body of troops and it 

is believed that that location has been seriously considered by Secretary [of War] Alger 

as a point for the preliminary gathering of troops in case of war. 

 

            The regular U. S. Army, at this time, totaled little more than 26,000 men and 

2,000 officers. And the mass of experienced combat troops were garrisoned at numerous 

forts throughout the west. It was no surprise, under the circumstances, that among the 

first units ordered to Cuba were the four black regiments. They were selected primarily 

on the basis of recent experience and their record on the Plains, but there was also the 

judgment of the War Department that blacks were immune to the diseases of the tropics 

and capable of more activity in high, humid temperatures. This erroneous thinking 

resulted in a concerted effort to recruit blacks for the formation of more "immune" troops. 

Whatever the motives for mobilizing black regulars, the soldiers themselves welcomed 

the opportunity to demonstrate their "soldierly qualities" and win respect for their race 

 

            The Pope, hoping to preserve the peace, attempted to intervene in the dispute 

between the U. S. and Spain.  He pleaded with President McKinley to refrain from a 

declaration of war while his negotiations were on going.  McKinley responded by 

telegram on April 6 that while he was extremely sensible of the imitative taken by the 

pontiff, it was impossible for him to overcome the prejudice, even though it might be 

unjustified, that was entertained by a majority of the American people against the 

Vaticanôs intervention in political affairs.  

  

            Also on April 6, the ambassadors of Britain, France, Austria-Hungary, Germany, 

Italy, and Russia called on President McKinley at the White House with a note signed by 

all of them. In a formal meeting, the note was read to the President by the British 

ambassador.  Written in diplomatic language, the note contained a ñpressing appeal to the 

feelings of humanity and moderation of the president and the American people in their 

existing differences of Spain.ò  It expressed the hope ñthat further negotiations will lead 

to an agreement which, while securing the maintenance of peace, will afford all necessary 

guaranties for the reestablishment of order in Cuba.ò  The British ambassador concluded 

by saying ñWe hope for humanityôs sake you will not go to war.ò 



 

            ñWe hope,ò McKinley replied, ñif we do, you will understand it is for humanityôs 

sake.ò  (OôToole 1984: 167.) 

 

            All interest in the local area, however, centered on the hopes for a military 

presence at Chickamauga Park.  On April 7, the Chattanooga Times printed an article 

headed ñChickamauga! The National Park Officially Recognized by the War 

Department.ò  The article stated:  ñEngineer Betts of the park commission received a 

telegram yesterday morning from Gen. Boynton at Washington, D. C. stating that the 

Twenty-fifth Infantry, Col. Burt commanding, would arrive in this city next week 

(Monday or Tuesday) from Fort Keog, Mont., and go into camp at Chickamauga Parké  

The Twenty-fifth Infantry is made up of detachments from Keog, Fort Missoula and Fort 

Miles and is a full regiment of 600 regulars.  This regiment has 320,000 pounds of 

baggage and it will require twenty-five cars, fifteen for the soldiers, and ten for their 

baggage to transport the solders from the west to this cityé  Postmaster Sharp, chairman 

of the military post committee, stated that the encampment of the Twenty-fifth Infantry 

would lead to the establishment of a permanent garrison there.  This order he said, was 

the work of Gen. Boynton, who is a good friend of this city, and who brought the fact of 

the availability of the park, as a military headquarters, to the War Department.ò 

 

            Atlanta, however, was also aware of the economic benefits of having a large 

military base nearby, and pushed the War Department to make Fort McPherson, located 

about six miles from Atlanta, the major regional military facility for the coming war.  

They slyly pointed out that there was not enough drinking water at Chickamauga.  This 

was reported by the Chattanooga Times and strongly objected to by the same reporter.  

ñThe above dispatch was written in Atlanta, inspired no doubt by the selfish desire of that 

city to secure everything in sight,ò he wrote.  ñAll the talk about lack of water at 

Chickamauga is pure nonsense.  Two armies of 100,000 thirty-five years ago found the 

water of Chickamauga ample and since that time additional facilities are at hand.  The 

Chattanooga Water Works has mains within two miles of the park and can extend mains 

to it in seventy-two hours, if necessary and supply 50,000 men from that source alone.ò   

 

            The following day, Engineer Betts made a strong response to the Atlanta claims.  

ñDuring the dedication [of the park],ò he stated, there were 40,000 people, to say nothing 

of a battery of artillery and a regiment of soldiers at Chickamauga park on one day.  In 

addition to this the LaFayette road, running through the park, was lined with vehicles on 

both sides of the road.  By consulting The Times of that date, you will find that the 

dedication occurred at the height of a remarkable drought such as had rarely been seen in 

this locality, yet for all that, we furnished the crowd at the park with ice water all during 

the dedication.  The water was drawn from the eleven wells, which the commission had 

drilled in the park a short time before the dedication.  The Atlanta people donôt know 

what they are talking about in this matter, and I want to tell you something about our 

water supply out there.  Chickamauga Park is on a stone foundation and water can be had 

wherever a well is sunk.  These eleven wells are from 100 to 150 feet deep and equipped 

with the latest double action pumps.  They are located conveniently as follows:  Four 

wells at regular distances on the LaFayette Road, each supplied with a trough.  Then 



there is a well at headquarters, one at the rostrum and another at the Brotherton house, a 

well at the Kelly place; and also at Alexander bridge, the Snodgrass house and the 

Vittetoe place.  These are all cased wells and no surface water gets into them.  They are 

drilled in solid rock, tapping live springs and furnishing an abundance of good water.  In 

addition to these wells there are six bold springs on the reservation, each covered over 

and provided with a pump for watering horseséò  

 

            Betts further stated that plans were underway to drill four additional wells on the 

park.  He also mentioned activities in preparation for the arrival of the 25th Infantry.   

ñThe park force at present,ò he pointed out, ñconsists of 150 men, fifty teams and 

wagons, monument trucks, etc., all of which will be placed at the disposal of the troops in 

the work of unloading their baggage and stores and transporting them to the camp.ò  Mr. 

Betts also set part of the force at work cutting a supply of wood to be used by the soldiers 

during their sojourn at the park.  

 

            ñThe Twenty-fifth regiment from Fort Keogh, Mont., which will arrive at 

Chickamauga Park about Monday or Tuesday, is composed of Negro soldiers, officered 

by white men,ò the paper concluded.  ñIn speaking of this matter yesterday, Maj. 

Kingman sand that colored troops had proven very efficient in the cold climate of 

Montana, where they have done good service against the Indians.  The Twenty-fifth 

infantry, and in fact, all other troops that will be ordered into camp at the Park, will come 

here provided with a complete quartermasterôs outfit and a corps of cooks and scullions.  

The quartermasterôs stores will arrive along with the baggage and will be set up in the 

Park wherever the troops camp.  As these stores run out from time to time (and they will 

not come provided with very much) supplies will be purchased by the quartermaster from 

local merchants, thus turning a good deal of Uncle Samôs money loose in this city.ò 

            

            On Saturday, April 9, the anticipated arrival time of the 25th Infantry Regiment 

was pushed up to Thursday of the following week, rather than Monday or Tuesday.  ñThe 

Chickamauga Park authorities have been notified,ò the Chattanooga Times stated, ñthat 

the Twenty-fifth Infantry will leave Fort Missoula tomorrow, and will arrive at 

Chickamauga Park on Thursday.  It is stated that these soldiers are sent here first because 

they will be the first to be sent to Cuba in case of war.  Other troops are getting ready to 

come to the Park at a moments notice, and it is stated on good authority, that if war is 

declared Chickamauga Park will be the mobilizing point.  The government has plenty of 

room at the park, fine grounds for camping, excellent water, high and healthy locations 

and the best of railroad facilities for moving large bodies of men speedilyé  The 

Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern Railroad Company put a large force of men at work at 

Chickamauga Park yesterday grading and building additional side tracks, platforms and 

sheds for the accommodation of troops and trains.ò 

             

            ñAt the time when the press of the country was urging a declaration of war, and 

when Minister Woodford, at Madrid, was exhausting all the arts of peace, in order that 

the United States might get prepared for war,ò Edward A. Johnson, historian of the 25th 

Infantry Regiment, later wrote, ñthe men of the 25th Infantry were sitting around red-hot 

stoves, in their comfortable quarters in Montana, discussing the doings of Congress, 



impatient for a move against Spain. After great excitement and what we looked upon as a 

long delay, a telegraphic order came. Not for us to leave for the Department of the South, 

but to go to that lonely sun-parched sandy island Dry Tortugas. In the face of the fact that 

the order was for us to go to that isolated spot, where rebel prisoners were carried and 

turned lose during the war of the rebellion, being left there without guard, there being 

absolutely no means of escape, and where it would have been necessary for our safety to 

have kept Sampson's fleet in sight, the men received the news with gladness and cheered 

as the order was read to them. The destination was changed to Key West, Florida, then to 

Chickamauga Park, Georgia. It seemed that the war department did not know what to do 

with the soldiers at first.  Early Sunday morning, April 10, 1898, Easter Sunday, amidst 

tears of lovers and others endeared by long acquaintance and kindness, and the 

enthusiastic cheers of friends and well-wishers, the start was made for Cuba.  It is a fact 

worthy of note that Easter services in all the churches in Missoula, Montana, a town of 

over ten thousand inhabitants, was postponed the morning of the departure of the 25th 

Infantry, and the whole town turned out to bid us farewell. Never before were soldiers 

more encouraged to go to war than we.  Being the first regiment to move, from the west, 

the papers had informed the people of our route. At every station there was a throng of 

people who cheered as we passed. Everywhere the Stars and Stripes could be seen. 

Everybody had caught the war fever.ò  

 

            On April 11, former Confederate General A. P. Stewart, now Park Superintendent 

at Chickamauga, published a call in the Chattanooga Times for men to volunteer for 

service in the National Reserve.  He included a convenient enrollment blank with the ad.  

ñThe work of preparation at the Chickamauga National park,ò the paper stated,  ñfor the 

reception of the United States troops ordered, and to be ordered to the rendezvous there to 

be ready for duty in case of war with Spain goes bravely on, despite the efforts of the 

Atlanta newspapers to divert the attention of the war department from the park to the red 

hills adjoining that city.ò  It was also announced that General H. V. Boynton was coming 

from Washington to superintend the work of preparation at the park and ñsee that nothing 

is omitted.ò 

 

            The question of whether Chickamauga or Atlanta would get the troops was settled 

on April 12.  ñThe following Associated Press telegram,ò reported the Chattanooga 

Times, ñsettles the question about which Atlanta has been having so many óconniptionô 

fits as to the mobilization of troops at Chickamauga Park.  Atlanta will still remain the 

headquarters of the department of the Gulf, but Chattanooga will be the rendezvous of the 

moving troops from the west; and in as much as nearly all of the regulars are in the west 

Chattanooga seems to have gotten the best of it.  The telegram says: 

 

 ñOrders have been received from Washington placing the Chickamauga camping 

ground under the jurisdiction of Gen. John R. Brooks, of the Department of the Lakes.  

Preparations are being made to receive the troops when they arrive at the rendezvous.  

Forage and other supplies have been contracted for from Chicago.  The Twenty-fifth 

Infantry, a colored regiment, will probably be the first on the ground.ò 

 



 Local businessmen lost no time in acting to take advantage of the situation.  

ñEvery grain, wood, and hay dealer in the city,ò the reporter continued, ñhave submitted 

bids for furnishing the troops at Chickamauga Park with supplies.  The bids, some forty 

or fifty in number, were sent in to Quartermaster Lee at Chicago yesterday, and, for the 

information of those parties who have submitted bids, the contract will be awarded on 

Friday, April 14, 1898, on which date the Twenty-fifth infantry, under Col. Andrew S. 

Burt, will arrive in this city.  The party who receives the contract must then be prepared 

to furnish whatever portion of the supplies as may be required at that time.ò   

 

            ñGen. H. V. Boynton, Chairman of the National Chickamauga Park Commission, 

arrived yesterday at 5:45 oôclock from Washington D. C. and is at the Reid House,ò the 

Chattanooga Times reported on April 13.  ñGen. Boynton was met at the depot by 

Engineer Betts, with whom he spent several hours in conversation relative to park 

matters.  Gen. Boynton was seen later by a Times reporter.  Concerning the Park and 

military matters in general, he said: 

 

            ñI will be here until the latter part of next week.  The Park Commission, as you 

doubtless know, is under the war department, and my object in coming here is to look 

over the park with Mr. Betts and see what we can do to make it available in every sense 

of the word as a place for the concentration of a large body of troops.  As to the number 

of troops that will come to the park I am unable to state.  The Twenty-fifth infantry is 

under orders to move to Chickamauga Park, and are on the way, and the troops 

throughout the west, are under orders to move either to the Park or Atlanta, on an hourôs 

notice, but as the case now stands, they are all, with the exception of the Twenty-fifth, 

awaiting the solution of the Cuban question by congress, and until that body takes steps, 

either for war or peace, it is impossible to state anything definite as to the troops to be 

encamped at the Park. 

 

 ñThe Twenty-fifth infantry, according to the war department schedule, is due here 

Thursday morning.  This regiment is a very fine body of men, and their drilling is 

something remarkable.  The soldiers are colored, commanded by white officers, and they 

have a splendid record, having seen some of the hardest Indian fighting in the west.  The 

commander, Col. Andrew Burt, is a very fine gentleman and a first class officer.  He 

served on Gen. Rosecransô staff during the war, and at the battles of Chickamauga and 

Missionary Ridge.  He is therefore very well acquainted with this section, and knows the 

topography of the park like a book.  The Twenty-fifth infantry will, in all probability, go 

into camp on the Dyer field, in Chickamauga Park, and will put in their time drilling and 

maneuvering.  I do not know how long they will be stationed at the Park. 

 

 ñI have not seen Gen. Miles recently, but the general opinion at Washington, both 

in the war department and congress, is that the government owns no tract equal to 

Chickamauga Park as a rendezvous and point of concentration for troops.  It is moreover 

regarded by the war department as a strategic point of the highest order; a place where 

troops can be concentrated and quickly dispatched to all fortifications along the southern 

Atlantic and eastern Gulf coasts.  In fact Chickamauga Park is destined to become the 

great maneuvering ground for the United States Army, as well as for state troops.  It has 



advantages not to be found elsewhere.  Chickamauga Park is, moreover, a healthy 

locality, and the encampment of troops from New Orleans and Atlanta at that point last 

summer brought this matter to the attention of the war department quite prominently. 

 

 ñThere is room, ample room at that, for an army of 50,000 men at the park.  What 

I mean by room is that the area is sufficient for military evolutions of every description.  

In the event of hostilities, or war, I feel pretty certain that the government would 

assemble a very large army at the Park.  Their idea in so doing would be, of course, to use 

the Park as a field of instruction and preparation.  The idea in stationing the Twenty-fifth 

infantry regiment at the Part, rather than sending them to the Dry Tortugas, is to keep 

them in a healthy locality as long as possible, and thus avoid sickness breaking out in the 

ranks.ò 

 

 The reporter concluded with an update on the bidding activities, and commented 

on improvements to the water supply at the Park.  ñEngineer Betts was the recipient 

yesterday of an immense number of bids from nearly every merchant in the city for 

furnishing almost anything and everything from beef to a dayôs labor.  Mr. Betts sent the 

entire batch off to Quartermaster Lee in Chicago.  Mr. Betts was also visited by several 

dozen Negroes, who were anxious to secure various and sundry jobs at the Park when the 

soldiers arrive, such as ótotinô in wood  and water, etc.ô  The well digging at the park is 

going on at a lively rate, and the four additional wells will be finished  by Friday.  Pumps 

for these wells are already on the ground.ò 

 

 On Thursday, April 14, the Chattanooga Times published an Associated Press 

telegram that stated:  ñComplete arrangements have been made for the immediate 

mobilization of practically the entire military force of the government at the 

Chickamauga National Park at the first signs of trouble.  It is expected, in case of 

necessity, a call will be issued for about 40,000 troops, preferably from the National 

Guard of the different states and territories.ò  Several new developments at the park were 

announced.  Mr. Betts men had cut 200 cords of wood and stacked them around Dyer 

field for the use of the expected 25th Infantry Regiment.  The Western Union Telegraph 

Company opened an office at Battlefield Station on the line of the Chattanooga, Rome 

and Southern Railroad.  The Park Commission office in the Custom house received a 

number of telegrams, written in code, for Colonel Burt, commander of the 25th Infantry 

Regiment.  The men of the 25th Infantry Regiment had been cheered by thousands of 

people as the passed through Chicago on the day before.  When questioned by reporters, 

Colonel Burt said:  ñI am absolutely without any news whatever.  I am simply pushing 

through to Chickamauga Park as fast as the railroads will take me there.ò 

 

ñThe Twenty-fifth Infantry Regiment will arrive here today,ò the Chattanooga 

Times reporter wrote, ñabout noon, possibly by 2 oôclocké It was learned that two 

companies of the Twenty-fifth Infantry ð 130, 6 officers ð have been ordered, upon 

arrival here, to proceed immediately to Key West.  The remaining 459 men and 9 

officers, including Col. Burt, will remain at Chickamauga Park.ò 

 



ñThe history of Chickamauga Park,ò a feature article in the Chattanooga Times 

stated on April 15, ñas the great military rendezvous of the United States began yesterday 

with the arrival of the Twenty-fifth infantry regiment, United States regularsé Long 

before the first section arrived, a crowd of at least 500 or 600 people congregated in the 

depot shed to witness the arrival of the troopsé When the first section, containing Col. 

Burt, and staff, and Companies G, F, and H, pulled into the shed, the crowd started 

cheering at the top of their voices and continued so for several minutes.  The largest 

portion of the throng present were Negroes.  As soon as the train came to a stop, the 

regimental band of twenty pieces struck up óThe Star Spangled Banner,ô which had the 

effect of increasing the enthusiasm of the crowd.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
25th Infantry Regimental Band. 

  

            ñThe second section contained Companies A, C, D, and E.  A few hours before 

the first section arrived, J.H. Peebles received a telegram from Col. Burt, requesting him 

to provide dinner for himself and the twenty-three white officers and seventy gallons of 

coffee for the soldiers, and as soon as they arrived, Col. Burt and his staff took dinner in 

the Union depot, while the colored soldiers were served with coffee in large buckets in 

the cars. 

 

 ñGen Boynton went to Stevenson, Ala., at 1:15 p.m. yesterday, boarded the first 

section and came to the city with Col. Burt.  On the way, Col. Burt decided not to 

proceed at once to Chickamauga Park, owing to the inclement weather and to the fact that 

they would arrive there at nightfall and experience much inconvenience and discomfort in 

pitching camp in the darkness and rain.  Col. Burt decided, therefore, to have the 

regiment remain in their cars for the night.  As soon as the two companies (G and A) for 

Key West had transferred to the Southern train, which was in readiness on the siding, the 

entire three sections pulled out of the depot and on to what is known as the ñbarracksò 

track, near the Chattanooga Gas Light Companies plant, and will leave that point at 8:20 

this morning for Chickamauga Park.ò 

 

 The reporter also provided some descriptive material about the regiment.  ñThe 

Twenty-fifth regiment, here now, is a fine body of colored soldiers, who have seen some 

hard Indian fighting in the west.  The regiment has a band of twenty pieces, a hospital 

corps of five men, with a Red Cross ambulance, but no physician, and it is likely that a 



physician will be secured at this point.  The chaplain of the regiment, Rev. Steward, is a 

colored man of the Methodist faithé 

 

 ñCol. Burt is about 49 years old, about five feet five inches tall, with gray hair and 

moustache.  He is a very pleasant and courteous gentleman, especially to newspaper men.  

Col. Burt is not a West Pointer.  He rose from the ranks, a thing of which he is very 

proud.  Col. Burt is a native of Ohio, and in 1861 responded to the first call for 

volunteers, enlisting in the 6th Ohio as a private. He is a natural born military man, and 

rose rapidly from soldier to sergeant, and then on up the line until at the Battle of 

Chickamauga he had attained the rank of major.  He was promoted from lieutenant-

colonel to colonel in 1892, at which time he took command of the Twenty-fifth regiment.  

Col. Burt has no familyé 

 

 ñSecond Lieut. Howard French, of Company A, is a former resident of this city, 

and the son of Dr. W. W. French, of this city.  Lieut. French came in on the second 

section, but before he arrived, Dr. French paid Lieut. Col. Daggett a call and requested 

that his son be allowed leave to visit his mother on Missionary Ridge, who was unable to 

come to the depot on account of ill health.  Lieut. Col. Daggett very kindly gave Lieut. 

French leave of absence until the train left, and thus he was enabled to make a flying trip 

to see his mother, returning a few minutes before the Key West special pulled out of the 

shed.  Lieut. French was met at the depot by a number of his friends, whom he had not 

seen for some timeé 

 

 ñSergt. William McBriar, colored, is the Medal of Honor man of the Twenty-fifth 

infantry.  He was given the Medal of Honor on account of a special act of bravery during 

the Apache campaign in Arizona. During an engagement he rescued a comrade in danger 

of loosing his scalp under a heavy fire from the Indians.  Sergt. Smith, colored, is the 

oldest man in the service, having enlisted in 1863 in the 10th Cavalry, and was afterward 

transferred to the Twenty-fifth infantry, in which regiment he has served for twenty-eight 

years.  He has been in a number of Indian campaigns, and served under Gen. Miles when 

the latter was a colonel. Smith is a pensioner and is about 55 years old.  Some of the 

colored soldiers are from this city.  Will Gardner, a member of the band, and Sandy 

Gardner and Green Badgett of Company B, are of this city 

 

 ñThe behavior of the large crowd at the Union depot yesterday, as well as the 

soldiers, was, on the whole, very good, and no fights or accidents occurred.  When the 

first section arrived the crowd at the southern end of the shed made a rush for the box 

cars on the siding, and by so doing came near being run over by the engine.  The depot 

was crowded with colored women of all sizes and ages to welcome the soldiers.  The 

Twenty-fifth infantry is regarded as an exceptionally fine body of men.  All of them are 

crack shots and there is a great deal of rivalry between the Twenty-fifth infantry and the 

Ninth cavalry, another very fine regiment.  The soldiers think a great deal of Col. Burt, 

who in turn sees to it that they are well treated.ò 

 

 The reporter was also pleased to report the first military contracts coming to 

Chattanooga.  ñThe contract with supplying these people with 6,652 pounds of oats, 



9,000 pounds of hay, and 2,500 pounds of straw was awarded yesterday by Quartermaster 

Lee of Chicago to T. L. Peak of this city, and he has been ordered to deliver the supply 

today.  H. J. Heinz & Co. delivered a large quantity of canned beans to the park yesterday 

and will send more out today.ò   

 

 In an effort to block some of the anti-war sentiment voiced by the Anti-

Imperialism Society, the U. S. Congress, on April 16, 1898 issued a formal resolution 

that the U. S. had no plans for the annexation of Cuba.  At the same time, the war 

department took steps to begin a total mobilization of the countryôs armed forces.  This 

was reported with obvious satisfaction by the Chattanooga Times, noting that ñsix 

regiments of cavalry [are] ordered to proceed to the National Park at once,ò and ñ6,000 

regular soldiers to be here in a few days.ò 

 

 
 

 The big news in the local area, however, was the settlement of the Twenty-fifth 

Infantry Regiment into camp at Chickamauga on a portion of the park that was being 

called ñCamp Boynton.ò   The Times reporter described their activities in detail: 

 

 ñThe Twenty-fifth infantry regiment, after spending the night in their cars on the 

óbarracks siding,ô left yesterday morning at 8:20 for Camp Boynton, arriving at a point on 

the line of the Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern road about a quarter of a mile south of 

Battlefield Station at 9 oôclock.  As soon as the trains came to a halt Col. Burt gave orders 

as to the unloading and pitching camp.  Camp Boynton was pitched in the Widow Glenn 

field, and Col. Burtôs tent and headquarters were erected at the edge of the woods on the 

eastern side of the field.  Headquarters were not established in any house, as at first 

stated, on account of the distance from camp. 



 

 ñThe whole of yesterday was taken up in unloading the trains and pitching the 

tents.  The work of unloading the trains was finished in the afternoon at 5:15 oôclock, but 

the work of transporting the wagons, supplies, etc., from the siding will not be completed 

until today.  Guard mounting will be the order of today, and tomorrow the officers and 

soldiers will take a much-needed rest.  On Monday the drilling and maneuvering will 

begin.  All of the officers, as well as the soldiers are in excellent health. 

 

 ñThe tent occupied by Col. Burt is one of the latest improved make.  During the 

Civil War soldiers and officers had reason to complain about the color of their tents, 

which let in the hot glare of the sun, and offered little or no protection from the heat.  

Within the past year or two, however, the quartermasterôs department has provided the 

army with new buff-colored tents that are a positive protection against the sunôs rays and 

afford a cool, dark shelter.  Col. Burtôs tent is of this variety, although the other tents, 

some fifty in all, are of the old-fashioned pattern and color of army tents. 

 

 
Bloody Pond, located on the west side of the park. 

 

ñWhen the army arrived at Camp Boynton yesterday morning they found the 

entire park force in readiness to assist them.  President Wilburn and H. C. Knox, traveling 

passenger agents of the Chattanooga, Rome and Southern, and Gen. Boynton were also 

on the ground and showed Col. Burt and his command every courtesy.  Gen. Boynton  

put the park carpenters at work building a telegraph station and doing other work as was 

necessary. 

 

ñCol. Andrew S. Burt was seen yesterday at his headquarters by a Times reporter, 

to whom he showed a great deal of courtesy.  He stated that he was very well pleased 

with the location, as a camp, and that he felt under special obligations to Gen. Boynton, 

who had done everything in his power to make the transfer to the park easy.  Gen. 



Boynton and Col. Burt, by the way, are lifetime friends, they having been boys together 

in Cincinnati, Col. Burtôs old home.  An error was made yesterday in stating that Col. 

Burt had no family.  It should have read that his family was not with him, having 

remained in Chicago, with the exception of his son, Lieut. R. J. Burt.  Col. Burtôs tent 

was erected and the interior furnishings put in shape by 3 oôclock, at which time the 

colonel retired for a two hours nap, the first good rest he had had, in fact, since leaving 

Montana.  Col. Burt, as well as the other officers, received a great many visitors from the 

city yesterday.  The officers, far from being distant, are very cordial and enjoy having 

people visit them.  Most of those who visited Camp Boynton came out in buggies and on 

horseback, although a good many went out and returned by railé  The soldiers were 

recruited from the southern states, a large portion being from Tennessee.  Capt. Ord was 

in the recruiting office at Nashville for a number of years, which is the home of many of 

the soldiers.  Both officers and soldiers like the location, which is on a bit of table-land, 

well drained in wet weather.  The Twenty-fifth was formerly commanded by Col. 

Andrews, Col. Burt taking command six years ago. 

 

ñQuartermaster Line was a very busy man all day yesterday, arranging the various 

mess tents, receiving and storing supplies, and issuing rations.  He was quite overrun for 

a time by grocers, grocersô agents and people who had something to sell.  He, however, 

will not purchase any food supplies for a time yet, as the regiment is provisioned for 

thirty days.  L. L. Peak delivered 6,000 pounds of oats, 9,000 pounds of hay, and 2,500 

pounds of straw at Camp Boynton, which was stored in one of the quartermasterôs tents. 

 

 
The Mule Corral.  

 

ñThe unloading of the mules and horses was an interesting site to many of the 

visitors.  They were stabled in the rear of headquarters, and enjoyed a good dayôs rest 

after their long journey.  The scene at camp was a very animated one.  Soldiers were busy 

chopping wood for the camp-fires, while others were engaged in carrying water from 



Cave Spring, a short distance from camp.  Each soldier is provided with two good army 

blankets, towels, toilet articles, etc.  The officers are provided with camp cots and 

bedding. A large number of soldiers busied themselves yesterday gathering sage grass, 

which abounds in the Dyer and Widow Glenn fields, and which they used for bedding, 

spreading their blankets over it.  The regiment is divided into several messes, each having 

its own cook.  The small army stoves are either without or within the tents, as suits the 

convenience and taste of the soldiers.  The fare is very good.  A Times reporter watched 

the men of Company E yesterday while the cooks were issuing rations.  The soldiers 

stood line, each with a tin plate, cup, knife and fork.  The cooks were sitting at different 

stoves, and as each soldier passed his plate it was filled with beans, then he passed it on 

to another cook, who ladled out corned beef or Irish stew.  Passing along further, the 

soldier received a half loaf of bread and had his tin cup filled with coffee.  Thus served 

each soldier sought a convenient seat on a wood pile or in front of his tent, and disposed 

of his meal. 

 

 
Alexanderôs Bridge at the park. 

 

 ñHeadquarters at Camp Boynton consists of Col. Burtôs tent and those of the 

quartermaster and chaplain, as well as the Postal Telegraph office and several other tents 

used for storage.  The officers are provided with good folding camp chairs, and by order 

of Gen. Boynton a large number of wooden benches used during the dedication were 

hauled to the camp yesterday and placed in front of the tents.  Each tent has a ditch dug 

around it for drainage.  The Twenty-fifth is well provided with tools, and many of the 

soldiers were engaged all day yesterday in digging these ditches about their tents.  Some 

of the soldiers are great athletes, and one fellow distinguished himself yesterday 

afternoon by running down and catching a rabbit. 

 



 ñThe soldiers are well provided with guitars, mandolins and other musical 

instruments, and the regiment boasts a mandolin glee club of eight members.  The 

regiment also has a number of mascots, pets and curiosities worthy of mention.  A great 

many of the officers own fine dogs, greyhounds, sitters, retrievers, etc., and Company E 

has a real live and full grown coyote, or prairie wolf, caught when young and perfectly 

tame.  The officers of Company E state that their mascot left them at one time in 

Montana, and remained away for several months, but returned.  His wolfship was 

provided with a dry goods box for a kennel and tied to the rear of the camp of Company 

E yesterday, where he attracted the attention of visitors, many of whom had never before 

seen a coyote.  Private Sims, of Company F, is also the possessor of a skull and horns, or 

antlers, of a male Rock Mountain sheep, or big horn, which he shot in the Bear Paw 

Mountains, Montana. 

 

 ñThe tents of the various companies are arranged in rows, leaving a sort of street 

between and running in a straight line from headquarters.  The magazine rifles are 

stacked in front of the tents, along with chests, knapsacks, haversacks, canteens, bugles, 

etc.  Each company is provided with about 200 rounds of cartridges to the man.  The 

colors are at headquarters. 

 

 ñCol. Burt is very proud of the fact that his regiment was the first to be sent to the 

front, and is very much elated to think that his command is held in such high esteem by 

the war department.  Col. Burt says that if anyone does not think his men are good 

fighters all they would have to do is look at their past record and give them a chance at 

the Spaniards.  Lieut. Reynolds J. Burt, of Company B is a son of Col. Burt, had has a 

brilliant future before him as a military man, inheriting as he does all of his fatherôs 

bravery, coolness, and good military judgment.ò 

 

 The reporter was pleased to report that Fort McPherson, near Atlanta, was being 

stripped of men and equipment.  The infantry was being sent to Tybee Island, near 

Savannah.   All ammunition was to be shipped out, and the cavalry was being transferred 

to Chickamauga.  He stated that once these orders were carried out there would be ñbut 

one officer and two men left at Fort McPherson.ò 

 

 ñHundreds of People Visit the Tenting Ground at the Park Yesterday,ò the 

Sunday, April 17 issue of the Chattanooga Times proclaimed. ñThe Twenty-fifth infantry 

regiment,ò the article continued, ñofficers and soldiers, settled themselves comfortably in 

camp yesterday.  Inspections and dress parade was the order for yesterday morning, and 

guard mounting for the rest of the day.  The remainder of the baggage wagons and 

equipment were hauled from the siding into camp yesterday morning.  Today the 

regiment will enjoy a day of solid rest and entertain visitors, and on Monday morning 

bright and early the drilling and maneuvering will begin and continue as long as the 

regiment remains at the park.  Several of the officers and a dozen or more soldiers visited 

the city yesterday, coming and going on their bicyclesé.  The Twenty-fifth Infantry, in 

addition to having a good band, and a mandolin glee club, also has a very excellent 

bicycle corps.  Although it is not generally known, nearly every infantry regiment in the 



American army these days has a corps of cyclists.  Bicycles are used by the orderlies and 

for quick messenger service. 

 

 ñThe arrival of troops at the 

Park has proven a veritable bonanza to 

the livery men.  On Saturday two of 

the best stables in this city were almost 

out of vehicles and the throng that is 

certain to visit the park today will 

make a heavy run on the stablesé 

Visitors to the park have formed some 

faint idea of the rigors of a Montana 

winter by gazing upon the fur hats and 

caps, gloves and buffalo overcoats 

which some of the soldiers of the 

Twenty-fifth brought with them.  Of 

course the soldiers will find on use for 

such clothing in this climate and it is 

only a few of them who are thus 

provided. 
      Black soldier wearing a buffalo skin coat. 

 

 ñDuring the Civil War, a large number of people living in and about the park and 

Rossville engaged in hauling supplies, foraging, etc. for both armies during the entire 

Chickamauga campaign.  These same men have remained at the park, and their sons, 

little fellows who helped their fathers during the Chickamauga campaign by holding the 

team, óscotchingô the wheels and toting water, are now grown men and  at the present, 

following in the footsteps of their fathers by working as teamsters and freighters for the 

Twenty-fifth infantry.  A Times reporter has heard several of these teamsters state that 

Camp Boynton reminded them of what they had seen during the Civil War. 

 

 ñIn fact, everything about Chickamauga Park seems a sort of reminder of the 

scenes of 1863.  Col. Burt is not a little pleased, as well as affected, by the similarity 

between then and now, and the prophetic instincts of the native population are awakened 

and stimulated by the war like appearance of the park.ò  The papers closed by reminding 

the reader that many more units were on their way to the Park.  General Brooke was also 

coming from Chicago to assume overall command. 

 

ñSeveral thousand people from this city,ò the Times reported on Monday, May 18, 

ñfrom this city, Rome, Summerville, Dalton, and Lafayette, Ga. Visited Chickamauga 

Park yesterday on horseback, bicycles and in rigsé The visitors spread themselves out 

over the park, taking in the sights and paying their respects to Col. Burt and his staff.   

The Twenty-fifth infantry took a good, substantial dayôs rest yesterday in order to be the 

better prepared for the heavy drilling and maneuvering of this week, which begins at 

daylight this morning.  The principal feature of yesterdayôs events at camp Boynton was 

an exciting game of base ball played by two nines of soldiers picked from different 

companies according to their qualifications.  A large number of farmers, with their 



families, drove in from the surrounding country in buggies and farm wagons to take a 

look at the soldiers in camp.ò 

 

 ñWe were a curiosity,ò Edward A. Johnson later wrote. ñThousands of people, 

both white and colored, from Chattanooga, Tenn., visited us daily. Many of them had 

never seen a colored soldier. The behavior of the men was such that even the most 

prejudiced could find no faulté All along the route from Missoula, Montana, with the 

exception of one or two places in Georgia, we had been received most cordially. But in 

Georgia, outside of the Park, it mattered not if we were soldiers of the United States, and 

going to fight for the honor of our country and the freedom of an oppressed and starving 

people, we were "niggers," as they called us, and treated us with contempt. There was no 

enthusiasm, nor Stars and Stripes, in Georgia. That is the kind of óunited countryô we saw 

in the South.ò  

 

 The May 18 issue of the Chattanooga Times provided lengthy updates on 

numerous regiments that were on their way to Chickamauga from all parts of the country.  

There was much anticipation about the expected soon arrival of the famous 6th Cavalry 

Regiment.  ñThe Sixth cavalry regiment,ò the reporter wrote, ñwhich will be at the park 

this week, is the crack cavalry regiment of the American army, and Troop A is the crack 

troop of the finest body of cavalry in North America.  When they arrive at the park, 

people of this city who visit their camp while they are maneuvering will witness a free 

show such as New Yorkers had to pay $2 to see in Madison Square Garden last month.  

Their drill is little short of wonderful, Troop A is from Fort Myer Washington, D. C. and 

the riding of these troopers is far superior to anything in Buffalo Billôs show.  Even the 

Cossack cavalry of the Russian army hardly compares with this troop.  Last month Troop 

A held a riding tournament in Madison Square Garden.  Gothamites paid $2 to see what 

they considered the finest equestrian show of the age, abut Chattanooga people will 

attend the same performance at the Park this week and not pay a cent to look on.ò 

 

 The reporter also reminded the readers that General Brooke would soon be 

arriving in Chattanooga.  Also soon to arrive was Chief Quartermaster Lee, and his 

coming would provide strong economic incentives to the area.  ñChief Quartermaster 

Lee, of the Department of the Lakes, will arrive in this city tomorrow evening and will 

remain at Chickamauga Park as long as the army stays there.  Immediately upon his 

arrival, Quartermaster Lee will invite bids for large quantities of meat, vegetables, bread 

stuffs, grain and forage with which to supply the cavalry, artillery, and infantry regiments 

at Chickamauga Park. Commercial men who have anticipated the coming of 

Quartermaster Lee are beginning to flock to this city with a view of securing contracts for 

outside houses, but it goes without saying that local merchants will be able to hold their 

own when it comes to a struggle of this sort.ò 

 



On April 19, 1898, at Chickamauga Park, the soldiers were ready to begin the 

drills and weapons practice that were so necessary to their profession.  ñThe colored 

troops at Camp Boynton,ò the 

reporter for the Chattanooga Times 

wrote, ñat an early hour yesterday 

morning began the business of 

drilling, maneuvering, etc., which 

will be kept up as long as they stay 

in the park.  The work of yesterday 

morning consisted of skirmish drill 

and calisthenics.  The average state 

militiaman has very little idea of the 

value of topography for drilling and 

maneuvering, in as much as the 

militia evolutions for the most part 

are performed in the halls or on 

asphalt paved streets.  The regular 

soldier, however, has a keen 

appreciation of topography when it 

comes to a matter of drill, and the 

heavy open timber of Chickamauga 

Park affords an excellent field for 

skirmish drill.         25th Infantry Regiment in formation.   

 

ñOn the treeless plains around Fort Missoula the Twenty-fifth infantry had an 

excellent field for open and close movements, but a very poor location for skirmish drill, 

which was principally carried out in arroyos (stretches of prairie heavily and deeply 

gullied).  The park, however, contains both cleared and wooded land, as well as level and 

hilly stretches, so that every evolution known to military practice can be carried on with 

success. 

 

óThe skirmish drill by companies yesterday morning was highly interesting to 

visitors, who, with a little effort of the imagination, could persuade themselves that a 

battle was about to begin, by witnessing 400 men prowling about in the woods, armed to 

the teeth, and springing all sorts of surprises on each other.  Military calisthenics consists 

of a drill in which the magazine guns are used instead of Indian clubs.  It is very 

attractive and in some extent resembles a zouave drill.ò 

The men were armed with the Model 1896 Krag-Jorgensen Rifle.  This weapon 

was developed Ole Krag and Erik Jorgensen at the Konigsberg Arms Factory in Norway. 

It was a bolt action rifle that fired a .30-40 flanged cartridge using smokeless powder.  It 

used a magazine with a five round capacity, but was also capable of functioning as a 

single shot weapon.  Using the magazine, it was capable of 14 shots per minute.  The 

weapon weighed 3.5 pounds with bayonet and was 48 7/8 inches in length.  The Krag-

Jorgensen Rifle had several advantages over the United States .45-70, which was the 

more predominant long-arm used by the American forces in the Spanish American War. 



Most importantly, the "Krag" fired ammunition that contained smokeless powder. The 

smokeless powder would not betray the location of the shooter as readily as would the 

cloud of white smoke from the black powder ammunition used by the .45-70. Also, the 

shooter did not have to wait for the smoke to clear to see his target.  The ammunition for 

the Krag-Jorgensen Rifle was of a smaller caliber than that of the .45-70, therefore, a 

trooper could carry more rounds with him (one hundred .30 caliber cartridges weighed 

the same as sixty .45 caliber cartridges). Lastly, the Krag-Jorgensen Rifle fired on a 

flatter trajectory and therefore could be aimed more accurately with less training.  

At the park, there was more work to do to prepare for the arrival of the cavalry 

horses.  ñYesterday Engineer Betts placed the park force at work,ò the Times reporter 

wrote, ñbuilding dams across Mullis and Cave Spring creeks in five places and leveling 

off the banks on each side so that 1,000 horses can be watered at one time at the two 

creeks.  The banks are being sloped or inclined to the waterôs edge so as to afford an easy 

approach, while the dams will serve the purpose of collecting water enough to supply a 

large number of horses.  More of this work will be done today at Chickamauga Park. 

Work on the four additional wells is also progressing finely.ò 

In Washington, President McKinley did not think that things were progressing 

finely.  Not only was he on the verge of a war he did not want, but he also faced a 

personal political disaster.  Theodore Roosevelt had publicly stated that the president 

ñhas all the backbone of a chocolate ®clair.ò  The pro-war elements in both parties 

seemed to be taking over in congress.  After days of heated debate, in which both parties 

strongly defamed the president, the House and Senate passed a joint resolution that 

proclaimed Cuban independence, demanded that Spain give up the island and withdraw 

its forces at once, and directed the president to use the armed forces to enforce these 

resolutions.  Twenty-four Republicans had deserted the president and voted with the pro-

war majority.  There was a Republican rally, however, and at 3 a.m. on the morning of 

April 19, the bill passed both houses, with the amendment declaring independence being 

removed.  This was a position that McKinley could live with, because it put the war on a 

moral footing that he had recommended from the beginning.  He signed the bill on April 

20 and sent the final three-day ultimatum to Spain.   

 ñYesterday was a day of preparation,ò the April 20 edition of the Chattanooga 

Times stated, ñon the part of every individual and corporation interested in the arrival of 

Gen Brooke and the United States troops at Chickamauga Park. The city is full of 

newspapermen, artists, drummers, and men looking for work, drawn here by reason of 

the vast importance which this city has assumed as the strategic point for the mobilization 

of troops in case war. 

 

 ñJames G. C. Lee, assistant quartermaster of the United States army, arrived in 

this city at 2:30 yesterday afternoon from Chicago via Nashvilleé Col. Lee was met at 

the train by Gen. Boynton, to whom he stated that he wanted to leave at once for Camp 

Boynton to see acting quartermaster Line and award the contracts for wood, oats, hay and 

straw.  Col. Lee also stated that he wanted to ride over the park today and look at maps of 

the same, in order to select camping grounds for the troops and have them designated 



several hours before they arrive.  Col. Lee inquired about hotel accommodations at the 

park, and upon learning that there were none, he decided to remain at the Reid house for 

the time being, until quarters could be arranged.  Col. Lee and Gen. Boynton walked over 

the Reid House and five minutes after his arrival the two left in a buggy for the parké 

 

 ñCol. Lee and Gen. Boynton returned at 9 oôclock last night from Chickamauga 

Park.  For an hour and a half after their arrival Col. Lee was exceedingly busy, but 

finished at 1:30 oôclock, at which time he was interviewed by a Times reporter. He stated 

that he had decided to make his headquarters in the building known as Park Headquarters 

and would not remain at the custom house longer than tomorrow.  Park Headquarters was 

placed at his disposal by Gen. Boynton and Col. Lee will begin moving in today.  He 

further stated that Gen. Brooke and staff would arrive here from Chicago at 2:35 this 

afternoon, on train No. 1 on the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. Louis road.  In regard to 

the troops, Col. Lee stated positively that they would have to unload in this city and 

march to the park.  The march, he said, would do them good, and that the unloading 

could and would be done with greater facility here than at the park.ò  Major General John 

R. Brooke arrived in Chattanooga during the late afternoon. 

 

General Brooke quickly began his duties as commander of the new mobilization 

camp taking shape at Chickamauga Park.  ñThe work of forming an army at 

Chickamauga Park began in earnest yesterday,ò the April 21 issue of the Chattanooga 

Times announced, ña day of excitement and downright hard work for everybody who 

happened to be connected with the military preparations now in progress in this city.  

Yesterdayôs military proceedings, briefly, were as follows: 

 

ñMaj. Gen. J. R. Brooke, in command of the army now being mobilized at 

Chickamauga Park, arrived in this city at 2:45 oôclock yesterday afternoon, in a special 

car attached to the second section of train No. 1 on the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. 

Louis road.  He was accompanied by Mrs. Brooke and three aides, Capt. William V. 

Richards of the Sixteenth Infantry, First Lieut. James T. Dean of the Fourteenth Infantry, 

and Second Lieut. Frank B. McKenna of the Fifteenth Infantry.  Lieut. Dean was 

accompanied by his wife.  Gen. Brooke and his aides were met at the depot by Gen. 

Boynton and Maj. Dillenback.  Col. Lee arrived with Gen. Brooke, having gone down to 

Shellmound at 1 oôclock and boarded the generalôs train on its arrival.  After a short 

consultation with the last named officers, Gen. Brooke relinquished his car and went to 

the Read House where he was registered and was assigned to room 78 on the first floor. 

 

ñWhile Gen. Brooke was registering and waiting to have his baggage attended to, 

he was surrounded by reporters, each making unsuccessful attempts to secure an 

interview with him.  One newspaper man stood near the elevator door and drew a pencil 

picture of the general talking with one of his aides.  Gen. Brooke is a large, portly, 

dignified looking man, with a striking military bearing and manner.  He wore a felt 

slouch hat of the kind now worn both by officers and soldiers; a black Prince Albert suit 

with no other decoration than a Loyal Legion button on the lapel of his coat. 

 



ñOn going to his room, he had a long consultation with Col. Lee, and at about 4 

oôclock walked over to the depot to see how the work of unloading the Third Cavalry 

horses was progressing.  It was at this time that Gen. Brooke was interviewed by a Times 

reporter.  óI have been ordered to Chickamauga,ô he said, óand am now simply awaiting 

further orders from Washington.  Until I receive them, I can give no definite answer as to 

my future plans.  Gen. Brooke was very tired after his journey, and would not allow 

himself to be interviewed by reporters. 

 

ñMaj. Gen. J. R. Brooke was born in Pennsylvania, and his military career is as 

follows:  He is not a graduate of West Point, but entered the service from civil life.  He 

was appointed captain of the Forth Pennsylvania Infantry April 20, 1861, and honorably 

mustered out on July 26, of the same year, only to be elected colonel of the Fifty-third 

Pennsylvania volunteers on Nov. 7, 1861.  On May 12, 1864, he received the brevet rank 

of major general for gallant service.  He resigned his volunteer commission in the army 

on Feb. 1, 1866.  On the reorganization of the army after the war, he was commissioned 

lieutenant colonel of the Thirty-seventh infantry July 28, 1866, and transferred to the 

Third infantry June 14, 1879.  He was later appointed to be brigadier general, and on May 

22, 1897, he was appointed to major general, the position he now holds.  Gen. Brooke is 

the ranking officer of the four generals now in command at various points in the south.  

He is in command of the Department of the Lakes, and withal a true soldier and a 

patriotic American gentlemané   

 

ñGen. Brooke and Gen. Boynton will leave at an early hour this morning for 

Chickamauga Park where they will spend the day.  It was arranged last night that Gen. 

Brooke should have temporary headquarters in the custom house, adjoining the postal 

inspectorôs office, until all the troops that will compose his army have arrived and gone 

into the park.  After that Gen. Brooke will in all probability change his headquarters to 

the Dyer house at Chickamauga Park.ò 

 

It had been common knowledge for sometime that the Twenty-fifth Infantry 

Regiment would soon be going south to become the first unit committed to fighting in 

Cuba.  ñCol. Burt received a telegram at 2 oôclock yesterday afternoon,ò the Times 

reporter wrote, ñfrom Gen. Graham ordering the Twenty-fifth Infantry to proceed to 

Mobile at once.  Quartermaster Line came at once to the city to see about the 

transportation, but before he had gone very far with the matter Col. Burt received another 

order countermanding the first one at 3 oôclock.  The reason for this proceeding is not 

known.  It is quite likely, however, that the Twenty-fifth Infantry will be moved to the 

coast in a short time, and they are expecting such an order to arrive at almost any hour.ò 

 

It was expected that more than forty trains were either here or would be arriving 

at Chattanooga that day, bringing men, horses, and equipment for the growing army at 

Chickamauga Park.  ñAt 4 p.m. yesterday,ò the Times reporter continued, ñthe first 

section of ten stock cars, containing the horses and equipment of the Third Cavalry 

Regiment arrived from Jefferson Barracks, Mo., over the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. 

Louis road.  An enormous crowd, mostly Negroes, who imagined that ómo cullud sojersô 

were about to arrive, had gathered in the Union depot shed two hours before hand, and 



when Gen. Brooke arrived he could hardly force his way through the throng.  The crowd 

grew in numbers, and when the first section backed in on the Western and Atlantic 

siding, which runs parallel to and within a few feet of Market Street, the crowd made a 

rush out of the depot and across the yards to the train. 

 

ñJust before this section arrived, Col. Lee had awarded the contract for feeding 

380 horses to Ed Kyle, proprietor of the Union Stock Yards and as soon as the first 

section came in, Col. Lee ordered the horses unloaded at the said stock yards.  He also 

gave orders for the Third cavalrymen and officers to remain in their cars for the night, 

and that the coming wagons, ambulances, equipment, etc. be unloaded on Market Street 

so that they could be moved out an early hour this morningé  The cavalrymen are a 

jovial, fun-loving set, who chaffed the crowd good-naturedly on arrival, and made great 

sport of the photographers, who had a battery of cameras leveled at the train as it rolled 

through the yards.  One trooper rendered a selection on his bugle on arrival, which 

brought forth a ringing encore from the crowd.ò   

 

Other units were expected to be arriving shortly from Vermont, Virginia, New 

York, and Arizona.  ñMaj. Dillenback spent yesterday morning at Chickamauga Park, 

where he decided upon having the troops encamp on the McDonald, Mullis, Dyer, 

Widow Glenn, Cave Springs, and Tan Yard fields, the regimental commanders to make 

their own selection as to where they shall select for camp.  This arrangement leaves all 

the part of the park east of La Fayette Road clear and open for maneuvering.ò 

 

On April 22 the U. S. Navy commenced a blockade of Cuba and the first Spanish 

ship taken. ñAt an early hour yesterday morning,ò the April 22 Chattanooga Time 

proclaimed, ñpeople began to throng the streets in the vicinity of the Union depot to 

witness the departure of the Third Cavalry for Chickamauga.  Hundreds of enthusiastic 

Chattanoogans lined the sidewalks and lustily cheered the gallant troopers as they left for 

the Park.  Crowds of people lingered about the Union depot during the day, the presence 

of many ladies being conspicuous, and as each train bearing troops arrived it was greeted 

with hearty cheersé  The Third Cavalry, members of which had spent the night in cars in 

the union depot yards, left the city about 9 oôclock yesterday morning on the march to 

Chickamauga.  At an early hour yesterday morning every road leading to Chickamauga 

Park from the city and surrounding country was crowded with all manner of vehicles.  

The drag containing the ócity folksô trotted lightly by the farm wagon of the farmer and 

the man wheelmen [bicycle riders] glided through the clouds of dust, and gave the scene 

an animated appearance. 

 

ñAt Lytle, or Battlefield Station, all was bustle and excitement.  About fifty teams 

and farm wagons had congregated there under orders from Engineer Betts, to assist in 

transporting the forage, supplies, and baggage of the various commands to the camp 

sitesé Gen. Brooke, yesterday, deciding upon the following locations for the 

encampments of troops at Chickamauga: 

 

First Cavalry ð Camp Dan Lamont. 

Second Cavalry ð Near the Eighteenth Indiana monument. 



Third Cavalry ð Widow Glenn field, near Eighteenth Indiana monument. 

Sixth Cavalry ð Viniard field. 

Ninth Cavalry ð West of Fentonôs Well. 

Tenth Cavalry ð North of Park Smithy. 

Maj. Dillenbackôs Headquarters ð Southwest of Mullis Spring. 

First Artillery ð Mullis Spring. 

Second Artillery ð Old Mullis House. 

Third Artillery ð Top of ridge east of George Mullis House. 

Fourth Artillery ð McDonald field. 

Fifth Artillery ð McDonald House. 

 

 
Military camps around Bloody Pond. 

 

ñThe first to arrive on the field was Light Battery F, Fourth Artillery, Capt. 

Sidney W. Taylor commanding.  The battery came over the Seaboard Air Line from 

Fortress Monroeé Battery F and its gallant captain are not strangers to the citizens of 

Chattanooga, who well remember that it was their flying artillery organization that 

attracted so much attention during the dedication exercise at the Park in 1895.  The 

battery train was sidetracked on the óbarracks sidingô Wednesday night and early 

yesterday morning left for the park.  They arrived at Battlefield Station about 8 oôclock 

and immediately unloaded, hooked up and started for Mullis spring, near the north limit 

of the park, which was reached about 10:30.  The batter went on óleft into line of 



sectionsô in the vicinity of Fowlerôs battery in the McDonald field.  Guns were 

unlimbered, horses were unhitched and immediately rode to water at Chickamauga Creek 

by the heard guard.  Meantime, the nimble cannoneers, as fast as the baggage wagons 

arrived with the tents and camp equipage, unloaded them, and soon the white tents were 

glistening in the bright sun light.  While this was being done, another detail was carrying 

wood and water, and in an incredibly short time the aroma of coffee pervaded the air, 

serving notice on everybody that the inner man would soon receive attentioné  

 

ñThe Fourth Artillery had hardly completed unloading when the first section of 

the trains bearing troops A. H.  E, and G of the Sixth Cavalry, came to a stop opposite the 

Vittetoe house.  As soon as the empty flats and stock cars were taken out of the way, the 

troopers began to unload their equipments, wagons, and ambulances from the second 

section which had followed them outé This battalion of the Sixth came from Fort Myer, 

near Washington, and is considered one of the finest commands in that branch of the 

service.  The third section, containing the óheardô and its guard, reached Battlefield 

Station about 9:30.  The órampsô were placed in position and the neighing, curveting 

chargers were óled out.ô  They seemed overjoyed at leaving their cramped quarters in the 

cars, and several of the more nervous could barely keep their hooves on the ground.  

There was a marked difference in the action of the steeds and the mules belonging to the 

commands.  The long-eared quadrupeds seemed to have lost sight of their reputation for 

ócussedness,ô and very quietly followed their drivers to the seven baggage wagons 

belonging to the commands, and soon were straining at the traces pulling the generous 

loads piled up on the wagons by the cavalrymen.  The extra wagons ordered by Engineer 

Betts were also loaded, and soon a line of them was strung out across the Dyer field 

going in the direction of the McDonald field, which Col. Summers understood to be his 

camp ground.  The first wagon had passed the óblacksmith shopô on the edge of the field, 

when it was turned back by order of Gen. Brooke, who drove up at this time in a drag, 

accompanied by two aides and Gen. Boynton.  The long stream of wagons followed the 

lead of the first and proceeded to the vicinity of the Widow Glenn house where the 

Wilder monument is located, and went into camp east of the Glenn-Viniard road, not far 

from the camp of the Twenty-fifth infantry. 

 

ñAt 11:20 a cloud of dust appeared over the LaFayette road, north of the 

McDonald field, where appeared Maj. Dillenback and Capt. Chase, the former on the 

staff of Gen. Brooke, the latter one of the officers of the Third Cavalry.  They were 

accompanied by an aide.  After exchanging greetings with the officers of Battery F, the 

location of the camp of the Third was discussed, and after riding over the ground Capt. 

West, under advice of Maj. Dillenback, decided to camp on the south end of the 

McDonald field, near where Slocumôs Louisiana battery was stationed during the 

engagement of Sept. 20, 1863é  The wagons were unloaded as fast as they arrived, and 

soon the cavalrymen were óat home.ô  Just as they had settled down to take things easy, 

Gen. Brooke drove up and ordered them to strike camp and proceed to the Widow Glenn 

field, near where the Sixth is located, which was accordingly done.ò 

 

The Times reporter did not neglect to report on commercial matters.  ñAside from 

the forage contracts, the particulars of which have appeared before in the Times, the 



Chattanooga Brewing Company has received a contract for furnishing fifty kegs of beer 

daily to Exchange Officer OôNeal for the Twenty-fifth infantry.  The canteen building at 

Camp Boynton, 40 by 200 feet, was completed yesterday, and Lieut. OôNeal is now 

dispensing the amber fluid to the thirsty soldiers.  The regimental quartermasters are 

buying about 100 pounds of fresh beef daily from Nathan Frank and Leo Ackerman, but 

have made no permanent contracts.  S. T. Dewees is furnishing the officers with select 

groceries in large quantities daily, and considerable bread is being purchased at the local 

bakeries, but no contracts have been leté 

 

ñA member of the quartermasterôs department explained to a Times reporter 

yesterday the significance of the thirty days rations carried by all the troops of the regular 

army.  When the troops were given orders to move south, they all started with provisions 

for thirty days, of a character known as óemergency rations,ô but in ordinary parlance 

known as óhard tack.ô  This consists of salt meat, hard bread of flour, coffee, sugar, 

vinegar, salt, pepper, potatoes and onions.  Rations of this character are served while 

troops are on the march.  When troops are encamped at a given point the commissary 

department purchases fresh bread and vegetables for the troops.  This explains why bread 

meet and food supplies are being purchased of local dealers for the troops encamped at 

Chickamauga.  The cavalry branch does not carry full rations for the horses, but 

provender will be purchased in the location of Chattanooga.  The total amount of rations 

now on hand at the park for the two batteries of artillery, Twenty-fifth infantry and Sixth 

Cavalry will amount to about 147,240 pounds of provisions.ò 

 

 On April 23, in response to the U. S. blockade of Cuba and the capture of a 

Spanish ship by the gunboat Nashville, Spain declared war on the United States.  

President McKinley sent a request for a declaration of war to Congress and also requested 

approval for a call for 125,000 volunteers for the coming engagement.  ñLocal interest in 

the Spanish-American War was at fever heat yesterday,ò the Chattanooga Times stated, 

ñowing to the arrival of the North Atlantic squadron off the northern coast of Cuba.  

People were expecting to hear of a naval battle at almost any minute, and as a result the 

Timesô bulletins were patronized by larger crowds yesterday than at any time since the 

Spanish trouble began.  The Spanish-American War and the arrival of soldiers from all 

parts of the Union in this city has brought one curious result.  People are buying a great 

many maps of North America, the West Indies, the Philippines, and Spain with which to 

refresh themselves with geography, or in cases where geographic knowledge is wanting, 

to lean what they had not known before.  The latter class is very numerous, and one 

would be surprised at the lack of information in regard to the cities, islands, and 

continents of the globe.  One bookseller sold not less than 350 maps of the West Indies 

yesterdayé 

 

 ñChickamauga Park, yesterday, when the sun took its farewell peek at its historic 

fields, contained about 4,000 men of all branches of Uncle Samôs army, camped there.  

This number was increased as night advanced, and when the light breaks this morning it 

will shine upon about 5,000 men on their way to do battle, to offer up their lives for the 

glory and integrity of their country.  The following commands were encamped at the Park 

at 6 oôclock yesterday evening, in the order of their arrival: 



 

TWENTY-FIFTH INFANTRY ð Col. A. S. Burt, eight companies, hospital corps, and 

band, in the Widow Glenn field, southeast of Bloody Pond; 550 men. 

 

BATTERY F, FOURTH ARTILLERYðCapt. Sidney Taylor, commanding, 75 men, 5 

guns, 5 caissons, and battery wagon.  In the McDonald field, site of Fowlers Battery, 

Sept. 19, 1863. 

 

THIRD CAVALRY ð Maj. Wessel, commanding troops A, B, D, H, I and K from 

Jefferson Barracks, Mo. hospital corps and quartermaster department, 600 men.  In the 

Viniard field, west of the LaFayette Road. 

 

SIXTH CAVALRY ð Col. S. S. Summers commanding, troops A, E, G, H from Fort 

Myers, Va. And troops B, C, F, and K from Levenworth, Kan., band, hospital corps, and 

quartermaster department; 850 men.  In the field east of the LaFayette Road, opposite the 

Brock house. 

 

BATTERY E, FIRST ARTILLERY ð Capt. A. A. Capton, Washington, D. C., 5 guns, 5 

caissons, battery wagon, and forge and one ambulance, hospital corps, 85 men, at Mullis 

Spring, southeast of the McFarland Gap Road and west of the McDonald field. 

 

BATTERY D, FIFTH ARTILLERY ð Capt Frank Thorpe, Fort Hamilton, N. Y. 5 guns, 

four caissons, battery wagon, and forge and one ambulance, hospital corps, 80 men. 

Located in McDonald field on the site of Sweetôs battery, Sept. 20, 1863.  Just west of 

LaFyette Road. 

 

BATTERY F, SECOND ARTILLERY ð First Lieut. John Greble, Fort. Edwards R. I.. 5 

guns, 5 caissons, battery wagon, and forge, ambulance, and one supply wagon, 85 men. 

Located at Mullis Spring, north of the McFarland Gap Road and west of McDonald field. 

 

TWELFTH INFANTRY ð Col. J. W. Andrews, Fort Niobrara, Neb., Companies A, B, 

C, D, E, F, G, and H, band, hospital corps and quartermaster department, 650 men.  

Located on the Widow Glenn field east of the Glenn-Viniard road and west of the Third 

Cavalry. 

 

FIRST CAVALRY ð Col. A. K. Arnold, headquarters, and troops F and K from Fort 

Riley, Kan. Hospital corps, quartermaster department, and band. 400 men.  Located in the 

Brock field west of the LaFayette Road, opposite the Sixth Cavalry and north of the 

Third. 

 

SECOND CAVALRY ð Maj. W. A. Rafferty, troops A, C, D, F, H, and G from Fort 

Riley, Kan. Hospital corps, and quartermaster department. 650 men.  Located in Brock 

field between the First and Third Cavalry. 

 



 ñThe local railway officials were advised yesterday as to the arrival of the 

following troops. Aside from this, however, nothing could be learned as to their 

movements.   

 

First Cavalry ð Troops A and I from Fort Huachuea, Ariz., are expected to arrive 

Monday morning over the southern. 

 

Second Cavalry ð Troops B and I from Fort Logan, Cal., are due at 6 oôclock this 

morning. 

 

Second Infantry ð Companies D and G from Fort Yates, N. D., are due at 7 oôclock this 

morning over the Memphis division of the Southern. 

 

Sixth Cavalry ð The Fort Ethan Allen squadron left Philadelphia, Pa., yesterday 

morning at 7 oôclock and are due this evening at 5 oôclock. 

 

There are also troops on the way here from Marinae Island, Mich.  They are to arrive at 5 

oôclock this morning over the Southern road. 

 

The Tenth Cavalry has been delayed on account of the burning of a bridge on the 

Northern Pacific, so it is impossible to say when they will arrive. 

 

The Ninth Cavalry is due at 6 oôclock this morning.ò 

 

 ñBesides the above, there were en-route to the Park last night a detachment of the 

signal corps of the army, with four signal corps and field telegraph wagons and a 

complete outfit for establishing communications with the various commands and general 

headquarters. 

 

 ñThere are about twenty-five telegraph operators belonging to the field telegraph 

corps now in the Park, and they will probably begin work this morning at Gen. Brookeôs 

headquarters. 

 

 ñThe stiff breeze which started about midnight Thursday from the west changed 

around to the southeast just before day break, and soon a mass of dark gray clouds came 

scurrying across the sky and at about the same time that the sun usually puts in his 

appearance a dense curtain covered the heavens and shut out its warming rays.  It was 

quite chilly in the early morning air, and the lone sentries at the various camps kept up 

their circulation by brisk movements, with occasional stops at the smoldering fires.  

 

ñAbout 5 oôclock the blaring tones of a battery bugle roused the cannoners and 

drivers of Battery D, Fifth Artillery from their slumbers on mother earth, with the 

heavens for a covering, for they had arrived so late last night that they could not put up 

their tents.  They began work immediately after roll call.  A detail began cooking 

breakfast, the drivers groomed and watered their stock, and the nimble cannoners began 

pitching their tents.  Unlike their brethren of the Fourth, close by, who have been in 



service in the west and are provided with conical tents, the tents of this battery are what 

are known as the common square tent, which, strange to say, takes up more room, but 

will not accommodate as many men as the conical tent.  Twenty one of these common 

tents were soon placed in a row, with a second row for the officers opposite.  The battery 

guidon was uncased and planted at the tent of Capt. Thorpe, commanding. 

 

ñWhile the boys of Battery D were thus engaged, their comrades of Battery F, 

Fourth Artillery, snoozed serenely on until about 6:15, when the trumpeter on guard 

sounded the reveille.  After óroll call,ô óstables,ô and breakfast, the ópaulinsô were 

removed from the gun caissons and laid out on the grass to dry.  The drivers cleaned and 

oiled the harness of their teams, while the cannoners looked after the guns and limbers.  

After every detail had been attended to, the men were allowed to rest for the remainder of 

the day, only doing such duties as are a part of the regular routine, rain or shine. 

 

 
An Artillery Battery on the move. 

 

ñThe men of Battery F, First Artillery, passed the time very much like their 

fellows in Battery D, they having arrived very late Thursday evening and not having 

completed pitching their tents. 

 

ñBattery F, of the Second, which arrived early yesterday morning, has the prettiest 

and most picturesque camping ground of the whole outfit.  It is located just west of 

Mullis Springs in the edge of the timber on gently sloping ground.  The fact that the 

batteries are located by regiments that are in the order from one to five, with the First in 

Mulls field, gave the second battalion this choice location, for which luck they are envied 

by the óother fellows.ôò 

 

 ñEverybody was on the óhustleô in the camps of the Sixth and Third cavalry 

regiments.  The Third, which had to strike camp about 4 oôclock the evening before in the 



McDonald field and move to the Viniard field, about three and a half miles further south, 

was straightening out its baggage, after óstables,ô breakfast.   The herds of the various 

troops were sent to graze under guard, and it was extremely interesting to see two 

mounted troopers keep those lively steed, which had been cooped up for a few days, from 

straying too far from each other in their joy at being again on terra firma and out of the 

stuffy, cinder-laden atmosphere of the stock cars. 

 

 ñOver in the Sixth, Maj. Wessells command, in brown canvas uniforms, was 

policing the camp, after the routine cavalry duties were over, and when the órecallô from 

ófatigueô sounded the ground occupied by this crack command was as clean as could be 

made by the hand of man.  Every fallen twig, leaves, and loose stone had been raked up 

and carted away. 

 

 ñThe headquarters of Maj. Gen. John R. Brooke, commanding the army 

concentrating at Chickamauga Park, will be established on the gentle slope which is the 

north terminus of Lytle Hill, due east of Battlefield Station, and within a stonesô throw of 

the same.  Gen. Brooks was at the station for quite a time yesterday morning and 

extended a pleasant greeting to the officers of the various commands as they arrived.  HE 

rested in the shade of the Times tent and seemed quite at home among the press gang that 

came and went like bees in a hive, and making a pleasant reply to each question asked 

him by the pencil pushersé While the men 

were unloading the mountsé one of the men 

attempted to force his horse to cross the track 

in front of a hissing engine.  The animal shied 

and refused to cross.  The man lost his temper 

and viciously dug both spurs into the flanks of 

the frightened animal, which reared and still 

refused.  Gen. Brooke, who was watching the 

proceeding, called to the man to óstop that 

spurring and pet him,ô and completed the 

sentence with the promise of a severe dose of 

the guard house in case it was repeated.  The 

trooper, rather crestfallen, obeyed the order 

and coaxed the steed across the track in a few 

momentsé  Gen. Brooke has ordered that his 

headquarters be called óCamp Thomas,ô in 

honor of óThe Rock of Chickamauga.ôò  Soon 

the entire park came to be known as ñCamp 

Thomas.ò              General John Brooke. 

 

 ñChickamauga Park is at present the scene of one of the greatest reunions in the 

history of America.  Since the close of the Civil War the various regiments of the United 

States army have been very much broken up, scattered transferred and moved about in 

squadrons, troops, companies, and batteries, so that, now they are together once more, 

there is a general handshaking and renewing of friendships.  Men stationed at Fort Ethan 

Allen, Vt. Are asking their former mess-mates from Jefferson Barracks, Mo. about óhow 



things are getting along at old Jeff Barracks.ô  One man learned the full particulars about 

the death of his brother, who belonged to another troop of the same regiment.  This 

regiment was divided fifteen years ago, one squadron going east, separating the two 

brothers.  The brother who stayed with the western squadron was killed in an encounter 

with Indians ten years ago, and his brother heard all about it yesterdayé 

 

 ñThe trades-people of the city are anxiously awaiting the coming from New York 

of Col. Weston, who has been appointed chief commissariat on Gen. Brookeôs staff.  Col. 

Weston is the official who looks after the feeding of the army, and if the troops now at 

the park remain there for a period of two months, he will be obliged to purchase supplies 

in very large quantities.  The impression among the regimental quartermasters and 

commissary men is that Col. Weston will purchase supplies in the east, but this matter is 

very much of an uncertainty.  One thing is certain, and that is that the number of 

drummers in the city is no larger than usual, while on the every hand, every house in 

Nashville has one to three drummers here looking for a chance to take advantage of the 

railroad rate discrimination, and sell Nashville good in this city at lower prices than could 

be made by local jobbers.  Aside from this, it is safe to say that arrival army at the Park 

has been the means of scattering several thousand dollars about the city every day.  Every 

man in town is willing to admit that óbusiness is a little better than it was three weeks 

ago.ô And some of the larger dealers say there has been a wonderful improvement.  Dry 

goods stores have done a rushing business in flags.  One order of Cuban flags, shipped 

yesterday from New York to the B. D. Loveman Co., was sold yesterday afternoon before 

arrival.  The supply of Cuban flags does not begin to keep pace with the demand. 

 

 ñMrs. Anna Moltz, a member of the Womanôs Relief Corps No. 2, Chattanooga, 

who served as a volunteer nurse during the Civil War, has volunteered her services as 

nurse in case of war with Spain, and her services have been accepted.  The members of 

the relief corps have pledged themselves to assist Mrs. Moltz in this work.  The corps 

also voted to wear the badge of the order at all times during the trouble with Spain.  

Engineer Betts office at the custom house is overrun daily with men of all sizes, ages, and 

conditions who are anxious to enlist in the service.  Letters to Fitzhugh Lee, Gen. Miles 

and every other military personage from óOld Vet,ô and ñOld Rebô offering their services 

continue to pour in daily.  The people of the south have formed the idea that Chattanooga 

is the chief military center of America, hence the foregoing. 

 

 ñA large school picnic passed through the park about noon, and the cheers of the 

artillerymen which greeted the waging flags and handkerchiefs of the little folks were 

continued by the troopers of the Sixth and Third Cavalry as they passed. 

 

 ñThe local colored baseball nine played a game yesterday afternoon at 3:30 

oôclock at the baseball park with the Twenty-fifth regiment team.  Music was furnished 

by the Twenty-fifth infantry band.  The game resulted in a goose egg for the local team.ò 

 



 
Black soldiers playing baseball. 

 

 ñDuring the past week,ò The Chattanooga Times announced on Monday, April 

25, ñthe citizens of Chattanooga have displayed a keen interest in the war news, and the 

military aspects at Chickamauga Park, but it was nothing in comparison to yesterdayôs 

enthusiasm.  Everyone closed shop and store at the earliest possible hour Saturday night, 

took a good nightôs rest and rose with the lark to spend the day sight-seeing.  

Chattanoogans gave themselves over to a day of solid enjoyment and viewing the 

military attractions both in the city and at the park.  They were glad Sunday had arrived; 

many doubtless wished that the day could be prolonged for another twenty-four hours, 

and not one of them cared or thought of the morrow.  That was another matter altogether, 

which the enjoyment of the hour dispelled and drove from their minds. 

 

 ñThe day was beautiful in more ways and senses than one, and from early 

morning until late in the evening, Rossville pike presented a sight that far outranked the 

description of the scene on Galata bridge (the highway of the Orient), Constantinople, by 

F. Marion  Crawford.  It was a scene worthy of the pen of a great writer.  Rossville road 

was a sort of modern Via Appiana yesterday, on which all colors, casts, and conditions of 

people traveled to and from the park, using various methods of locomotion, both up-to-

date and obsolete.  Elegant landaus driven by colored coachmen in very correct attire and 

filled with dignified elderly gentlemen and ladies flashed by at a brisk gait.  An ox wagon 

or two from ódown in Dade,ô containing a sovereign citizen and family of future 

presidents and self-made men, wobbled along in a perfunctory way, as though in no hurry 

to reach the point of destination.  Nattily attired cyclists spun to and from the park, 

threading their way in and out between the jam of vehicles.  The young man and his girl, 

on a bicycle built for two; the newly married country couple, in a buggy of the same 

species; tally-hos, full; business men and mechanics; family parties in large vehicles 

similar to the kind just mentioned; Negroes on bicycles, in hacks, and open omnibuses; 

people on foot, in farm wagons, on horse and mule back, and now and then a squadron of 



United States cavalry or a battery of artillery, combined to make a very fine picture of 

one of the avenues of civilization. 

 

 ñThe city crowds rushed back and forth between the two depots to meet and greet 

each successive arrival of troopsé The total number of troops that arrived yesterday 

between the hours of 3 oôclock a.m. and 6 oôclock p.m. is as follows: 

 

Battery F of the Fifth Artillery, arrived at 12:30 yesterday afternoon over the 

Western and Atlantic road from Tybee Island, Ga., near Savannah.  The battery 

was commanded by Capt. H. J. Reillyé 

 

Seventh Infantry, the entire regiment  of 560 men arrived at 4 oôclock yesterday 

morning from Fort Logan,  Col., in two sections over the Memphis division of the 

Southern railway.  The Seventh infantry is commanded by Col. Daniel W. 

Benhamé 

 
   The Twenty-fourth Infantry Regiment.  

 

Twenty-fourth infantry (Colored):  The entire Twenty-fourth regiment of 508 men 

arrived at the Central depot at noon yesterday from Fort Douglass, Utah, in three 

sections over the Memphis division of the Southern road.  They were placed on 

the óbarracksô siding, where the men were served with eighty gallons of coffee, 

and left at 5 oôclock for the park.  The Twenty-fourth Infantry is commanded by 

Col. Jacob Ford Kentéò [In Salt Lake City, where the regiment was formerly 

stationed, the people demonstrated their enthusiasm and admiration for the band 



and men of the 24th Infantry as they lined the streets of the city to bid farewell as 

the regiment was leaving for Chickamauga. Only two years earlier, the whites of 

the city had vigorously protested the stationing of black troops at Fort Douglas.  

Black soldiers had won the hearts of the people and, for the moment at least, the 

people had rid themselves of racial prejudice.]  

 

First Cavalry Troop:  The Fort Reno squadron of the First cavalry that arrived late 

Saturday afternoon 

unloaded their horses and 

wagons yesterday morning 

on the Market Street siding 

and left for Chickamauga 

park at 2 oôclock.  A large 

crowd witnessed the 

unloading and their march 

out Market street to the 

park.  As a genuine 

curiosity the two army 

omnibuses belonging to 

this squadron beat Buffalo 

Billôs Deadwood stage all 

to pieces.  These venerable 

relics of old frontier days 

were used at Fort Reno to 

carry mail and passengers 

to and from the fort and the 

nearest town. 
               Unloading Cavalry Horses. 

 

Tenth Cavalry (Colored):  The first section, containing the baggage of the Fort 

Assinniboine squadron of the Tenth cavalry arrived last night at 8 oôclock.  The 

other sections were pulling in at the hour of going to press over the Nashville 

road. 

 

 ñGen. Brookeôs army now at the Park numbers somewhere in the neighborhood of 

6,241 officers and men up to 5 oôclock last night.  Those yet to come will greatly 

augment this numberé 

 

 ñThe throng around the Times bulletins was not a bit smaller yesterday than at any 

time during the past week.  The crowds were all the greater yesterday by the arrival of a 

large number of people from Rome, Dalton, Ringgold, Cartersville, Tuscumbia, Decatur, 

Huntsville, Birmingham, Sparta, Winchester, Murfreesboro, Harriman, Pikeville, Dayton, 

Knoxville, Loudon, Athens, and Cleveland.  There were several excursions during the 

day from these points.  There was some complaint over the fact that the Chattanooga, 

Rome, and Southern road did not run trains to the park at intervals of an hour, but this 

was hardly to be expected: This road is doing good work in handling the troop trains as 



fast as they arrive, and to augment their passenger accommodations is at present out of 

the question. 

 

 ñLieut. Col. Albert Hartsuff, chief surgeon on the staff of Gen. Brookeôs army 

arrived yesterday morning from Chicago, Ill., accompanied by his wife and daughter. 

Col. Hartsuff for the present is at the Read House, but will in all probability remove his 

headquarters to the Park today.  Col. Hartsuffôs position as chief surgeon of Gen. 

Brookeôs army is really the most important post of all, and it is seldom that the chief 

surgeon of an army has such a weight of responsibility on his shoulders as in the present 

case of Col. Hartsuff.  It is the scheme and policy not only of the war department, but the 

government as well, to keep Gen. Brookeôs army in perfect health and sanitation, so that 

in the event they are called upon to invade Cuba soon (which is now quite probable) they 

will be all the better prepared to withstand the effect of climate and yellow fever.  With 

this end in view, the war department has sent to the park as chief surgeon the oldest, best, 

and most experienced army physician in the United States. 

 

ñCol. Hartsuff entered the regular army at the fall of Fort Sumter as a 

commissioned officer of the medical department, and has remained in the army ever since 

and in continuous duty in every department of the army.  He was on duty in New Orleans 

during the cholera epidemic of 1866 and the yellow fever outbreak of 1867.  He was 

stationed for many years on the Pacific coast, and from 1870 to 1872 he was medical 

director of the Department of Alaska, with residence at Sitka.  He not only has a complete 

knowledge of what soldiers must beware of in various climates and localities, but has a 

very extensive army acquaintance, and knows every officer in the army.  Col. Hartsuff 

was seen yesterday by a Times reporter, to whom he accorded the following interview: 

 

ñôMy duties as medical director of Gen. Brookeôs army is to see to sanitary 

conditions of the camps, camp locations, and the food and medical supplies; to see that 

the camp life of the soldier is a correct one; and, in short, to keep the entire army in such 

a condition that every man will be able to respond to the order sending them to the front 

with a clear head, a strong stomach, and a spring step.  In other words, to keep them in 

such perfect health that they will be able to stand any climate and at the same time be 

available for any purpose.  To the soldier sickness is a certain measure and sense much 

more to be dreaded than war, and the great end and aim of the medical department will be 

to prevent more deaths from occurring from sickness than from the vicissitudes of armed 

strife, and keep every soldier in excellent health. 

 

ñI have not been to the park yet, but when I arrive there tomorrow I will first of all 

ascertain the number of commands, how many physicians there are with each, the quality 

and quantity of their medical supplies, etc.  I expect to find Gen. Brookeôs army deficient 

in medical supplies, stewards, hospital corps, physicians, etc. and I will order forthwith 

everything that I find lacking in this line and have it sent to the park with the utmost 

dispatch.  It is the intention of the army to keep Gen. Brookeôs army in perfect trim, and 

each regiment will be supplied with its full quota of physicians and medical supplies.  It 

will be my duty to fit them for a campaign.  There will be regimental hospitals 

established, and if necessary a division hospital.  Supplies will be furnished from New 



York and St. Louis, the two great depots for medical stores.  Every medical officer in the 

park will report to me, so that I will know the exact sanitary conditions and situation of 

the army.  It will also be my duty to indoctrinate and teach each soldier how to take care 

of himself and what the sanitary necessities are.ôò 

 

On other matters, recruiting for the military at the Park was announced:  ñThe 

officers of Gen. Brookeôs army now stationed at the Park have been authorized to recruit 

at any and all times and whenever a good man presents himself.  Those wishing to join 

the army can do so by applying to the colonels, majors, and captains at the Park.  It is 

Gen. Brookeôs intention to fill up each battery of artillery to its full number, as well as the 

cavalry and infantry regiments.  It is likely that a recruiting office will soon be located in 

this city, but recruiting is on right now and the patriotic need not stand back on 

ceremony.ò 

 

The editor of the Times felt compelled to write an editorial concerning the 

disorderly conduct of colored soldiers in Chattanooga.  He stated: ñConcerning the 

unfortunate and disgraceful performance of some Negro soldiers in this city Saturday 

night, it should be remembered that but a mere squad of the men were engaged in the 

ruction.  We ought not allow the bad conduct of a few men to give character to a large 

battalion or brigade. 

 

ñThese men have been on the frontier for many years.  The mere sight of 

civilization excites them, and their life is not one that tends to refine and elevate human 

nature.  The army is not the place to find softness or the virtues that characterize the best 

elements of civil society.   

 

ñThe army is a machine organized for the purpose of violence, killing.  The 

passion for violence is disciplined into the men who compose the army.  They are taught 

to disregard life ð the value of life, we mean ð their own lives are held as cheap as the 

lives of others.  We cannot expect to find the refinements of humanity in them so trained 

for years.  If we do, we will be disappointed. 

 

ñBut because they are fighting machines does not excuse soldiers when they turn 

on the country it is their duty to defend; and they do in a measure, turn on their country 

when they assail its citizens, and attempt to run roughshod over its peace officers.  That 

sort of thing ought not and will not be tolerated by officers in command.   

 

ñOf this the public may be assured for the men who are in control of these troops 

are as much mortified and shocked over the conduct of their disorderly troopers as the 

citizens of the community as the citizens of the community in which such outrages occur.  



ñWe do not believe that the Negro commands are made up of men of bad 

character and ruffianly 

disposition.  A few of them 

are, as an officer of the Ninth 

cavalry said of that regiment, 

ótough casesô and the people 

will not be unjust enough to 

condemn several thousand 

because a mere fraction is 

tough.  The task of an officer 

commanding colored troops 

is a difficult one, especially 

when the men are quartered 

in the midst of temptations, 

and we sympathize with 

those officers.  They cannot 

be too diligent and vigorous 

in their discipline; and, do 

what they may, they will bear 

an unequal share of blame  

that attaches to disorders 

created by soldiers.ò     The 9th Cavalry Regiment.  

 

The little community of Lytle, located around the Battlefield Station, was 

expanding beyond its capacity.  The Times referred to the situation as ña busy day for a 

hamlet not made for business. ñWork began at daylight and the first rush came on when 

the passenger train from Chattanooga pulled in late with standing room only.  Shortly 

thereafter came the sable troopers of the Tenth cavalry.  They left the cars, laid their 

carbines and sabers in a long row by the side of the track and devoted themselves to 

unloading their horses and baggage, a work of several hours.  They then went to work on 

the camp-ground selected for them. 

 

ñThe Eighth Infantry was in bivouac between the track and the boulevard, a pistol 

shot away.  About noon the óassemblyô was sounded, the men loaded their wagons, 

strung their knapsacks and marched over to their permanent camping ground.   While 

they were in the transition stage, two trains bearing the Seventh Infantry came by, the 

boys in the cars waving small flags from the windows.  The new comers gladly filed out 

of the cars which had held them for many days, and after a halt of an hour or more by the 

side of the pike, moved over to a position near the Eighth. A dense crowd of people of all 

sorts and conditions, mostly soldiers of different arms of the service thronged the one 

street and adjacent roads and scores of them read with interest the bulletins in front of the 

Times tent.  Vehicles of all kinds from the natty drag to the transfer wagons seated with 

chairs filed past in almost unending column and wheelmen were equally in evidence. 

 

ñThe rush to catch the evening train to Chattanooga was a great one, and those 

who had seats could congratulate themselves.ò 



 

In Washington, the U.S. Congress passed the following bill, that was almost 

immediately afterward signed by the president: 

 

ñA Bill Declaring that War Existing Between the United States of America and 

the Kingdom of Spain.  Be it hereby enacted, first, that war be and the same is hereby 

declared to exist and war has existed since the 21st day of April A. D. 1898, including 

said day, between the United States of America and the Kingdom of Spain.  Second, that 

the President of the United States be and he hereby is directed and empowered to use the 

entire land and naval forces of the United States and to call into actual service of the 

United States the militia of the several states to such extent as may be necessary to carry 

this act into effect.ò 

 

 On April 26, the Chattanooga Times brought out a special ñEXTRAò edition in 

the afternoon to cover all the latest information from Washington on the declaration of 

war.  ñThe sensation of the day,ò a Times reporter wrote, ñwas the arrival of the Times 

extra on the evening train.  A quartette of fleet running and loud-tongued newsboys 

quickly sold the papers which contained the welcome news that war had been declared by 

congress.  Of course Uncle Samôs boys know they are not here simply for pleasure or 

their health, but it is a consolation to know that the issue has been squarely stated and all 

the formalities are done.  Meanwhile, although the yare vastly pleased with their present 

situation, they are waiting for marching ordersé Every one of the officers seems to be 

intensely pleased with the camp ground and express themselves in very complementary 

terms as regards the climate and topographical features of the Park countryé 

 

ñYesterday was a quiet day, comparatively speaking, for Chattanooga.  There 

were not many arrivals of troops, and those that did arrive came in at hours when the 

streets were practically deserted.  But aside from this fact the city was as lively and busy 

as ever.  The Times bulletins drew large crowds, and travel to and from the park was 

large.  A great many officers, more in fact than since the first arrival of troops, came up 

from the park and spent the day in the city seeing the sights and exploring the various 

quarters of the historic burg, while the National Guardsmen were to be found on every 

hand in all the glory of new uniforms and caps.  The officers of Gen. Brookeôs have 

deposited in the local banks from $2,000 to $100 each, which they draw on from time to 

time.  Also, bankers state that the regular deposits of merchants (cash taken in during the 

day for goods) shows a very high increase during the past few days, and is likely to 

continue as long as the army remains at the Parké 

 

ñCol. Lee was very busy all day yesterday with the purchase of 500 horses.  

Yesterday he sent out more proposals and he expects to hear from them today.  The thirty 

mules were purchased yesterday from stockmen here, in north Georgia and middle 

Tennessee.   It is quite likely that Col. Lee will purchase a number of army wagons 

sometime during next week... 

 

ñAt Lytle, [there was] a busy day for every man around the little station.  Early in 

the morning the Twenty-fourth infantry loaded their baggage and marched off to their 



permanent camp south of McDonald field.  Shortly afterwards, the missing battalion of 

the Tenth Cavalry came in, and for hours worked like Trojans unloading their horses, 

equipment, and stores.  The band, mounted on white horses, went off alone, looking like 

a small squadron of light horseé  One of the Tenth cavalrymen fell from a wagon while 

at work loading it.  A hurry up call brought an ambulance in charge of a squad of Red 

Cross men who took him to the regimental hospitalé 

 

 
 

A busy day at Lytle. 

 

One of the soldiers at the Park saw the editorial in the Chattanooga Times about 

disorderly solders.  He wrote the following response, and it was published by the paper 

on April 26.  ñThe Times is in receipt of the following, written by one of the regular 

soldiers in camp at Chickamauga:   

 

Camp Thomas, Chickamauga Park, Ga. 

April 25, ð Ed. Times  

 

We have read with feelings of gratitude your editorial on óDisorderly Soldiersô in 

this morningôs edition of the Times.  It is not customary for enlisted men to write 

in defense of their own acts toward civilians.  We leave that to the officers, 

generally.  But the good sense, moderation, and broad mindedness displayed in 

your editorial demands some recognition from us.  It too often happens that 

civilians, seeing a few disorderly soldiers on the streets imagine that all soldiers 

are alike in this respect.  They condemn the whole for the acts of a small fraction.  

It is very seldom that a newspaper takes the trouble to write editorially to the 

extent you have done.  Your ideas are just those that should be held by all 



citizens.  We hope they will be adopted by the citizens of Chattanooga as they 

have by its leading paper.  I am sure I am voicing the sentiment of the entire 

command when I offer our sincere and heartfelt thanks for your timely editorial. 

óEnlisted Man.ôò 

 

 Under the headline ñTRAGEDY AT THE PARK,ò the Chattanooga Times 

reported on the death of a member of the Twenty-fifth Infantry Regiment.  ñWalter 

Funderbach, a young man conducting a soda water stand at the Chickamauga camps, near 

Battlefield Station, shot and mortally wounded David Madden, a member of Company C, 

Twenty-fifth infantry, while he and a number of colored soldiers were trying to break into 

his tent.  A few days ago, Walter Funderbach, a young man from Rome, Ga., established 

his stand at a tent in the Park, and his red soda and sarsaparilla was very popular with the 

colored troops at once.  Early Sunday evening a squad of soldiers made a raid on his tent.  

Young Funderback scared them off, but later in the night, a number of them re-appeared, 

and were in the act of effecting an entrance, when they were discovered.  Quickly 

securing his pistol, Funderback opened fire on the intruders, and a general fusillade 

followed.  The soldiers returned shot after shot, riddling the tent with bullets.  During the 

fire, after emptying his pistol, young Funderback fired upon the men with a shotgun, after 

which the soldiers retreated.  Madden was found lying on the ground, groaning and 

apparently in agony.  He was removed to his surgeon and found to be mortally wounded.  

Two other associates were seriously shot.  Funderback has not been arrested.ò 

 

            ñLocal excitement over the Spanish-American War assumed a more regular and 

systematic turn yesterday,ò the Chattanooga Times stated on April 27, ñthat at any time 

since the beginning of the war.  The crowds that met each successive arrival of troops 

were not near so large as the throngs that gathered to witness the coming of the first 

troops for Chickamauga, and seemed to be composed mostly with people who had 

business with the new arrivals, relatives and friends of the soldiers, army officers, 

railroad men, transportation agents, hotel runners, draymen, reporters, newsboys, etc. 

 

 ñThe crowd around the Times bulletins was, if anything, larger than usual, and the 

excitement over the announcement of the capture of three large and valuable prizes by the 

American warships was very great indeed.  The Chickamauga hegira appears to be 

increasing in volume, and Rossville road was livelier than ever yesterday.  Local trade 

seems to be on the increase generally, and no cry of hard times is heard from anyone.  It 

is safe to say that there are very few idle men in the city now.  The arrival of Gen. 

Brookeôs army has directly and indirectly given work to a great many people, to say 

noting of the fact that it has also opened a market for a large quantity of Chattanoogaôs 

goods and productsé 

 

 ñThe scene at the military camp at Chickamauga yesterday was one of animation 

and beauty.  Here, there, and everywhere groups of officers as well as men of the line, all 

eagerly discussing the possibility of the rumored early invasion of Cuba.  Now and then a 

handsome horseman, traveling at full speed, would dash by.  During the greater part of 

the day the sun was shining brightly.  The air was cooled by the early morning rains and 

the atmosphere was balmy.  These were the conditions at Chickamauga yesterday. 



 

 ñGen. Brooke and staff were up and about early.  Gen. Brooke was one among the 

first to leave his cot.  He worked hard the day before, and had enjoyed a good nightôs 

rest, and each member of the staff arose with a hard dayôs work confronting him.  

Immediately after breakfast, Gen. Brooke, accompanied by Lieut. McKenna and others of 

his staff, made a complete round of the camp.  By this time the cavalrymen were at work 

grooming their horses and taking them to and from the watering places.  Now and then, 

one of the animals would become 

unruly, break away, and a lively chase 

would follow. Gen. Brooke is an 

excellent horseman, and he gave those 

present yesterday an exhibition that 

they enjoyed.   The general was 

passing down the government road in 

front of the Tenth Cavalry Camp 

during the early hours. Several 

cavalrymen came dashing down the 

road at breakneck speed.  One of the 

horses had broken away, and the 

manner in which Gen. Brooke reared 

his gallant mount to one side to head 

off the runaway opened the eyes of the 

bystanders and elicited applause from 

those who witnessed it.  After this 

round of the camps, Gen. Brooke 

returned to Camp Thomas where work 

commenced in earnesté         Colonel Sheridan and General Brooke. 

  

ñFor the most part the infantrymen stood around between showers or worked in 

making paths, sometimes in rock or gravel streets, the camps all being on the level with 

no drainage, the soft soil absorbing water, which two days of dry weather will make 

springy and elastic.  The band of the Eighth gave a concert in the colonels parade, and the 

Twenty-fifth had a crowd of colored visitors.  The Twenty-fourth were had at it getting 

their quarters in presentable shape.  About 4 oôclock the Second Infantry, headed by their 

band, the beautiful stars and stripes and national colors flying in the breeze, their fine 

band playing a stirring tune, turned their faces to the little hill in their front, across the 

boulevard, just north of Lytle, and started to camp.  They carried their belongings rolled 

in blankets with shelter tents outside, and went off with a swinging step.  They were 

headed for the Kelly field where they will quarter near the Twenty-fourth Infantry with 

whom they are brigadedé  Just after they started, another April shower began, but the 

Second didnôt mind a little thing like that, except to fold up their flags, which they 

cherish very tenderly.  The Twenty-fifth were to have a battalion drill in the new bugle 

telegraph code devised by Col. Burt.  The colors of the seventh were kissing the breeze in 

front of the commanding officerôs quarters.  Every tent that had a stove in it showed a 

wreath of smoke above the canvas roof and the interior was cozy and comfortable in 

strong contrast to the severe wintry air outside. 



 

  ñWhat will go down in history as the first order organizing the First Division, 

First Corps of the Cuban Army of Invasion was issued yesterday from corps 

headquarters. It is in terms as follows: 

 

  Camp Geo. H. Thomas 

  Chickamauga  Park, Ga. 

  April 20, 1898 

 

  General Field Order No. 7 

 

  The infantry of the command is organized as follows: 

 

  Infantry Division, Col. James J. Van Horn, Eighth Infantry, Commanding 

  First Brigade 

   Seventh Infantry ï Col. Benham. 

   Eighth InfantryðCol. Van Horn. 

   Twelfth InfantryðCol. Andrews. 

   Twenty-fifth InfantryðCol. Burt. 

    Second Brigade 

   Second InfantryðCol. Bates 

   Twenty-fourth InfantryðCol. Kent.  

   And such other Infantry as may arrive hereafter. 

 

  By command of Maj. Gen. Brooke,  

   M. A. Sheridan, Assistant Adjutant General  

 

 ñJ. B. Thedford, 54 years of age, and a resident of Chickamauga, Ga., was the 

victim of a brutal assault at the camps Monday evening. According to Thedfordôs story 

he was badly treated by the colored soldiers of the Twenty-fifth Infantry.  The old 

gentleman was about the tent of Col. Burt early in the evening, listening to the band.  As 

he left the camp, he offered someone a drink of whiskey; it is alleged, and instead of 

returning the bottle the soldier passed it around until they had drunk every drop.  This 

angered the old man, and some words followed.  Finally, he mounted his mule and left 

the camp.  While passing out of the park, he was attacked by a gang of colored soldiers, 

jerked from his horse and beat on the head.  Several of his teeth were knocked out.  He 

was taken to Bagwellôs store and remained there overnight.  He there stated that in 

addition to being assaulted, he had been robbed of some $30. 

 

            ñThe Spanish American War and Gen. Brookeôs arrival are now a part of the local 

routine of events,ò was the opinion of the Chattanooga Times on April 28, óand people 

are paying attention to only such features of either as are startling or unusualé Local 

business conditions are excellent and prices high, and rarely at any time since its 

founding has Chattanooga been in a more prosperous condition than it is right nowé   

 



            ñWednesday was another of those beautiful days at Chickamauga, and the city 

folks were there in numbers.  As the visitors passed the various commands, they waved 

handkerchiefs and banners of some sort, either American or Cuban.  They invariably 

received response form a score or more of soldiers.  At an early hour yesterday morning 

everything was a bustle at the great camp.  Gen. Brooke and his staff made their usual 

rounds of the camp, returning to their tents about 10:30.  During all this time the troopers 

were at work grooming their well-kept horses, while the infantry and artillery were 

polishing up their guns.  

 

            ñThe headquarters, Camp Thomas, was rather quiet until late in the afternoon.  

About 3 oôclock unusual activity was noticeable.  The staff officers moved about 

hurriedly, while orderlies were hustling about in all directions.  It soon became known 

that arrangements were being consummated to rush a detachment of artillerymen, with 

twelve cannon and a number of caissons to Tampa [Florida].  The entire camp was 

immediately thrown into feverish excitement.  The soldiers gathered in little squads, and 

again their discussions were renewedé Almost every army officer, and in fact, every 

man in camp was discussing the possibility of a very early dash to Cuba.ò 

 

          The Chattanooga Times provided the men at Chickamauga with war news from the 

other side of the world.  The April 28 issue described how the Asiatic fleet, under Rear 

Admiral George Dewey was nearing the Philippine Islands to bring the war to Spain in 

that area. 

 

            ñOrders were received last night from the war department,ò the Chattanooga 

Times announced on April 29, ñfor all batteries of artillery, the Twenty-fourth Infantry 

and the Tenth Cavalry to proceed at once (today if possible) to Tampa.  The language of 

the order created the greatest possible excitement at the Park, and while nothing was 

officially given out as to the meaning of the order, it is generally believed by officers and 

men that this movement indicates an early movement on the part of the government for 

the invasion of Cubaé 

 

            ñOne of the things most noted here as a consequence of the mobilization of troops 

at the park, has been the great interest in war aroused among all classes of people.  

Mechanics and operatives of the South Chattanooga foundries and factories spend the 

noon hour reading the Times extra and discussing the war.  Country people are flocking 

to town to hear the latest, and even the younger generation has taken up the craze.  

Yesterday at noon a great concourse of children gathered on east Eighth street and 

McCallie Avenue, carrying flags and broom sticks, and marching four abreast to the 

commands of several dozen future Napoleons.  At an earlier hour, another crowd of 

children, on their way to school, met a cavalry officer on Georgia Avenue.  They quickly 

surrounded him, blocking his progress, and after giving three rousing cheers, somewhat 

to the officerôs embarrassment, disappeared.  The gentler sex in the city are 

demonstrating a keen interest in the Spanish American War.  They compose a large 

portion of the throng around the Times bulletins, which they never pass by without 

stopping and readingé 

 



            ñCrowds visited Chickamauga yesterday.  The greater part of the day was bright, 

but late in the afternoon black clouds hovered over the camp, and toward evening a light 

rain fell, settling the dust on the roads over which hundreds of spanking horses had 

passed during the day.  The recent heavy rains soaked the ground at Chickamauga, but it 

was not long before it was well dried out, and dust was passing through the air. With the 

soldiers another day of feverish excitement had passed.  Rumor after rumor passed from 

camp to camp until intense excitement prevailed.  When a rider stopped at any camp he 

would be saluted with: óWell, friend, what have you heard?ô and other questions of like 

characteré 

 

            ñIn the evening an order promulgated by the war department was received by 

Gen. Brooke, to enlist every able-bodied man and fill up the regiments to full war 

strength.  This order carried with it the meaning that seven regiments of infantry were to 

be recruited to 1,200 men each, while the present strength is between 500 and 600.  

Recruiting stations are to be established at Chickamauga Park, and all able bodied men 

under the age of 35 years, who want to join the army are to be enlisted. The vast army at 

the Park will soon be filled to war strength. 

 

              ñChattanooga settled down to business,ò the Chattanooga Times reported on the 

last day of April, after nearly three weeks of excitement and furor over the war news and 

arrival of troops.  Things have once more dropped back in the old groove, and yesterday 

looked more like Chattanooga before the war and arrival of troops than it has anytime 

since.  There were no arrivals of soldiers, and the batteries of artillery that left 

Chickamauga Park for Tampa, Fla., in five sections did not enter the city, but transferred 

from the Chattanooga, Rome and Southern road at the target near the National Cemetery 

and passed on around the edge of the city en-route south. Large numbers of country 

people were in Chattanooga yesterday, and the Times bulletins were not neglected, but 

the excitement had died out, and given place to keen interest in all business features of 

the waré 

 

            ñIt is generally believed that at least a part of the volunteer army [i.e. State 

regiments] will be mobilized at Chickamauga, but no information as to numbers has been 

secured. Late last evening a representative of the Times called on Gen. Brooke at his 

headquarters and asked him whether he had been officially notified as to the 

concentration of the volunteer troops.  He said he had heard nothing official from the war 

department, all he knew about the concentration of troops here, he had read in the 

newspaper.  During the last week Engineer Betts has had two forces of men at work 

drilling wells.  At least forty new wells have been sunk since the mobilization of troops 

was commenced. 

 

            ñThe first brigade is in a transition stage, and one of its regiments, ð the Twenty-

fourth, a colored regiment, ð is under orders to leave for Tampa, Fla., as soon as 

transportation can be provided.  The Sixteenth came in after its long journey, and the 

First is thought to be en-route to the camp of the First Corpsé  

 



            ñAs stated above the Twenty-fourth Infantry is now under orders to report to Port 

Tampa for active service, and will break camp and leave just as soon as transportation 

can be provided, which will be this morning.  Early yesterday morning Gen. Brooke 

directed Adj. Gen. Shields to send an order to the Twenty-fourth directing that body to 

move at once to Tampa.  It was soon learned that it would be impossible for the regiment 

to get to Tampa during the day, and on this account, all companies were put to drilling as 

usual.  Col. Kent stated that he 

wishes to put the regiment as 

nearly on a war footing as 

possible; it has now 28 officers 

and 480 men.  This regiment has 

recruited a few men, not over a 

dozen.  If it had been permitted 

to remain here longer, there is no 

doubt, the officers say, that it 

soon would been filled to war 

strength, as many colored men in 

this section wanted to joiné 

This regiment has been through a 

number of Indian battles all over 

the west, and the men are known 

as fighters.  Maj. Ben Brown, of 

the regiment, was shot twice one 

day while out with a squad of 

twelve men to capture outlaws 

who had robbed the paymaster of 

the army.  In this conflict eight 

of the twelve men were shot.  

The men are all ready and 

anxious to go to the front. 

 
                                                              A woman offering a change in diet at Camp Thomas.       
 

             ñThe Ninth Cavalry, which has been ordered to the front, is also a colored 

regiment, which has been recruited to its war strengthé It is hardly probable that this 

regiment will get out before some late hour this morning.  There are about 650 enlisted 

men in this regiment.  Late yesterday afternoon the officers of the Ninth called on Gen. 

Brooke in a body.  Last night the men began to break camp, packing everything to be in 

readiness to leave this morning.  They will march to the city today and take trains hereé 

            

            ñThe average army officer at the park predicts that within a few hours every 

colored regiment in the park will have been loaded on trains and sent to the south to join 

the invading army.  The Tenth Cavalry, under command of Col. Guy V. Henry, and Col. 

Burtôs Twenty-fifth Infantry, both colored, expect to be called soon.  The men were 

somewhat disappointed at having failed to receive a call along with the other regiments. 



Chapter II: MAY  
 

            ñExpectancy is the word to characterize Chickamauga Park,ò The Chattanooga 

Times stated on May 1, 1898. Every regiment here in camp is sleeping on its arms, as it 

were, awaiting orders to move south.  The Ninth Cavalry and the Twenty-fourth Infantry 

yesterday went under orders to Tampa, the Twenty-fifty Infantry and the Tenth Cavalry, 

both colored, are packing up to leave, and it was currently reported last night that the 

Fifth and Sixth Cavalry had received orders to leaveé When the representative of the 

Times left the Chickamauga Park late Friday evening, it was expected that the Ninth 

cavalry would soon leave for Tamps.  The cavalry did not break camp until about 4 

oôclock yesterday morning.  The men marched to the city and took special trains over the 

Southern railway to the Port.  The procession was a long one, rounded up by baggage and 

hospital wagons. 

 

            ñThe Twenty-fourth infantry did not get off as soon as expected, and did not leave 

until after 1 oôclock yesterday afternoon.  The work of breaking camp commenced early 

in the morning, but was not vigorously prosecuted until about the noon hour, when the 

men commenced the task in earnest.  They were not long in packing up the tents and 

other baggage.  When the regiment was ready to march, Col. Kent and his adjutant took a 

position in front, riding a pair of spanking horses.  The regimental band followed, and as 

the troops marched through the park to the tunes of ñDixieò and ñMarching Through 

Georgia,ò cheer after cheer went up from the civilians who had thronged the roadway to 

witness the spectacle.  Hundreds of people witnessed the march and followed the 

procession over the hot and dusty roads.  This regiment is composed of colored men, 

about 500 in number, who have done duty in the Indian wars in the west.  In all about 

1,500 men have gone south, leaving in the neighborhood of 7,000 men encamped at 

Chickamaugaé 

 

            ñDuring the past several days several secret service men have reached the camp 

and are watching about in various portions of it.  They are here, it is understood, to keep a 

lookout for Spanish spies who might wander in this direction.  There are no fears of spies 

in the camp, but this move is only taken, it is understood, as a precautionary measureé 

 

          ñThe old song, a favorite at West Point of all classes, ñBenny Havens, O!ò has in 

its refrain, ñpromotionôs very slow.ò  In a general way, this statement is a cold fact, but 

every rule has its exception, and a time of war makes rapid changes among 

commissioned officers, as will be shown by the following orders: 

 

            ñCapt. K. M. Hardin has been given unlimited leave of absence and ordered to 

New York to accept the colonelcy of a regiment of New York volunteers.  Capt. Hardin 

entered the academy at West Point twenty-eight years ago; was made second lieutenant 

Seventh Infantry, June 17, 1874; first lieutenant May 4,1881, captain July 5, 1984.  He 

has been detailed, at time, for duty with the New York National Guard, hence the notable 

recognition of his ability by the state authorities. 

 



            ñFirst Lieut. Albert S. Frost, Twenty-fifth Infantry, has been given the colonelcy 

of a regiment of South Dakota volunteers, and will leave to assume the command.  He is 

a graduate of the infantry and cavalry school, 1887, was an enlisted man in the Eleventh 

Infantry from September 1881 to August 1884.  He was made second lieutenant Twenty-

fifth infantry August 1884; first lieutenant Seventh infantry, July 10, 1881, transferred to 

the Twenty-fifty infantry July 20, 1891. 

 

            ñFirst Lieut. C. C. Bailou, Twelfth Infantry is ordered to Springfield, Ill., for duty 

at the camp of volunteers rendezvous.  He will probably be given a field office in one of 

the new regiments.  He has seen twenty-five years service, beginning as a óplebeô in 

1882; he made second lieutenant in the Sixteenth Infantry July 1, 1890; first lieutenant 

Twelfth Infantry, April 28, 1893. 

 

            ñAs yesterday was the last day of an even numbered month, of course the regular 

bi-monthly muster for pay occurred in due form. This is one duty a soldier never misses, 

and the occasion was in its way a notable one, marked by due form and ceremony.  Each 

regiment in the command was paraded in heavy marching order and reviewed by its 

command officer, the band at the head of the column.  Then each command came into 

columns of companies and the roll of each was called.  As each manôs name was 

pronounced, he answered óHereô and came from a óright shoulderô to an óorder arms,ô and 

stood at attention.  The enlisted men has already signed the pay roll, and it is assumed 

that they paymaster will soon make a very welcome call with money, next week, perhaps.  

There are, say, sixty-two men in each company, and allowing for the difference in rank 

and emoluments the amount received will be about $1,700, aside from that due the 

officers, perhaps $400 more.  Seen from the hill in back of the Second Brigade, the 

movements were typical of the pomp and circumstances of glorious waré 

 

            ñHenry Bryant, a soldier of troop C, First Regiment was accidentally wounded 

late Friday afternoon.  One of the soldiers, by accident, let a pistol fall, which caused it to 

discharge.  The ball entered the muscle of Bryantôs left arm, passed around his breast on 

the outside of his ribs, making its exit at the nipple.  He was immediately taken to the 

hospital and his wound dressed.  As it is, the wound that might have proven fatal had the 

ball gone under the ribs, is not serious, and Bryant will soon be up and attending to his 

duties.ò 

               ñDespite extremely warm weather,ò stated the May 2, issue of the Chattanooga 

Times, ñand disagreeably dusty thoroughfares hundreds of people drove to Chickamauga 

yesterday, and hundreds more went by rail.  Thousands of people visited the great 

military rendezvous, many of them seeing a real army in camp for the first time.  Every 

railroad leading into Chattanooga ran excursions to the city, and by this means hundreds 

came from towns within a radius of 200 miles.  A consistent stream of conveyances 

poured through the park from early morning until late in the evening, and high born lady 

vied with simple rusticity in admiring the flower of the United States army, now 

encamped at Chickamauga. 



 ñPeople came in crowds in cars, in vehicles of all grades and conditions on wheels 

and on foot.  All day they drifted along the boulevards in shoals north, south, east, and 

west, and the groves were full of lunchers and resters.  It was a picnic of the first 

magnitude.  There was, of course, much to see in the camps of the five regiments of 

cavalry, and as many of infantry, but there was nothing doing in the martial way.  Before 

the time of President Hayes, inspection and dress parade was held by each regiment in the 

army on Sunday, but all that is changed now, Saturday is by comparison a busy day, and 

Sunday, almost literally is a day of rest, save for the guards, cooks, and teamsters.  The 

men like it ð soldiers always could and always will enjoy the condition that enjoys a 

relief from anything that savors of toil, and are believers in Walt Whitmanôs injunction 

óLoaf, and invite thy soul.ô 

 

The men admired the girls who visited the Park on bicycles. 

            ñAt Gen. Brookeôs headquarters everything was quiet during the day.  Up to a late 

hour yesterday evening, no further orders for the removal of troops had been received, 

although it is confidently believed by officers and men that most of the infantry will be 

ordered to Tampa, or some extreme coast point this week, hence everything about the 

camps is on the qui vive and ready to break camp at a moments notice. ñEarly in the 

evening the fine band of the Third Cavalry came over in a couple of army wagons and 

began a concert which lasted an hour or more.  The gem on the programme was óRobin 

Adair,ô the number most heartily applauded was óDixie,ô with óYankee Doodleô a close 

secondéò 

 

            Most of the men in the camps were aware that the latest news of the war 

concerned significant naval matters.  In the Philippines, Dewey had defeated the Spanish 



Pacific Squadron at the Battle of Manila Bay.  Closer to home, U. S. Lieutenant A. S. 

Rowan arrived at Bayamo to coordinate Cuban-US forces.  

 

            ñUnder the new law, just made by congress, the soldiers will be better paid in 

time of war than they have been paid in times of peace.  Instead of getting $13 per month 

the privates will be paid $15.00 per month, and the pay of the other ranks has been 

increased.  The increase was just about 20 per cent of the old pay.  Thirty-seven dollars 

per month is the estimated amount that the government will pay out for each private.  

This includes the cost of food, lodging, clothing, medical attention, and pay. The enlisted 

strength and scale of pay for the different grades in infantry and light battery follows: 

 

Company of Infantry    Monthly pay 

 

One First Sergeant    $50.00 

One Quartermaster Sergeant      21.00 

Four Sergeants (each)      21.00 

Twelve Corporals (each)      18.00 

Two Musicians (each)      15.00 

One Artificer      15.00 

One Waggoner      15.00 

Fifty-five to Fifty-nine Privates (each)      15.00 

 

Light Artillery 

 

One First Sergeant    $50.00 

One Quartermaster Sergeant      21.00 

One Veterinary Sergeant      21.00 

Six Sergeants (each)      21.00 

Fifteen Corporals (each)      18.00 

Two Farriers (each)      15.00 

Two Artificers (each)      15.00 

Two Musicians (each)      15.00 

One Saddler      15.00 

One Waggoner      15.00 

Fifty-five to Fifty-nine Privates (each)      15.00 

 

ñThese men are supplied with uniforms and all other necessary clothing, including 

shirts, drawers, undershirts, stockings, shoes, hats, caps, blankets, etc., and are 

well fed.  When all this is considered the scale of pay amounts to much more than 

it first seems.ò 

 

            On May 3 the Chattanooga Times reported a slow day at the park.   ñIt was an 

ideal day at Chickamauga yesterday to the native,ò the reporter wrote, ñbut a majority of 

the soldiers who he just come from a cold climate in the west, complained of the heat, but 

one of the surgeons of the Division stated to the Times that this kind of weather at this 

time would be of great benefit to the troops, accustoming them to the change so that by 



the time they are ordered further south, they will be in a measure acclimated. There was 

comparative quiet at the various camps, although the crowds of visitors were almost as 

great as any day of the week.  The routine drills began in earnest, and the men are 

beginning to feel that something more is to be expected of them than dress than dress 

paradeé 

 

 
 

Officers relaxing around the campfire at Camp Thomas. 

 

            ñNo orders of any kind affecting the movement of troops was received at 

headquarters, and there is a general belief about the naval engagement in the Philippines, 

in which Admiral Dewey won such a signal victory, that it will be several weeks before a 

general movement is made, if in fact it is made at all.ò 

 

            On May 4, the Chattanooga Times had more welcome news.  A front page 

headline proclaimed: ñVOLUNTEERS ARE COMING Chickamauga Is One of the 

Points of Concentration.ò 

 



            ñAdvices received late yesterday afternoon through the Associated Press were to 

the effect that a great part of the volunteer army would be mobilized at the Chickamauga 

Park for instruction and general maneuvering.   This was expected, and for the past few 

days, the park officials have been engaged in work making preparations for the reception 

of a large army. Many wells have been sunk, while every available spring has been 

cleaned out.  The officers have no fear of the water supply.  Gen. Brooke, as well as Col. 

Sheridan, and others, have contended all along that the park is sufficiently large enough 

to accommodate over100,000 troops if necessaryé All day yesterday additional supplies 

arrived at the park, and it is evident that the war department is rapidly making 

preparations to send a large body of soldiers to the park.ò 

 

            News was received from Washington that some of the Colonels in the park 

commanding regiments would be promoted to the rank of Brigadier General to command 

the volunteer state units that were coming.  One of these was Colonel Burt from the 

Twenty-fifth Infantry Regiment.  The news quickly leaked out to the men. ñThe scene in 

several camps Monday night,ò the Times reporter wrote, ñwas a very singular one for the 

regular army, where, after ótaps,ô silence is supposed to reign.  Dispatches came to 

several of the colonels who were to have yester been made brigadiers, of the good fortune 

in store for them.  The news rapidly got out, as did the regimental bands, and harmony 

and enthusiasm filled the air.  The cheerful racket was kept up till midnight, shared in by 

officers of all grades, and for that matter, by enlisted men, who were proud that their 

commanding officers had been promoted to wear a star instead of the eagle and given real 

rank in accordance with the posts they had been chosen to fill.ò 

 

            All across the country, men were rushing to join the volunteer state units.  

Hundreds of miles north of Chattanooga, in Cleveland, Ohio, a young man named Joseph 

Beiler enlisted in Troop B, of the 1st Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.  On Thursday May 5, 1898, 

he bought a small notebook and determined that he would keep a diary of his military 

experiences.  His first entry, for May 5, read:  ñTroop B. 1st. O V. C. left Cleveland O. 

today at 10 oôclock for Columbus arrived at Columbus at 4 

oôclock had to drill 4 miles to camp Bushnell & had to fix 

our tents before we could turn in for the night had no 

supper and only a sandwich for dinner it rained very near 

all day.ò  

 

The next day, Friday 6, Joseph Beiler, 1st Ohio 

Cavalry, wrote:  ñhad just two pieces of bread and one 

potatoe for breakfast fixed our tents up put floors in filled 

our mattress with straw went over to the head quarters were 

examined had a piece of bread piece of bacon & cup of 

coffee at four oôclock after we came back which was our 

dinner & supper it rained hard all day.ò        Joseph Beiler. 

 

ñThere is no doubt,ò the Chattanooga Times reporter wrote on May 7, ñbut what a 

large portion of the volunteer army will be mobilized at Chickamauga for the purpose of 

organization. It was learned yesterday from a reliable source that the war department is 



making preparations to send the troops here soon.  As Associated Press dispatch to the 

Times from Chicago last night stated that a large consignment of rations would be 

shipped in immediately from Chicago to this city.  Over four trainloads of food will be 

sent here, and it is impossible for the 6,000 men now encamped at Chickamauga to use 

all this.  The dispatch from Chicago follows: 

 

ñChicago, May 6 ð The government has ordered 2,000,000 rations now in 

Chicago to be sent at once to Chattanooga.  This will amount to about four 

trainloads of bacon, hard bread, sugar, coffee, beans, salt, pepper, and vinegar, the 

component parts of the soldiersô bill of fare.  

 

Maj. Smith and his men were busy today receiving the immense quantities of food 

that were called for suddenly by a telegram received from Washington.  The bacon 

amounts to twenty-seven cars ð 900,000 pounds. This will go via three different 

railroads in order to minimize delay.  Each of the items of principal food in the list of 

ration constituents will be shipped in quantities represented by six figures.  The total 

weight of the 2,000,000 rations will be 1,500,000 pounds neté 

 

 
The men of Company A, 16th Infantry Regiment, eating in the field. 



ñAll state troops are being mustered in on state camping grounds until their 

organization into regiments shall have been completed.  After this organization has been 

perfected, it is thought the majority of the will be concentrated at this point for general 

maneuvering and drill.  Official information as to the mobilization of the volunteers is 

expected to reach here today. 

 

At the state camping ground in Ohio, one member of the Volunteer army, Joseph 

Beiler, 1st Ohio Cavalry, wrote in his diary on Saturday May 7:  ñThe weather was worse 

today than yesterday it rained all day the mud is ankle deep I was digging ditches all 

forenoon had no more to eat than we had yesterday.ò  

 

In the Chattanooga area, the main story for May 7, was the description of the 

departure of the 25th Infantry Regiment ð the first unit to arrive at Chickamauga.  ñThe 

Twenty-fifth Infantry is now en-route to Tampa, Fla.,ò the Times reporter wrote, ñwhile 

in all probability the ultimate destination is the Dry Tortugas.  

 

ñAt an early hour yesterday morning the work of breaking camp was commenced, 

and long before the noon hour arrived, everything had been packed and hauled to 

Battlefield Station.  A few days ago President Wilburn, of the Chattanooga, Rome and 

Southern, and Agent Peebles of the Chattanooga, Nashville, and St. Louis railway, had a 

large loading platform erected at the station, which proved a great convenience.  

Immediately after the baggage was loaded and hauled to Battlefield Station, it was placed 

on board a freight train.  At 1:30 the train of baggage left for Tampa via Chattanooga. 

 

ñThe baggage train had just pulled out for Chattanooga when Col. Burt and his 

men started on the mile march from their old camp to Battlefield Station, formed in fours.  

Col. Burt led, riding his magnificent steed, followed by the regimental band, which 

discoursed popular airs.  The soldiers followed.  The procession was of some length, and 

the men were heartily cheered as they tramped on to the railroad station.  A train of 

tourist sleepers was awaiting them, and they went immediately aboard. The trail left 

Chickamauga for Chattanooga about 3:30 oôclock amidst much enthusiasm.  As the train 

left the little depot wild cheers rent the air.  To a representative of the Times, Col. Burt 

said all that bothered him was the fact that he had not received orders to go directly to 

Cuba with his command.   He stated further that every man in his regiment was anxious 

to go immediately to the front. 

 

ñUpon the arrival of the train at Chattanooga, several hundred Negroes 

congregated in the Western and Atlantic railway yards.  Among the number were many 

women who were muchly interested in the soldiers.  Amid cheers from the Chattanooga 

Negroes, the trail pulled out for Tampa. 

 

ñSect. Alger and Gen. Miles,ò the Chattanooga Times reported on May 8, ñspent 

some time today considering the question of the assignment of the major-generals to the 

several army corps that the regular army and volunteer branches of the army or to be 

divided.  Some of these, it is said, have been finally determined upon, but the selections 

made are withheld for the present.ò  There was much speculation about the possibility of 



General Wheeler or one of the other former Confederate generals coming to 

Chickamauga. 

 

 
Company A, 7th Infantry Regiment on parade. 

 

On the same day, Joseph Beiler, of the 1st Ohio Cavalry, wrote in his diary: 

ñWhen I got up this morning the sun was shining brightly after breakfast we put up the 

sides of the tents dried the blankets made a bench to sit on & a cubboard to put our dishes 

in & cleared up our tents we had a better dinner today I had a fill for the first time in 

camp this afternoon we played cards the ground is drying of fast a nice brisk is blowing 

& the sun is shining brightly & life is worth living after all.ò  

 

 The Chattanooga Times had a dramatic announcement to make on Monday, May 

9. ñFifty thousand soldiers of the United States army are to he mobilized at once at 



Chickamauga park.  The notification came yesterday to Gen. Brooke from Secretary [of 

war] Alger, and the news was quickly spread through the camp and into the city.  These 

volunteers are to be brought here to be organized into corps, divisions, brigades, and 

regiments, preparatory to doing duty for their country in case they are needed in the war 

with Spain.  This vast volunteer army is made up of the flower of young American 

citizens, the pick of the National Guard from every state in the Union, who have 

determined to fight until Cuba is free and the Maine is avenged. 

 

 ñAlready orders have been sent from Secretary Alger to the governors of 

Massachusetts, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Indiana, and other states to dispatch their 

volunteer regiments to Chickamauga Park at once, and before the end of the week, the 

regular army now in camp at the Park will have been supplemented by many thousand 

soldiers from the various states. 

 

 ñIt has been officially announced that the following distinguished officers will be 

in command of the various corps: 

 

 ñMaj. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, famous in the Army of Northern Virginia, the hero of 

Havana, and the idol of all sections. 

 

 ñMaj. Gen. Wilson, the distinguished cavalry leader in the union army, whose 

great raid was one of the notable events of the Civil War. 

 

 ñMaj. Gen. Joseph H. Wheeler, óFighting Joe,ô of Alabama, whose record is 

known to all men in the South. 

 

 ñThe following lately appointed brigadier generals, ex-colonels in the regular 

army, will be here to give young soldiers the benefit of veterans experience, extending 

back more than a third of a century. 

 

 ñBrig. Gen. Burt, late colonel of the Twenty-fifty infantry who left here on 

Saturday for Tama. 

 

 ñBrig. Gen. Summer, late colonel of the Third Cavalry, who is still in command 

of his regiment.  

 

 ñBrig. Gen. Snider, late colonel of the Nineteenth Infantry, who has not yet left 

that organization. 

 

 ñBrig. Gen. Compton, lately given the star of a brigadier. 

 

 ñIn round numbers, the order contemplates movement hither of at least 50,000 

men in the three arms of the service, viz. 

  45 regiments of infantry, 45,000 men. 

  9 regiments of cavalry, 10,000 men. 

  4 batteries of light artillery, 700 men. 



 ñRegular army officers have been for some days past mustering in volunteers, and 

thousands of them are nearly ready to start toward the front, stopping on Chickamaugaôs 

historic field to become partially acclimated and ready for the next forward movementé 

They are coming in force, and coming sooné 

 

 ñGen. Boynton stated last night, that the volunteers ordered to Chickamauga Park 

will be located in camps east of the LaFayette Road, which runs north and south almost 

through the center of the park.  óThe infantry, I understand,ô said he, ówill be located 

along Chickamauga Creek, so that water can be had easily. The park can accommodate 

50,000 additional soldiers easily, but 60,000 would fill it up completely.ô 

 

 
Reedôs Bridge, located on the east side of the Park. 

 

 ñGen. Boynton stated that his information on the locations from which the troops 

are to be sent to Chickamauga was meager, but that he knew 50,000 had been ordered 

here, and would begin arriving as soon as arrangements can be made for transportation.  

He said that the park force would continue drilling wells indefinitely, arrangements 

having been made to secure additional drilling apparatus from other pointsé 

 

 ñNotwithstanding the beautiful weather, there were not as many visitors to the 

park as on the previous Sunday.  The most of the visitors came down on the special trains 

on the Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern railway.  The regular train from Carrolton, 

brought up a number of Georgians from points on the line who returned home that 

evening.  A large number of wheelmen from the city came out in the afternoon. 

 

 ñAt 4 oôclock Chaplain Bateman of the Sixteenth Infantry, conducted religious 

services at the stand back of Kellyôs field where the park was dedicated.  He was assisted 

by Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Rood, Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Chambliss and other singers of the city.  



There was a large attendance of soldiers who manifested much interest in the services.  

Chaplain Bateman is a good talker and his sermon was quite interestingé 

 

 
Religious services at the Park. 

 

 ñSixty-six new recruits arrived last night at 6:20 oôclock at the Central depot on 

train No. 5 of the Southern Railway in charge of Lieut. Barnum and Pvt. Huff of the 

Tenth Cavalry.  Pvt. Huff had 13 recruits from Boston for the Seventh Infantry, and 

Lieut. Barnum had 53 from Fort Slocum, N.Y. to be divided up among the various 

commands at the Park.  All the recruits were white men, mostly Irish and Germans.  They 

were a tired, dusty looking set in their new uniforms, and they seemed glad that their 

journey was about to end.  They remained in the general waiting room at the depot until 

11:10 oôclock last night, at which time they left for the park.  During this interval, the 

recruits slept, wrote letters to their relatives, and read the latest news from the fronté 

 

 ñThe first consignment of equipment for recruits for the regular army arrived at 

the Park yesterday, and was quickly divided out among the regiments and distributed.  

Each man gets two suits of underclothing, trousers, blouse, flannel shirt and two blankets.  

The recruits yesterday were supplied with these things, and it was an interesting sight to 

witness the distribution.  The new men seemed to be transformed at once from gawky, 

awkward fellows to quick, sensitive soldiers by the mere donning of Uncle Samôs official 

habitments.   One could not help but realize that it at once becomes an honor and a 

pleasure to take service under a government which is now enlisted in so noble a cause.  

The new men wore a look of conscious pride as they carried away their new toggery, 

feeling that a great change had come into their lives. 

 

 ñWith the advent of the first regiment at Chickamauga National Military Park, 

marking the beginning of Camp Thomas, commenced a rush that seemed likely to 



overwhelm the local officials of the Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern Railroad, upon 

which fell the transportation of thousands of men, horses, and mules, quartermasterôs 

supplies, food and forage, saying nothing of the additional passenger travel, which 

followed at once as a matter of course, and which must be accommodatedé The 

Southern Railroad will, this morning, complete a large loading platform at Rossville, and 

will offer it for the use of the army at Chickamauga Park.  This is done to assist the 

Chattanooga, Rome and Southern in the event that óhurry ordersô should come and 

embarrass themé This generous offer guarantees the quick and prompt handling of 

troops to and from the parké 

 

 
Issuing uniforms and equipment to the new soldiers. 

 

Joseph Beiler, the volunteer still in Ohio with the 1st Ohio Cavalry, wrote in his 

diary: Monday 9  ñI was put on guard duty last night was two hours on & four hours of 

for 24 hours had to stay at the guard house all the time I was not out on a post duty well 

every thing goes along lovely now we had three pretty good meals today we had ham & 

eggs for breakfast browned ribs of beef potatoes & bread for dinner & beef steak & fried 

onions & bread for supper we are now soldiers of the U. S. of A. we were sworn in this 

evening there were 20 thrown out of troop B. before we were sworn.ò  

 

 ñThe post office business at Battlefield Station is assuming large proportions.  

There are four mails per day, except Sunday, and postmaster Bagley has his hands full 

from morning until night distributing the mail to the various regiments.  There were 

twenty full pouches in the first mail yesterday morning.  The transportation of the mail 

from Chattanooga to the Battlefield Station has been placed under the jurisdiction of 

Postmaster Sharp of this city, and a clerk has been assigned to sort the mail on the train.  



At the post office, the mail is fixed up in pouches for each regiment, and it is delivered to 

the various regimental camps, where it is properly distributed by officers who are 

acquainted with the personnel of the commandé 

 

 
Bags of mail on the loading platform at Lytle. 

 

 

 ñMajor General Brooke was yesterday notified,ò announced the Chattanooga 

Times on May 10, ñthat 50,000 of the volunteer troops would be assembled at 

Chickamauga for active maneuvering, and active preparations for their reception are now 

in progress at the park.  During the past several days, a large force of men have been at 

work, constructing a large warehouse on the government property opposite Battlefield 

Station, while numerous sidetracks have been laid by the Chattanooga, Rome, and 

Southern railway.  A loading station has been built at Rossville by the Southern and 

Alabama Great Southern roads, while the Georgia, Western, and Atlantic have put up a 

loading station at Ringgold.  These increased facilities will all be needed when the troops 

commence to arriveé. 

 

 ñRecruits are arriving at the park in large numbers, between 200 and 300 having 

reached Chickamauga yesterday.  The newcomers are from recently established 

recruiting stations all over the country.  During the past few days many of the recruits are 

from the east, coming from Boston, New York and Baltimore.  Upon their arrival at the 

park the men are sent to the regiments to which they have been assigned by the recruiting 

officer.  They are taken into camp and given general instructions as to the life of a private 

soldier.  After this preliminary is over, they are turned over to a sergeant and drilled. As a 

rule, five or six raw recruits are turned over to one sergeant, who upon taking them into 

an open field, and teaches them the regulation army step.  In the infantry they are next 



provided with a gun and taught how to handle it.  In the cavalry the men are provided 

with a horse, saddle, and saber.  They are first taught to mount and dismount, etc., and 

afterward the more difficult part of the tactics.  The teaching of these recruits to drill is 

easier explained than performed.  The average recruit upon entering the army has never 

handled a gun, while inevitably they know nothing at all about drilling.  The majority of 

the recruits are drilled two or three times each day, until they are accustomed to their 

duties.  After they become proficient in the small squad drill, they are assigned to 

companies and permitted to join in the company drillé 

 

 
First instruction at drill.  

 

 ñThe work of collecting supplies for the volunteer army soon to be at 

Chickamauga is an undertaking of almost as great magnitude as that of mobilizing the 

army itself.  The busiest place and the busiest scent in Chattanooga is at the government 

supply depot on Boyce Street, which is also the headquarters of Capt. W. K. Wright, 

depot commissariat and assistant quartermaster generalé Mr. Wright and Mr. Thomas 

stated to a Times reporter that they would be obliged to rent every vacant room and 

warehouse in the business portion of the city in which to store the two and a half million 

rations.  At the lowest estimate, twenty large storerooms will be necessary to hold this 

large quantity of provisionsé 

 

 ñOn Saturday the proprietor of one of the largest brick blocks in the city rented 

every room in his building, and yesterday he had twenty-five applications for rooms 

which he could not furnish.  The hotels are doing a land-office business and every land 

lord and land lady in the city who has rooms, furnished or unfurnished, to rent about a 

week ago are now turning applicants away. A Times reporter who canvassed the boarding 

houses yesterday found that each had received an increase of boarders over the past 

weeké 

 

 ñThe recruiting station of the Tenth Cavalry at the Bates block did a land-office 

business yesterday, Lieut. Barton receiving forth applications.  Lieut. Barton says that the 



applicants, as a rule, are all fine physical specimens.  They are not all from this city, but 

are drifting in from all parts of the surrounding section   As a result, Lieut. Barton has all 

the work that he can perform.  Out of the forty applicants that were examined yesterday 

by Dr. Fain, Lieut. Barton selected the following Negroes on account of their superior 

physical qualifications and sent them to the park to join the regiment: 

 Augustus Hargraves, of 

Dallas County, Ala. 

 Robert Edwards, of Bald 

Knob. Ark. 

 William Graves, a day 

laborer, residing on Warrenôs 

Alley, this city.  and 

 Martin McBride, 

formerly a driver for A. J. Ault, 

residing at 308 Lookout St., this  

   city. 

This makes a total of eight 

recruits enlisted since the office 

was established.  Lieut. Barton 

says that this office is the first of 

any of the four established at 

Knoxville, Atlanta, Louisville, 

and this city to secure recruits for 

the Tenth Cavalry, the others 

having met with indifferent 

success.      Men of the 10th Cavalry. 

 

Joseph Beiler, 1st Ohio Cavalry, wrote in his diary: ñTuesday 10 ð This forenoon 

I was on police duty this afternoon I done nothing but read & write letters until 4 oôclock 

when we had to drill for the first time since we are in camp in the evening it rained.ò 

 

 On May 11, the Chattanooga Times announced that the troops at Chickamauga 

had been ordered at once to Tampa.  ñBy Thursday night, unless the volunteer troops 

arrive before that time, Camp George H. Thomas, Chickamauga, will be deserted.  Maj. 

Gen. Brooke yesterday morning received orders from the war department at Washington 

directing him to send all cavalry and infantry troops ð about 6,000 now encamped  at 

Chickamauga to southern points without delayé 

 

ñThe scent at the Park last night was one of animation and beauty.  Almost every 

soldier in the camp was up and about until a late hour.  One could stand off at some 

distance and see the forms of the stalwart men as they roamed about between their tents 

and the brilliant light of the campfires.  The scenes at the park this morning will be well 

worth witnessing.  It is expected that several hundred people will be out at an early hour.  

Orders have been issued suspending all drills in the various commands and everybody 

will devote their entire time to making final preparation for departure. 

 



ñThe soldiers in several of the commands worked all night and this morning will 

find them well worn out.  They will then have to perform their greatest task, that of 

breaking camp. The commanding officers of the four regiments to leave today announced 

last night that they would commence breaking camp at daylight and would be loaded and 

ready to leave early in the morning.  They are scheduled to depart at 6 oôclock, but it is 

very doubtful if the first two regiments scheduled to depart are ready to go before 9 or 10 

oôclock.ò 

 

 
A regiment leaving camp. 

 

The paper also reported an item from Washington stating: ñGen. Wheeler left this 

morning for Camp Thomas, Chickamauga.  In the field Gen. Wheeler will have command 

of the cavalry, and he expects to be among the first to go to Cuba, in fact, he so informed 

the members of the Alabama delegation this morning at the train, when they all went to 

see him off.ò 

 

Joseph Beiler, 1st Ohio Cavalry, wrote: ñWednesday 11: This morning I went to 

the doctor I have a little cold the doctor put me on the no duty list so I don't have any 

thing to do at all it rained again this evening.ò  

 

 ñGen. Brookeôs provisional army at Chickamauga is on the move to the coast.  

Three regiments of cavalry, the Second, Third, and Sixth, left yesterday, while three 

regiments of infantry will follow today.  The remaining two regiments of Cavalry, the 

First and Tenth will leave on Friday.  The Sixth and Twelfth Infantry are booked to leave 

this week, probably not before Sundayé 

 



 ñAt the camps of the Second, Third, and Sixth cavalry, the men remained up late 

Tuesday night packing.  They were again up at about 4:30 oôclock yesterday morning 

making the final preparation for their departure.  There was an unusual scene of activity 

about the camps of the Third and Sixth Cavalry yesterday morning.  These two camps 

were located adjoining below Lytle hill.  At 7 oôclock ógeneralô was sounded, which is 

the signal for lowering of tents.  There was hustling and breaking camp, and by 8:25 

everything was loaded on wagons, and the soldiers were ready for their long journey to 

the coasté It was arranged that the regiments load at Rossville and Ringgold in order 

that there would be no delay in hurrying the troops to Tampa.  The Sixth Cavalry 

marched to Ringgold, arriving there about 10 oôclock.  They commenced the work of 

loading from the recently constructed platform, and finished the task late in the afternoon.  

Three special trains were provided and the first one left for Tampa soon after the noon 

hour, the other departing during the afternoon and evening. 

 

 ñThe Third lost no time in reaching Rossville, where a long string of suitable cars 

were waiting on the Belt railwayôs tracks.  The stock was first loaded, and sent to 

Chattanooga, from which point it went over the Southern system to Tampa.  The baggage 

wagons, etc., were next loaded, the men going later.  The last of the soldiers left Rossville 

for Chattanooga last evening.  Great crowds gathered at the railroad yards to see them 

off.  All of the soldiers were in the best of spirits, and glad to get awayé 

 

ñAs stated in a previous article, all the soldiers who came to the Park from New 

Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado were provided with beautiful Navajo blankets, which 

they purchased from the Indians.  Two troops of the Second Cavalry are from New 

Mexico, and two more, B and I are from Colorado.  The members of these troops, finding 

that they had no use for Navajo blankets in this climate, and realizing that they were 

likely to prove to be an encumbrance on the coast and in Cuba, were busy during the 

hours mentioned, seeking purchasers for their beautiful blankets.  Some rare bargains 

were struck.  One trooper sold a beautiful black and white blanket of exquisite design to a 

local merchant for $10, just a third of its actual worth.  Another red, yellow, and green 

blanket went for $15, and many admirers of art and objects de luxe were in great luck last 

night, by securing at a low price some of the very finest Navajo blanketsé 

 

 ñMaj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, better known as óFighting Joe of Alabama,ô arrived 

at Chickamauga Park yesterday morning at 9 oôclock.  Gen. Wheeler it will be 

remembered, has been named by the President to command a division of the volunteer 

army to be mobilized at the Chickamauga Camp.  Upon receiving his commission at 

Washington, he was instructed to come direct to Chickamauga and report to Gen. Brooke 

for duty.  Gen. Wheeler did not even wait to get his uniform, but packed his valise and 

started on his journey south, reaching Chattanooga at 7:40 yesterday morning.  He was 

met at the depot by Gen. Henry V. Boynton, president of the National Park Commission, 

as well Commissioner A. P. Steward, of the Chickamauga Park 

 

 ñAfter a hasty breakfast at the Central passenger station, these three gentlemen 

accompanied by Maj. M. H. Clift and Capt. J. P. Smart of this city boarded the 

Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern train for the battlefield.  Upon arrival, at the 



Battlefield Station, Gen. Wheeler, accompanied by Gens. Boynton and Stewart, was 

driven in a carriage to Gen. Brookeôs headquarters, where he formally reported for duty.  

Of course none of the volunteers have arrived at the park as yet, and on this account Gen. 

Wheeler will have a few dayôs rest.  He has been hard at work in Washington these for 

the past several days and relief from duties for a few days will greatly benefit him. 

 

 

 ñA representative of the Times rode out to 

Chickamauga with Gen. Wheeler.  The Gen. Is 61 

years of age, small in stature, and rather slender.  

Gen. Wheeler, in many respects, resembled Gen. 

Henry V. Boynton, only that he is not quite as 

tall.  To the Times man he stated that he was in 

the best of health and ready to perform any duty 

to which he might be assigned.  The Maj. Gen. 

stated that he had received no instructions as to 

his new duties.  He continued: óI was instructed 

by the war department to report to Gen. Brooke at 

Camp Thomas, Chickamauga, immediately, and 

left Washington on the first train.  I have no idea 

as to my assignment.  Gen. Brooke will look after 

that.ô        General Joseph Wheeler. 

 

ñôGen. Wheeler, what do you think of the present condition of the U.S. army?ô 

 

ñôThe president has devoted his entire appointing power in trying to get an 

efficient corps of officers to organize the army with great promptness.  In doing this, he 

has appointed all brigadier generals from the regular United States army and appointed 

all brigadier generals of the army as major generals and is now selecting staff officers 

upon the same basis.  I think there will be but very little work in accomplishing this work.  

Recruiting officers have gone out over the country, and I understand that their work is 

progressing with a degree of satisfaction.ô 

 

ñGen. Wheeler was then asked by the Times man as to the extent of the 

mobilization at this point.  He remarked: 

 

ñôI know nothing about the volunteer army to be concentrated here except what I 

have seen in the press dispatches.  Before leaving Washington, I heard from Maj. Gen. 

Wilson.  He stated that he would be in Chickamauga either Friday or Saturday, and I 

understand there has been no change in his plans.  Maj. Gen. Lee has been requested to 

remain in Washington a day or two, to wind up his consular business, and receive 

information about his future duties. 

 

ñôGen. Wheeler, do you expect to go to Cuba?ô 

 



ñôI donôt know whether I will go the island or not.  During my whole military 

career, I never asked for an order, or objected to an order, nor have I asked a moments 

delay in obeying an order.  Gen Brooke is now my commander, and every effort of mine 

will be to promptly and strictly comply with his orders and to make my command 

efficient.  I take it this way, that the government knows all of the acts, and the soldiers 

have nothing to do, save carry out the policies of the administration and obey promptly 

the orders of the commanders.  As yet I have received no information about going to 

Cuba.  I am ready to go wherever my commander may directéô 

 

ñAfter spending some time at the headquarters of Gen. Brooke, Gen. Wheeler, 

accompanied by Gen. Van Horn rode over the Chickamauga Park.  This is not the first 

trip over the battlefield, as is a well-known fact, Gen. Wheeler took a conspicuous part in 

the Battle of Chickamauga.  Yesterday was the first time he has been on the field in 

years.  As he stood in front of Gen. Brookeôs headquarters yesterday afternoon and 

viewed the signal corps operations and passing cavalrymen, he remarked: óThis reminds 

me of old times.  I am glad to be here again.ô 

 

ñGen. Wheeler visited the various camps and rode over the portion of the park 

between the LaFayette Road and the Chickamauga Creek, where the greater part of the 

volunteers are to be camped.  He said to a Times man that he deemed the park a 

handsome place for the mobilization of troops, and that a more suitable spot could not be 

found.  Last evening Gen. Wheeler returned to the city, accompanied by his old-time 

friend Gen. Henry V. Boynton. 

 

ñEverybody was happy at Chickamauga yesterday.  The paymaster arrived on the 

early train from Chattanooga, and paid the soldiers during the dayé Over $100,000 had 

been shipped to Chickamauga and was delivered to the paymasters upon their arrival 

thereé In order to expedite the work, each paymaster was given certain regiments to pay 

off.  About two hours were taken up in paying the soldiers in each command.  Each 

company was called into line, and as the officers called the roll, the men were paidé. 

 

ñThe outfit of an infantry soldier in the United States army on active service, 

which must be carried on campaign is as follows: 

 2 blankets    10 pounds 

  1 rubber poncho   2 pounds 

 1 half shelter tent   2 pounds 

 1 overcoat    6 pounds 

 1 pair shoes    2 pounds 

 1 cake soap    3.5 ounces 

 1 pair trousers    2 pounds 

 1 shirt     1  pound 

 1 pair drawers    11.50 ounces 

 1 pair socks    3.45 ounces 

 1 towel     2.50 ounces 

 1 blanket bag    2 pounds 

 Haversack and rations   9 pounds 



 Rifle, bayonet, field belt, scabbard 12.5 pounds 

 Canteen, filled and cup  4.5 pounds 

 Ammunition,100 rounds  6 pounds 

 

 Total     64.5 pounds 

 

ñThis does not include the clothing, and incidentals, as pocket knife, pipe, 

tobacco, money, etc., which would make the total nearer 70 pounds.  This would make a 

fairly good load for a pack mule.  By the terms of a recent order from provisional corps 

headquarters, the men in the ranks are to be relieved of as much as possible.  The 

knapsack, tent, blankets, overcoat, canvas half, change of clothing, soap and towels, are 

to be carried on a wagon, two of which be furnished to each company.  This will take 

about seventeen pounds off the shoulders of the tramping soldiers, leaving some forty-

seven pounds, which is an awful burden to bear under the tropical sun, where every 

pound pulls down with double the force of its actual weighté 

 

ñLieut. Barton, the officer in charge of the Tenth Cavalry recruiting station in the 

Bates block, received a telegraphic order yesterday morning from adjutant Barnam, of his 

regiment, instructing him to send all recruits to Tampa, Fla., instead of New Orleans, La., 

after today, and, if possible, to clothe them in the regulation uniform before they starté 

There seems to be no end to the enthusiasm of the colored population of this city and 

section, and the office is doing so very well that it is almost certain to be continued.  

Yesterday, Lieut. Barton had forty applications for enlistment, out of which number the 

following were selected.  Samuel M. Jones, laborer, of DeKalb County, Ala., and Charles 

C. Senters, laborer of 611 Seventh street of this city.  These men were sent to Tampa 

pursuant to the last order.  This makes a total of twelve recruited from the local office.ò 

 

Still in Ohio, Joseph Beiler. 1st Ohio Cavalry, wrote:  ñThursday 12: It rained all 

last night & was still raining this morning the sun came out this noon and dried of the 

ground pretty good.ò               ó  

 

On May 13, The Chattanooga Times reported that the men who had left Camp 

Thomas for Tampa, Florida had arrived with no problems. ñThe United States army at 

Chickamauga,ò the reporter continued, ñis rapidly going south.  Three regiments left the 

park yesterday, two are scheduled to depart this morning, leaving the First and Tenth 

Cavalry to break camp Saturdayé Nothing out of the ordinary attended the departure of 

the three infantry regiments.  At each of the camps, the men arose at 4 oôclock, and went 

immediately to work, packing the baggage that had not been looked after the evening 

before.  The Second and Seventh broke camp almost simultaneously at 6:30 oôclock.  In a 

very few minutes their baggage was loaded on wagons, and the march to the railway 

stations was commenced. 

 

ñThe Seventh marched to Rossville, and there loaded on the Southernôs loading 

station, leaving about 11 oôclock over the road for Tampa.  The second left from 

Ringgold, the citizens of the little town turned out en masse to witness the departure of 

the soldiers.  They were not long in loading their train, pulling out promptly at noon.  On 



account of the loading facilities at Ringgold, it was impossible for the Sixteenth to load 

until in the afternoon, and on this account this regiment did not leave their camp until 

about 10 oôclock, when they marched to Ringgold, leaving that point in the afternooné 

 

ñChattanooga witnessed a fair example of what a soldier does when he is paid off 

yesterday. In fact, it did not take the local merchants long to find out that Gen. Brookeôs 

army had received their pay. Those of the soldiers, both infantry and cavalry, who could 

came to town, and what they did for their monthôs pay was enough to make a thrifty man 

shed tears. They dined at Neddos 

and elsewhere on oysters and wine, 

óset óem up,ô to every Tom, Dick, 

and Harry that came their way, and 

óblew themselvesô generally.  

Sergeant J. P. Smith, colored, of 

the Tenth Cavalry, was walking up 

Market street yesterday afternoon, 

when his attention in some way 

was attracted to a very ragged little 

Negro boy, about 12 years old.  He 

took the boy into Wildmanôs 

clothing store, where he purchased 

him a complete outfit, hat, shoes, 

and clothing, for the sum of $10, 

and made him put them on.  When 

the boy emerged from the store, 

his companions scarcely 

recognized him, so great was the 

metamorphosis.  The bootblacks 

did a thriving business yesterday 

on the strength of the soldierôs pay 

day, for every trooper, as soon as 

he had swallowed a few Manhattan 

cocktails, wanted his boots blacked 

from heel to topé 
                   A soldier on pay day. 

 

ñUsing a slang expression, it might be said óThere was a hot time in Georgiaô 

Wednesday night.  All of the soldiers were paid off Wednesday, and during the evenings, 

the canteens did a lively business. Many of the soldiers imbibed too freely, and painted in 

glowing colors Lytle on the hill.  In front of the Lytle post office there is a sign.  The sign 

reads: óRubber Boots For Sale.ô  As there are about three inches of dust on the road in the 

vicinity of the station, the soldiers decided that the sign was as useless as the boots, and 

proceeded to perforate the placard with bullets.  The fusillade continued for several hours 

and the residents of the little village were terror-stricken, expecting every moment to be 

shot.  Several hundred shots were fired.  Guards were sent out from the various camps 

and a number of the men were arrested and are now ódoing timeô in the guard house for 

their offense.  Fortunately, no one was hurté 



 

ñA large number of the men in the regular army are devotees of fortune, in that 

they are dead game sports, born gamblers who will cheerfully risk money on the turn of a 

card and are always ready to sit into a little game.  To them, payday in camp is an oasis of 

cheerfulness in the desert of dullness, drilling, guard, and fatigue duty.  They have 

improved their opportunity and in the vicinity of the canteens under the shade of small 

groves, a tin horn gambler would find a paradise.  Everything is ówide open,ô even to beer 

bottles and the man who asked to tempt fortune had his choice of methods, Poker, chuck-

a-luck, craps, and the western game óRush Reuben,ô were the favorites.  One man of 

foreign partialities had a roulette wheel in operation, and the boys were invited to ómake 

game while the ball rolls.ô  And they did, sometimes to their sorrow.  While there were 

some verbal quarrels, nothing in the shape of a bloody affray occurred.  Winners and 

losers were philosophicalé 

 

 
Card games in camp. 

 

ñMaj. Gen. Joe Wheeleré was yesterday ordered by the war department to 

Tampa, and will command the invading cavalry in Cuba. When Maj. Gen. Wheeler 

received his orders, he was at the dedicatory exercises on Snodgrass Hill.  As soon as 

possible, he left the rostrum and after spending a few moments at the headquarters of 

Maj. Gen. Brooke, left for Chattanooga.  Gen. Wheeler gave an example of his energy 

and activity yesterday.  His orders were to go by the first train to Tampa.  He left the 

speakers rostrum at the park as soon as he received the orders, and reached the city just 

twenty minutes before the Southern train was to leave.  He had to go to the Read House, 

pack his baggage, and get to the Central depot.   He secured a hack, while a friend 

telephoned the railroad authorities to hold the train for him a few minutes.  But the 

general did not want the train held.  He made up his mind to get off on time, and he did.  

He prepared his baggage, purchased his ticket by telephone, and had it waiting when he 

reached the station.  Several gentlemen who witnessed the feat observed that if the 



Spaniards óexpected to escape Joe Wheeler, they would have to get a move on themô such 

as they had never done before.  Gen. Wheeler has not even received his uniform as yeté 

 

  While Wheeler was rushing to leave Chickamauga, Private Joseph Beiler, 1st Ohio 

Cavalry, wrote in his diary: ñFriday 13. This morning we received orders to move on to 

Chickamauga and we were all day getting readyò  

 

 
A typical company headquarters at Camp Thomas. 

 

 ñNearly all the regular troops have left the Chickamauga camp,ò The 

Chattanooga Times reported on May 14, ñand for the next three or four week it will 

present a rather desolate appearance.  Early yesterday morning the Eighth and Twelfth 

infantry regiments broke camp, leaving immediately for Tampa, Fla. Their ultimate 

destination is Key West, from which port they will embark for Cubaé This morning the 

last two regiments, the First and Tenth Cavalry, will break camp, and go immediately to 



Tampa, Fla... Col. Sheridan, adjutant on Gen. Brookeôs staff, said yesterday afternoon, 

óThere will be 40,000 to 50,000 troops mobilized to Chickamauga to be equipped, 

trained, and organized for service.ôò 

 

One of the thousands of men coming to Chickamauga, Joseph Beiler, 1st Ohio 

Cavalry, wrote in his diary:  ñMay14:  We were ready to move at 8 oôclock but did not 

start untill 12 oôclock  & then marched 4 miles to Columbus where we took the train & 

got to Cincinatta at 8 oôclock.ò 

 

ñAlthough reveille was sound in the cavalry camps before sunrise,ò The reporter 

for the Chattanooga Time wrote on May 15, ñit was hours before the welcome call of 

óboots and saddlesô was heard. Ordinarily the interval would have been a brief one.  In 

this case the delay was chargeable not to the lack but the newness of transportation 

facilities.  Given six green mules to be driven by one line, and a driver who has never 

used that sort of guidance and the feat is more difficult than to tool a four-in-hand, 

because mules are opinionated and set in their ways. 

 

 

ñThe Tenth, under Lt. Col. Baldwin, got away about 9:30.  Forming on the 

northeast slope of Snodgrass Hill, commanded by the four cannons that flank the 

monument of the Eighteenth 

Ohio light battery, they were 

at ease until the wagon train 

was ready.  Then the 

regiment, moving óright by 

twosô led across the plain in 

the reverse direction from 

that taken by Grangerôs corps 

when they marched to the 

succor or Thomas on 

September 20, 1863.  They 

took their way through 

Rossville Gap and landed on 

the cars at a platform built by 

the side of the Belt railroad 

near East End. 
     The 10th Cavalry Regiment. 

 

ñIt was 11 oôclock when the First filed from their camp near the Dyer house, past 

Park headquarters, starting on their march to Ringgold, the fine band at the head of the 

column, mounted on gray horses playing in beautiful style óThe Stars and Stripes 

Forever,ô and the guidons, the stars and stripes, and the yellow flag bearing the national 

coat of arms. It was a stirring sight and one to stir the blood and quicken the pulse of man 

with martial instincts. 

 



 
Map showing Battlefield Station and Regular Camps. 

 

ñThe Twenty-fifth Infantry was the first regiment of regulars to report at the 

Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park in obedience to the order which 

contemplated a massing of troops there, but which was afterwards changed to suit the 

new plan of campaign.  The First Cavalry was the last command, except a guard, to leave 

Camp George H. Thomas, as it has been officially christened. 

 

ñThese arrivals and departures comprehend the coming and going of ten batteries 

of light artillery, all in the army; six [regiments] of cavalry, more than half the total; and 

six [regiments] of infantry, nearly 25 percent of that arm of the service.  They are good 

soldiers, none better in brain and brawn, physically, mentally, and morally, they stand 

without peers in the armies of the world. They are plucky and spoiling for a fight.  

Whether they tramped away on foot, rode on caissons, or bestrode horses, they went 

gladly, following the stars and stripes, and ready to die, if need be, under óOld Glory.ô 

 



 ñChattanooga has learned to know them, and will follow their fortunes, as told in 

war bulletins, with a sense of personal interest.  May victory perch on their banners, and 

may the veterans live to tell their grand children tales of experiences of óWhen I was at 

Camp Thomas at the beginning of the War with Spain.ô 

 

 ñLieut. Barton, in charge of the Tenth Cavalry recruiting station in the Bates 

block received a telegram yesterday morning from Adjutant Barnam of the Tenth Cavalry 

stating that Capt. S. L. Woodward of this regiment had been placed in charge of the 

regimental recruiting.  The telegram further stated that Capt. Woodward had been 

directed to proceed to Ft. McPherson, Ga., where all recruits are to be sent pending 

further orders.  Pursuant to this telegram, Lieut. Barton decided to send his recruits to 

Atlanta in squads of twelve at a time, boarding them in this city until he had the required 

number.  He accordingly advertised for bids and subsequently let the contract to Mrs. M. 

V. Lovell, 913 Georgia Ave., at $1 per day each.  Lieut. Barton had twenty applicants for 

enlistment yesterday.  Out of which number he selected the following four: 

  James Hale, formerly a driver for J. F. Bryan of this city. 

  Robert Chanley, a laborer of Churchville. 

  Oscar, laborer. 

  Edward Wallace, laborer of St. Elmo. 

This makes a total of twenty men so far enlisted.  The recruits above mentioned were sent 

to the Lovell boarding house.  As soon as Lieut. Barton secures twelve men, he will 

provide them with uniforms and send them to Capt. Woodward at Ft. McPherson. 

 

 
Dyer Field looking north. 

 

Joseph Beilerôs 1st Ohio Cavalry had been one of the first volunteer units to start 

to Chickamauga, and he was able to write in his diary:  ñSunday 15: We were riding all 

forenoon got to Chatanuga at 12 oôclock & to Chickamuaga at 2 oôclock had marched 



only 1/4 of mile when it started to rain very hard so we took to shelter where we could 

find it till it stoped raining & we had gone but half a mile when it started to rain & hail 

the hail was as big as a hickory nut & the rain just poured down all the way to the camp 

ground then we had to wait two hours till our tents came the ground was wet our cloth 

were ringing wet & we had but one blanket & that was wet but we rolled ourself up in the 

blanket and went to sleep.ò 

 

ñThe First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, the first command to report of the great 

volunteer army, coming as fast as steam can hasten it, to Camp Thomas in the historic 

Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park,ò wrote the Chattanooga Times reporter, 

had an experience yesterday that it is safe to say every one if the members will remember 

while he lives. 

 

ñThe first battalion reached Lytle at noon in eight sleepers for the men, one for 

officers, and one for a baggage.  The second battalion came up nearly an hour later, the 

trains resting side by side.  Lieut. Col. Day, with his adjutant and quartermaster, had in 

the meantime gone to the headquarters of the provisional corps to report the coming of 

the command and to be assigned a camp ground, upon his return each battalion was 

ordered to fall in, left the cars, and formed in line by companies.  The men are fine 

looking physically, well built, and intelligent in appearance, but they are not soldiers, 

only raw material from which soldiers will be made.  There are two exceptions, however 

to the rawness.  Company H has been until recently a crack light battery in Cincinnati, its 

members being uniformed and partly equipped.  The famous óTroop Aô of Cleveland has 

been broken into quarters, one of them being assigned to each company from Cleveland, 

in the first battalion, and they have blue clothes, carbines, and sabers.  On the principal 

that óa little leaven leaveneth the whole lumpô the mixing of well drilled men with 

absolutely new recruits will bring about good results.  The remainder of the men had no 

uniforms or equipment, some blankets, for the most part yellow, rolled, tied, and slung 

over the left shoulders.  In comparison with the thoroughly equipped regiments they were 

a motley crew, but that they had made a most excellent beginning in drill and discipline 

was very soon made manifest. 

 

ñWhen they were in line, with fours countedé scattered drop of rain began to 

fall.  They came thicker and faster, yet the young soldiers paid no heed, but marching in 

step went on under the shower, which became a heavy downpour.  The column, on 

command, took cover literally under the quartermasterôs warehouse, and when, a few 

moments later, the sun came out in an April day fashion, the Ohio boys came out also, 

formed line, went by ófours rightô and started afresh.  Jupiter Platus didnôt like his bluff 

being called that way and made another call on his resources.  The rain began again as if 

a heavy shower bath had been turned on, and thick among the drops were frozen ones, 

hail as large as bullets.   Still the First went on grimly, the joke on them not being a dry 

one until they reached the camp of the First regular cavalry, vacated the day before, when 

its former occupants started for Cuba, via Tampa. The contrasting conditions between the 

First and First second were as different as possible.  The veteran troopers had everything 

needed for soldiers and a wagon train long enough for a division of infantry.  The recruits 

had not even experience, but they were getting it fast.  One went away on horseback to 



take sleepers, and this left sleepers to march in the rain and when tents were issued to 

them, to pitch their canvas shelters and sleep as best they could.  There are other things in 

war: its glitter and glamour.  The trade of a soldier has its unpleasantness like everything 

else on this mundane sphere.  Meanwhile, the dry and comfortable cars stood empty on 

the track. But things soon changed for the better.  The sun came out, tents were drawn, 

seventeen to a company, fires were started, and the work of pitching camp went on 

rapidly and in a service-like way, and in due time the First was at home in its new 

surroundings.ò 

 

 
The camp of the 1st Ohio Cavalry Regiment. 

 

Joseph Beiler, 1st Ohio Cavalry, wrote;  ñMonday 16:  This morning we fixed our 

tents secure put a flor in & dug ditches around the tents.ò  

 

Throughout the day, more and more regiments arrived at the Park.  The camps 

spread out over the grounds. 

 

 ñThe citizens of Chattanooga began to appreciate yesterday,ò the Chattanooga 

Times stated May 17, ñwhat the recent order of the war department assigning fifty three 

regiments of the volunteer army to Chickamauga Park for mobilization and organization 

meant.  Eight regiments of volunteers means something over 8,000 menðnow at the 

parkðand that is hardly a beginning.  Eight regiments of regulars, recently here, only 

contained about 4,000 men, because they were not full to war strength.  Volunteer 

regiments must be filled before they are mustered in.  From this time on, for many days 

there will be arrivals of from 4,000 to 5,000 men each day, until the 60,000 are all 

encamped on the historic fields to which they have been assigned.  Gen. Brooke and his 

staff are read for them.  The park has been laid off into camps, and the assignments will 



be rapidly made as the troops arrive.  The arrivals yesterday were as well handled as 

could be expected.  The men suffered somewhat for water, and it has been suggested that 

the city authorities provide some way by which soldiers arriving in the city may have a 

public place at which they can quench their thirst after traveling in the hot carsé 

 

 
Free time in camp. 

 

 Some of the units listed as already being in camp at the park included the 5th 

Illinois Infantry, 3rd Illinois Infantry, 4th Ohio Infantry 105th Indiana  Infantry, 4th 

Pennsylvania Infantry, 1st Ohio Infantry, 3rd Wisconsin Infantry, 5th Illinois Infantry, and 

Batteries 26 and 27 of the Indiana Artillery.  The 105th Infantry regiment is notable in that 

it was commanded by Colonel George M. Studebaker, secretary of the famous 

manufacturing company bearing his name that turned out stages and wagons, who was at 

this time 85 years of age.  The Times reporter was highly impressed with the 3rd 

Wisconsin Infantry.  ñThe soldiers of this regiment,ò he wrote, ñwere rather good looking 

men, and more like regulars.  They did not indulge in any foolishness, or horse play like 

the soldiers of a good many other regiments.ò 

 

 Lieutenant Barton continued with his recruiting efforts for the Tenth Cavalry.  On 

this day the Times reported that a local man named Joseph Larue came to the recruiting 

office.  The man passed his interview and physical and was just about to be recruited 

when ñhis wife appeared on the scene, grabbed Joseph by the collar, and marched him off 

home.ò 

 

 ñGen. Brooke issued his first order from corps headquarters affecting the 

volunteer army yesterday morning, according to which Maj. Gen. James H. Wilson, of 

Delaware, is assigned to command the first division provisional army corps, composed of 

three brigades of four regiments each.  Almost simultaneously a second order was issued 



assigning Brigadier Generals A. S. Burt, H. W. Lawton, and C. E. Compton to command 

brigades under Gen Wilson.  Gen. Burt will command the First Ohio, the Third 

Wisconsin, and the Fifth Illinois, which yesterday were assigned to him by Gen. Wilson.  

The Third Illinois and Fourth Ohio will be commanded by Gen. Compton.  The other 

regiments will be assigned to divisions upon their arrival at the park. The first Ohio 

Cavalry has not been brigaded as yet.  The work or organization will continue as the 

troops arrive.ò 

 

 
Bathing in Chickamauga Creek. 

 

Joseph Beiler, 1st Ohio Cavalry, wrote: Tuesday 17:  ñThis fore noon we had a 

good drill in the afternoon we went to a creek about 3 miles away to get a wash..  

 

 ñThe white tent city of Uncle Samôs volunteer army at Chickamauga park is 

rapidly growing,ò wrote the Chattanooga Times on Wednesday, May 18.  ñAlready 

12,000 of the flower and pride of Americaôs chivalric and patriotic sons are in the field 

here, ready to die for their countryôs honor and flag.  All day yesterday troops poured into 

Chickamauga Park, while many trains arrived at Rossville, Ga., six miles from the 

camping grounds, and marched to their quarters.  By sundown eleven regiments of 

infantry and one of cavalry, had arrived, along with two batteries of light artillery, 

numbering in all about 13,000 men. While this number of men are now in camp, the rail-

yards of Chattanooga, and the line of the Chattanooga, Rome and Southern railway 

between this city and Rossville, is lined with commands en-route to Camp Thomas. 

 

 ñGen. Brooke stated late in the afternoon that he had received many advices from 

troops now en route and that he expected them to continue to arrive at the rate of seven or 

eight thousand a day.  While the troops are arriving the organization of the army is 

rapidly being completed.  Upon the arrival of the troops at the park, their colonels, or the 



commanding officers report to Gen. Brooke.  They are assigned from the provisional 

army headquarters to the division commander.  From the division commanderôs 

headquarters, they are turned over to the brigade commander, and finally get into camp. 

 

 
The Kelly house on the east side of the La Fayette Road. 

 

 ñAll the troops so far in camp are located along the slope of the first ridge west of 

the LaFayette road in the Kelly, Poe, Bortherton, and Viniard fields.  The entire ridge is 

thickly wooded and makes an admirable camping ground for the troops.  In front of the 

ridge for a distance of four and a half miles is an open field, running along the LaFayette 

road.  This will be used for drill purposes, affording ample accommodations for the entire 

army.  A number of new wells are now being drilled on the camp ground.  Brig.Gen. 

Wilson said yesterday, as he looked upon the command stretched along the ridge: óThere 

are certainly a lot of fine fellows.  They are fine men, many of them having seen hard 

service and will drop into the routine of camp life and military instruction without 

trouble.ô 

 

 ñThe First division of the First provisional army corps has been filled, while two 

regiments have been assigned to the Second Division of the same corpsé There is a 

scarcity of brigadier generals at Chickamauga. Gen. Brooke said yesterday afternoon that 

the organization will be completed as rapidly as possible.  The work of receiving the 

troops and assigning them to their positions was a big task. 

 

Joseph Beiler, 1st Ohio Cavalry, wrote in his diary, ñWeseday 18:  This morning 

we had a very warm drill it was about 90 in the shade this afternoon I had my hair cliped 

short we drilled awhile this afternoon for the first time that we drilled in the afternoon.ò  

 

 


