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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This book is the story of Camp Thomas. It is not intended to be another book on
the Spanish American War. For readers who are primarily interested in the war, | would
recommend the publications listed in the bibliography or the excellent Spanish American
War Centennial Website at http://www.spanamwar.com/.

My interest in Camp Thomas began more than thirty years ago when | worked
with Dr. Jeffrey L. Brown, with the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Institute of
Archaeology on the Highway 27 relocation project at Chickamauga and Chattanooga
National Military Park. We began this summer long research project with great
expectations for finding great quantities of cultural material from the American Civil
War. At the end of the summer, however, we found that all the Civil War material that
we had recovered could be held in one hand, while we had found large quantities of
material from the Camp Thomas occupation during the Spanish American War. By far,
most of the items recovered were small patent medicine bottles. It was then that | learned
that during the war more people died from disease at Camp Thomas than were killed in
the fighting in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.

More recently, | have done extensive work dealing with the Chickamauga
campaign under contract with local and county governments. The major accomplishment
of this activity was the development of the Chickamauga Campaign Heritage Trall
featuring a number of interpretative signs. A few months ago, John Culpepper, City
Manager of the town of Chickamauga, and Commissioner Bebe Heiskell of Walker
County discussed with me the possibility of creating several similar interpretative signs
dealing with the significance of the Lytle community on the west side of the Military
Park during the Spanish American War. While doing the necessary research to
accomplish this matter, | was surprised at the vast quantity of primary source material
that is available dealing with Camp Thomas.

| then discussed the possibility of doing a book length treatment of Camp Thomas
that would be a valuable addition to similar projects promoting historic tourism in the
local area. They responded with interest, and Commissioner Heiskell agreed to provide
funding for the project. The present study was, therefore, made possible by support from
the City of Chickamauga and the Walker County Commission. Special thanks are due to
John Culpepper and Commissioner Bebe Heiskell of Walker County.

The book on Camp Thomas was made possible through the earlier work of
numerous researchers and the assistance of many individuals, and | would like to take
this time to acknowledge their help and express my thanks for all that they did.

In all aspects of the study, R. Bruce Wilkey, who also provided the necessary
photography and computer abilities, assisted me. From the time that the project was first
conceived, | received strong support and encouragement from the personnel at the
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park. The work would have been much
more difficult had it not been for the years of intense research conducted by Jim Ogden,



Park Service Historian, on all aspects of the grounds of the Chickamauga Chattanooga
National Military Park. Mr. Ogden was also very helpful in finding many of the
important photographs used in the book, including some that were taken by Engineer
Betts, himself.

The archival research was largely conducted in the archives of the Chattanooga
African American Museum, the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park
archives, the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library, the Chattderodeon
County Bicentennial Library, and the Chattanooga National Cemetery. My thanks to the
personnel and staff at all these facilities. My major source of material was taken from the
complete microfilm collections of th€hattanooga Timeavailable at the Chattanocga
Hamilton County Bicentennial Library. The library staff spent hours and hours making
copies of these records for me, as well as finding additional material from their special
collections. My second major source was the Spanish American War Centennial
Website. Several printed sources, to be cited in the text, were also helpful. Also very
helpful was Chapter VI, Military Use of the Park, of Chickamauga and Chattanooga
Administrative History, http://www.nps.gov/archive/chch/adhi/adhi6.htm.

The format of the book was largely dictated by the sources. The main chapters,
preceded by an introduction to put the situation in historical context, and followed by an
afterward, cover the months of April through September and give, for the most part, a day
to day account of what was taking place at Camp Thomas.

| also want to express my thanks to a number of other individuals who provided
encouragement and helped with the project in various ways. These include Melvin
Wimpey, Bobbie Perra, Gladys Wooten, Larry Wheeler, and Freddie and Regina Parris.

The combined efforts of all these people, as well as numerous others, who helped
in small ways, made the study a success. As project director, however, any errors of fact
or omission are, of course, my own. Hopefully they are few. This work is not intended
to be the final word on the subject. Rather, it has been my purpose to establish a
comprehensive database that can stimulate additional research and provide a framework
for additional information as further work is done or new facts come to light.

E. Raymond Evans

501 Readodbs Lake Road
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37415
revans@chattanooga.net






Introduction

Cubawas the first large landmass to be occupied by Europeans, with Spanish
control that dated back to Christopher Columbus. The island became the center of

Spainés first western colonization move 1in
came to be called Athe Pear| of the Antille
island, located only ninety miles away from the North American mainland, was
frequently a subject of interest in the United States.

Il n 1823, when John Quincy Adams, was Sec

severed from the tree must fall to the ground. Cuba severed from Spain, and incapable of
selfsupport, can gravitate only toward the North American Union (United States), which

by the same | aw of nature cannot <cast her o
long history of attempting to acquire Cuba with it rich sugar fields and the natural
Caribbean port at Havana. In 1848, following the Mexican War, President James K. Polk

offered Spain $100 million for Cuba, an offer that was quickly and curtly rejected. Six

years later the American ministers to France, Spain and England joined in writing a
confidential memorandum to Washington (known as the Ostend Manifesto) urging
President Franklin Pierce to either purchase Cuba or forcefully wrest control of the island
from Spain. Ameri can mercenari es, t hen cal
attempts at revolution against Spain in Cuba. Having lost most of its New World
possessions, except for Cuba and Puerto Rico, Spain seemed determined to hold on to
these islands.

Following the American Civil War, between 1868 and 1878, there wasyeten
period of revolutionary action against Spain. U.S. sympathies lay with the Cuban
insurgents, particularly in the South where mercenary aciomsilitary expeditions by
private adventurer® were encouraged and supported by the American citizenry.
Leaders in the revolt like Jose Marti often operated on U. S. soil as they plotted the
overthrow of Spanish rule. In 1873 the Spanish captured the CubaWisiipius, a
vessel of the Filibusters. It was fraudulently flying the American flag as it ferried arms to
the Cuban insurgents. Captain Joseph Fry and 52 of his crew and passengers, largely
mercenaries, were executed. Among the dead were several American and British
citizens.

In other times, such an incident might have led to immediate war, and this was the
first thought of President Ulysses S. Grant. A few years later, Fred Grant, the son of the
president, stated: A My f a tVirginiusegcitement) @ d , I n
raid into the heart of Spain. The plan was to land 50,000 veterans of the Civil War on the
shore of Biscay, to send them under Sheridan to take the Spanish Capitol, and to
i mmedi ately reinforce them with another 100
Sickles, now the U. S. Minister to Spain, was infuriated and might have rendered any
hope for negotiations futile. Fortunately for the Spaniards, however, Secretary of State
Hamilton Fish took negotiations out of Sickles' hand, settling the matter peaceably with
Spain, which paid an $80,000 indemnity to the families of those Americans executed.



When the Ten Years War ended in 1878, the Cuban bid for independence had
been crushed and Spain continued to tenuously hold its Caribbean asset. The sad loss
could not, however, diminish the desire the Cuban patriots held for independence. Within
20 years it rose again, with a renewed fervor. Meanwhile attitudes in the United States
were becoming more and more imperialistic and the American people were taking a new
view of their nation in the affairs of a world that advances in technology had made much
smaller. Even as rebellion broke out anew in Cuba in 1895, the United States was taking
a more active role in events in the western hemisphere. While intervening in a dispute
between Venezuela and Great Britain, Secretary of State Richard Olney echoed the
growing American senti ment: AThe United St .
continent, and its fiat is | aw upon subjects

In April 1895 the bid for independence in Cuba was renewed in earnest. Patriots,
willing to expend every energy and even their own lives to oust the Spanish, began
arming themselves and conducting bloody campaigns against their oppressors. In
response, the Spanish government sent General Valeriano Weyler y Nicolau to pacify the
island in 1896. General Weyler responded by identifying districts that posed the greatest
trouble to maintaining control over Cuba, then herded the civilian populations in those
districts to detention camps near military headquarters. It was a policy he called
reconcentrado. As a result of this action, more than 100,000 Cubans starved or died of
disease before General Weyler was recalled in October, 1897.

In 1895 William Randolph Hearst acquired the New York Journal and
immediately launched a circulation war against the other giant of newspaper publishing,
Joseph Pulitzer's New York World. To compete for readers, the two newspapers stooped
to heavy coverage of scandal and-s&lated content beneath glaring headlines designed
to capture attention. This form of journalism came to be called the Yellow Press. The
heavyhanded tactics of General Weyler in Cuba made for sensational reporting in the
media of the yellow press. He became known as the "Butcher", and sensational stories of
his brutality ran under blazing headlines that read: "Spanish Cannibalism”, "Inhuman
Torture", and worse. In the traditions of David and Goliath, Cuban patriots were
portrayed as heroically defending their homeland against a brutal and aggressive enemy
with no conscience. The truth of the news didn't matter as much as the ability of a
headline to capture attention..."Amazon Warriors Fight for Rebels"...or the potential of a
story to incite the emotions of the reader for more.

The Spanish recall of General Weyler on October 31, 1897 might have otherwise
robbed the media of the prime subject of their inflammatory stories were it not for the
continued unrest in Cuba. Building on stories already written and widely known, and
with a battery of reporters and artists. Two years earlier-gedb old author inspired a
nation by reliving the sacrifice and glory of Civil War service with the release of his
second novelThe Red Badge of CouragBlow Stephen Crane joined the battery of
writers chronicling the valiant struggle for freedom in Cuba. Even with the absence of
Weyler, tensions mounted and Spain was portrayed as a poor ruler about to leap from the
frying pan into the fire of Cuba. Hearst sent the famous Western artist Frederick
Remington to Cuba to sketch Cuban insurgents fighting for their independence from



Spain. After several months, Remington had found little to draw and wired New York,
"Everything quiet, no trouble here. There will be no war. | wish to return.”

Hearst reportedly responded to Remington's appraisal of the situation in Cuba and
his request to come home with the following: You furnish the pictures and I'll furnish the
war."

Richard Harding Davis, a noted writer, compiled a story about a U. S. ship being
stopped by Spanish authorities because Cuban female insurgent was on board. The
woman was taken to a closed cabin and searched by a matron. Hearst ran the story as an
American women being strip searched, Remington dutifully sketched a provocative
picture of a naked women being systematically searched by thee male Spadéaitist
the story nor the illustration were based on fact, and Davis strongly protested.
Nevertheless, this drawing went far to incite American outrage against Spain.

Meanwhile the American consul in Havana, Fitzhugh Lee, was becoming
increasingly concerned for the safety of American citizens in Cuba. (A Confederate
general in the Civil War and nephew of Robert E. Lee, "Fitz" Lee is often confused by
historians of these events with Fitzhugh Henry Lee, the son of Robert E. Lee and also a
Confederate general.) On January 1, 1898 Spain demonstrated its desire to avoid war in
the Caribbean when it instituted a limited political autonomy in Cuba. It was too little,
too late for the ardent revolutionaries who would settle for nothing less than full
independence. Meanwhile, the Spanish government had supporters of its own in Cuba, an
opposing force of citizens who had supported General Weyler and who now opposed the
limited autonomy afforded the island's inhabitants. On Janualy th@se Spanish
loyalists rioted, prompting new concerns for the safety of American citizens in Cuba.
Five days later Consul Lee requested the President to dispatch an American vessel in a
show of American presence in the region of increasingly violent civil unrest. On January
24th, after clearing such a visit with the reluctant and nervous government in Madrid, the
second class battleship U.S.S. Maine was dispatched from Key West, Florida. The
impressive American battleship arrived in Havana the following day.

In the weeks that followed Consul Lee reported to Washington that the presence
of the Maine had a calming effect on the unrest in Cuba. He requested that the Navy
prepare to send another battleship to Havana when it came time to relieve the Maine. It
almost appeared that the situation in Cuba might settle down. Spain didn't want war...its
aging fleet would be no match for the might of the United States Navy. President
McKinley had repeatedly called for negotiations, and in this new year at the close of the
century, Spain had provided a limited political autonomy to the people of Cuba. Then
came the first attack.

One might say that the first attack of the Spawisierican War was not made
with bullets, but with words. Back in Washington, D.C. the Spanish Minister Enrique de
Lome wrote a letter to a Spanish editor who was traveling in the United States. The
communication was stolen by a Cuban official in the Havana Post office and passed on to
the New York Journal, which printed it on February 9th. In that letter the Spanish



Minister expressed his adverse personal reaction to the U.S. President's message to
Congress in December of the previous year. The undiplomatic diplomat stated in his
letter that President McKinley was "weak and a bidder for admiration of the crowd...(that
he was) a wouklibe politician who tries to leave a door open behind himself while
keeping on good terms with the jingoes of his party.”

In fact, President McKinley had been one of the cooler heads in government
where the subject of war with Spain was becoming increasingly hawkish. An American
public already incensed by the yellow press, was becoming more and more ardent in their
calls for American intervention in Cuba. Now the citizenry saw the attack by a Spanish
diplomat on the US President as the ultimate proof of Spain's disrespect and arrogance
towards the United States and events in neighboring Cuba. De Lome's resignation, and
even a reluctant apology from Spain, could not assuage the anger of the American people
or the sensational reporting on the incident in the media.

President McKinley could have selected no finer ship from the US Naval fleet to
display the colors in Havana than the vessel he dispatched from Key West on January
25th. The U.S.S. Maine was an impressive battleship, at 319 feet long and displacing
6,682 tons it was the largest ship ever to enter the harbor at Havana. Though only a
second class battleship, the nyear old vessel was among the most impressive of the
U.S. Naval fleet. One of our country's first steel warships, the Maine was unique in the
fleet due the fact that it had been totally designed and built by Americans. It was the
largest ship ever actually constructed in a U.S. Navy yard. Painted the bright white of a
peacetime US Naval Vessel, the impressive battleship boasted four of the hagehl0
breechloading rifles in additional to its smaller battery armaments.

Upon arrival in Havana on Tuesday, January 25th, the U.S.S. Maine anchored at
Buoy #4, a space reserved for war ships. Despite this, the potential for the unrest in Cuba
to turn violent, and the Maine's impressive array of military power, the mission was a
peaceful one. By Tuesday, February 15th the Maine had been at anchor for three weeks
without incident. Though Lieutenant Catlin, commander of the Marine detachment,
dutifully kept his men at a high state of alert, the crew of the Maine's biggest problem
became boredom. And then the Maine exploded.

"I was enclosing my letter in its envelope when the explosion came," Captain
Sigsbee later testified. "It was a bursting, rending, and crashing roar of immense volume,
largely metallic in character. It was followed by heavy, ominous metallic sounds. There
was a trembling and lurching motion of the vessel, a list to port. The electric lights went
out. Then there was intense blackness and smoke. "The situation could not be mistaken.
The Maine was blown up and sinking. For a moment the instinct epedérvation took
charge of me, but this was immediately dominated by the habit of command.”

The U.S.S. Maine was beyond hope, almost severed at the bow, and sinking
badly. Reluctantly, Captain Sigsbee ordered the few survivors on the decks to abandon
ship. As the waters of the harbor continued to reach out to claim the body of the
American battleship, Sigsbee directed its evacuation. When no one else was left alive, the



Captain was the last to depart. By the time gigs from the nearby City of Washington and
Alfonso XII could be dispatched to the scene of the disaster, little of the Maine remained
above water. Through the darkness of the night the small boats searched the debris
covered waters of the harbor for survivors, Captain Sigsbee standing in one of them
calling into the blackness: "If there is anyone living on board, for God's sake say so!" His
desperate cries met only silence.

In the hours after the explosion aboard the Maine, the small gigs from the
American passenger steamer and the Spanish warship Alphonso XllI had given good
account of themselves in braving the darkness, fires and secondary explosions of the
sinking American battleship in search of survivors. Having witnessed thishéinst,
Captain Sigsbee was reluctant to immediately blame the Spanish. In his first telegram to
Washington he reported details of the event, then closed with the observation that "Public
opinion should be suspended until further report." There would indeed be further reports,
both officially and unofficially. Two days after the explosion the Navy created the
"Sampson Board", an official inquiry into the cause of the disaster.

On February 21 the Naval Court of Inquiry began theivegk investigation in
Havana. Simultaneously, the Spanish began their own inquiry into the matter. It would
not be an easy process. Back in the United States there were few questions about what
had caused the Maine to suddenly explode in the darkness of night, killing 260 American
men. Two days after the incident the headline in the New Your World read: "MAINE
EXPLOSION CAUSED BY BOMB OR TORPEDO?" The New York Journal was more
specific: "THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WAR SHIP MAINE WAS THE WORK OF
AN ENEMY." Artists created renditions showing how Spanish saboteurs had fastened an
underwater mine to the hull of the Maine, then detonated it from shore. Randolph Hearst
offered a $50,000 reward for "Conviction of the Criminals" and announced that "Naval
Officers (were) Unanimous That the Ship Was Destroyed on Purpose”.

On March 6th the Spanish government requested the recall of U.S. Cuban Consul
Fitzhugh Lee. In the United States citizens gathered solemnly at Capitol Hill and outside
the White House to mourn the loss of 260 lives. Tensions continued to mount while the
Navy conducted its official inquiry. In a Broadway bar in New York City a patron lifted
his glass and said, "Gentlemen, remember the Maine!" A reporter from the Journal
happened to be in the bar and wrote about the incident. When it was published America
had a new slogan..."Remember The Main". Spaniards were burned in effigy in cities and
town across America and soon the slogan became a war cry: "Remember the Maine, and
To Hell with Spain!" To be sure there were cooler heads, even as the tensions mounted.
Amid the cries of the firebrands and the viamks, U.S. Speaker of the House Thomas
B. Reed said, "A war will make a large market for gravestones.” Popular author Samuel
Clemmens (Mark Twain) continued to speak out against any possible war, urging the
United States not to become embroiled in the affairs of distant nations.

Ten days after the explosion, Under Secretary of the Navy Theodore Roosevelt
cabled Commodore George Dewey with the U.S. Pacific fleet in Hong Kong. "Keep in
full coal,” the communiqué stated. "In the event of declaration of war with Spain, your



duty will be to see that the Spanish squadron does not leave the Asiatic coast and then
offensive operations in Philippine Islands.” Itching for a fight and convinced of the truth
of his earlier remarks about the glory of war to the Naval War College, Roosevelt went so
far as to refer to President McKinley as a "milquetoast”. McKinley, who had served in
the Civil War and patrticipated at the tragic battle at Antietam in the earliest days of that
war, told one visitor to the White House: "I have been through one war; | have seen the
dead piled up; and | do not want to see another."

But the makings of war could not be avoided. As a matter of preparedness,
President McKinley requested a $50 million dollar war fund. On March 8th the U.S.
Congress stunned Spanish observers when it unanimously approved the request. In San
Francisco on the western coast, the battleship Oregon was dispatched for the Caribbean.
On March 14 the Spanish fleet under Admiral Cervera began steaming for the Cape
Verde Islands. Throughout the period the yellow journalism of competing newspapers
inflamed the public with more and more stories. (During the period the New York
Journal printed an unprecedented 8 pages each day related to the U.S.S. Maine disaster.)

Late in March the Spanish concluded its official inquiry and delivered the
findings to the U.S. government on March 25. On the same day the Spanish government
informed Washington that their investigators had determined the Maine had been
destroyed by "internal combustion”, the President announced the results of his recently
received Sampson Inquiry. When he announced to the American public that the Naval
Board of Inquiry had determined that the Maine was destroyed "by an external explosion
(presumably a mine)", the war cries hit a feverish pitch.

Two days later President McKinley sent these findings to Spain. He also issued
Spain his final terms: (1) Declare an armistice, (2) End theoneentration policy in
Cuba initiated by General Weyler, and (3) Begin the process of granting Cuba
independence. The public excitement for war continued to grow. On the first day of
April, 1898, theChattanoogalimesproclaimed in large headlines: THE DEMANDS OF
THE UNITED STATES ARE REJECTED! SPAIN WILL NOT MAKE FURTHER
CONCESSIONS. The United States will Give Spain Just 24 Hours Longer! The Matters
Rapidly Coming to a Crisis, and That Crisis Looks Like WAR! On the same day, the U.
S. House of Representatives authorized 22.6 million dollars for naval vessels.

On April 3, public enthusiasm for the coming war was sweeping the country. The
New YorkWorldr e port ed that the noted showman ABuf i
thousand Indian fighters could clear the Spaniards out of Cuba in sixty days. Frank
James, brother of the better known Confederate soldier and bank robber, Jesse James,
volunteered to lead a company of cowboys to liberate Cuba. It was reported that six
hundred Sioux Indians were ready to go to v
Journal proposed a regiment of Ameri can ath
regiment by their mere appearance. They would scorn-&oegensen and Mauser
bull ets. o (O6Toole 1984: 165.)



Chapter I: APRIL

On April 5, theChattanooga Tmea nnounced, on page one, tF
wi || soon be camping ground for United Stat ¢
regul ar ™"mfantnyRegimeatSvas being gathered from assorted military posts in
Montana and preparing for transfer to the nearby Chickamauga National Military Park.

As the countryds first military park, Chi
an excellent training ground for both the regular army and state militia units. As relations
worsened with Spain and the inevitability of war became apparent, the use of the
Chickamauga battlefield part of the military park came under consideration. Not only
could Chickamauga offer an expansive concentration and training point for troops, the
location was ideal in that it lay adjacent to railroad linkage to all parts of the country,
especially the Gulf and South Atlantic coasts. General Miles was quoted as saying that
AChi ckamauga i s an excellent place for the ¢
is believed that that location has been seriously considered by Secretary [of War] Alger
as a point for the preliminary gathering of troops in case of war.

The regular U. S. Army, at this time, totaled little more than 26,000 men and

2,000 officers. And the mass of experienced combat troops were garrisoned at numerous
forts throughout the west. It was no surprise, under the circumstances, that among the
first units ordered to Cuba were the four black regiments. They were selected primarily
on the basis of recent experience and their record on the Plains, but there was also the
judgment of the War Department that blacks were immune to the diseases of the tropics
and capable of more activity in high, humid temperatures. This erroneous thinking
resulted in a concerted effort to recruit blacks for the formation of more "immune" troops.
Whatever the motives for mobilizing black regulars, the soldiers themselves welcomed
the opportunity to demonstrate their "soldierly qualities” and win respect for their race

The Pope, hoping to preserve the peace, attempted to intervene in the dispute
between the U. S. and Spain. He pleaded with President McKinley to refrain from a
declaration of war while his negotiations were on going. McKinley responded by
telegram on April 6 that while he was extremely sensible of the imitative taken by the
pontiff, it was impossible for him to overcome the prejudice, even though it might be
unjustified, that was entertained by a majority of the American people against the
Vaticanés intervention in political affairs.

Also on April 6, the ambassadors of Britain, France, Ausiuagary, Germany,

Italy, and Russia called on President McKinley at the White House with a note signed by

all of them. In a formal meeting, the note was read to the President by the British
ambassador . Written in diplomatic | anguage,
feelings of humanity and moderation of the president and the American people in their
existing differences of Spain.o It express:
to an agreement which, while securing the maintenance of peace, will afford all necessary
guaranties for the reestablishment of order
by saying iAiWe hope for humanityodés sake you w
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All interest in the local area, however, centered on the hopes for a military
presence at Chickamauga Park. On April 7, Gmattanooga Timegrinted an article
headed AChi ckamaugal! The Nati onal Par k Of
Department. 0O The article stated: AEngi nee
telegram yesterday morning from Gen. Boynton at Washington, D. C. stating that the
Twentyfifth Infantry, Col. Burt commanding, would arrive in this city next week
(Monday or Tuesday) from Fort Keog, Mont ., i
The Twentyfifth Infantry is made up of detachments from Keog, Fort Missoula and Fort
Miles and is a full regiment of 600 regulars. This regiment has 320,000 pounds of
baggage and it will require twenfive cars, fifteen for the soldiers, and ten for their
baggage to transport the solders from the we
of the military post committee, stated that the encampment of the Tntinfantry
would lead to the establishment of a permanent garrison there. This order he said, was
the work of Gen. Boynton, who is a good friend of this city, and who brought the fact of
the availability of the park, as a military

re
16

Atlanta, however, was also aware of the economic benefits of having a large
military base nearby, and pushed the War Department to make Fort McPherson, located
about six miles from Atlanta, the major regional military facility for the coming war.
They slyly pointed out that there was not enough drinking water at Chickamauga. This
was reported by th€hattanooga Timeand strongly objected to by the same reporter.
AThe above dispatch was written in Atl ant a,
city to secure everything in sight, o he wr
Chickamauga is pure nonsense. Two armies of 100,000-tivietyears ago found the
water of Chickamauga ample and since that time additional facilities are at hand. The
Chattanooga Water Works has mains within two miles of the park and can extend mains
toitinseventt wo hours, i f necessary and supply 50,

The following day, Engineer Betts made a strong response to the Atlanta claims.
ADuring the dedication [of the park], o he st
of a battery of artillery and a regiment of soldiers at Chickamauga park on one day. In
addition to this the LaFayette road, running through the park, was lined with vehicles on
both sides of the road. By consultiithe Timesof that date, you will find that the
dedication occurred at the height of a remarkable droughtasubld rarely been seen in
this locality, yet for all that, we furnished the crowd at the park with ice water all during
the dedication. The water was drawn from the eleven wells, which the commission had
drilled in the park a short time before the
what they are talking about in this matter, and | want to tell you something about our
water supply out there. Chickamauga Park is on a stone foundation and water can be had
wherever a well is sunk. These eleven waills from 100 to 150 feet deep and equipped
with the latest double action pumps. They are located conveniently as follows: Four
wells at regular distances on the LaFayette Road, each supplied with a trough. Then



there is a well at headquarters, one at the rostrum and another at the Brotherton house, a

well at the Kelly place; and also at Alexander bridge, the Snodgrass house and the
Vittetoe place. These are all cased wells and no surface water gets into them. They are

drilled in solid rock, tapping live springs and furnishing an abundance of good water. In

addition to these wells there are six bold springs on the reservation, each covered over

and provided with a pump for watering horses

Betts further stated that plans were underway to drill four additional wells on the
park. He also mentioned activities in preparation for the arrival of tHelr#antry.
AThe park force at present, 0 he pointed ou
wagons, monument trucks, etc., all of which will be placed at the disposal of the troops in
t he work of unloading their baggage and storl
Betts also set part of the force at work cutting a supply of wood to be used by the soldiers
during their sojourn at the park.

AThe  TFHitre regingent from Fort Keogh, Mont., which will arrive at
Chickamauga Park about Monday or Tuesday, is composed of Negro soldiers, officered
by white men, 0 the paper concl uded. Al n ¢
Kingman sand that colored troops had proven very efficient in the cold climate of
Montana, where they have done good service against the Indians. The -fiftlenty
infantry, and in fact, all other troops that will be ordered into camp at the Park, will come
here provided with a complete quartermaster
The quartermasterds stores wild.| arrive alon
Park wherever the troops camp. As these stores run out from time to time (and they will
not come provided with very much) supplies will be purchased by the quartermaster from
| ocal mer chants, thus turning a good deal of

On Saturday, April 9, the anticipated arrival time of thé Rantry Regiment
was pushed up to Thursday of the foll owing v
Chi ckamauga Par k aut horGChattanecga Thney tea tbeede,n fmtoh a t
the Twentyfifth Infantry will leave Fort Missoula tomorrow, and will arrive at
Chickamauga Park on Thursday. It is stated that these soldiers are sent here first because
they will be the first to be sent to Cuba in case of war. Other troops are getting ready to
come to the Park at a moments notice, and it is stated on good authority, that if war is
declared Chickamauga Park will be the mobilizing point. The government has plenty of
room at the park, fine grounds for camping, excellent water, high and healthy locations
and the best of railroad facilities for mo
Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern Railroad Company put a large force of men at work at
Chickamauga Park yesterday grading and building additional side tracks, platforms and
sheds for the accommodation of troops and tr

AAt the time when the press of the count
when Minister Woodford, at Madrid, was exhausting all the arts of peace, in order that
the United States might get prepared for wa
I nfantry Regi ment, |l ater wrot e, At ket men of
stoves, in their comfortable quarters in Montana, discussing the doings of Congress,



impatient for a move against Spain. After great excitement and what we looked upon as a
long delay, a telegraphic order came. Not for us to leave for the Department of the South,
but to go to that lonely suyparched sandy island Dry Tortugas. In the face of the fact that
the order was for us to go to that isolated spot, where rebel prisoners were carried and
turned lose during the war of the rebellion, being left there without guard, there being
absolutely no means of escape, and where it would have been necessary for our safety to
have kept Sampson's fleet in sight, the men received the news with gladness and cheered
as the order was read to them. The destination was changed to Key West, Florida, then to
Chickamauga Park, Georgia. It seemed that the war department did not know what to do
with the soldiers at first. Early Sunday morning, April 10, 1898, Easter Sunday, amidst
tears of lovers and others endeared by long acquaintance and kindness, and the
enthusiastic cheers of friends and weithers, the start was made for Cuba. It is a fact
worthy of note that Easter services in all the churches in Missoula, Montana, a town of
over ten thousand inhabitants, was postponed the morning of the departure of the 25th
Infantry, and the whole town turned out to bid us farewell. Never before were soldiers
more encouraged to go to war than we. Being the first regiment to move, from the west,
the papers had informed the people of our route. At every station there was a throng of
people who cheered as we passed. Everywhere the Stars and Stripes could be seen.
Everybody had caught the war fever. o

On April 11, former Confederate General A. P. Stewart, now Park Superintendent
at Chickamauga, published a call in tBbattanooga Time$or men to volunteer for
service in the National Reserve. He included a convenient enrollment blank with the ad.
AThe work of preparation at the Chickamauga
reception of the United States troops ordered, and to be ordered to the rendezvous there to
be ready for duty in case of war with Spain goes bravely on, despite the efforts of the
Atlanta newspapers to divert the attention of the war department from the park to the red
hills adjoining that <city.o It was also anr
from Washington to superintend the work of ¢
is omitted. O

The question of whether Chickamauga or Atlanta would get the troops was settled
on April 12. AnThe foll owi ng Ahatancogaat ed Pr
Times fAsettles the question about which Atl an
fits as to the mobilization of troops at Chickamauga Park. Atlanta will still remain the
headquarters of the department of the Gulf, but Chattanooga will be the rendezvous of the
moving troops from the west; and in as much as nearly all of the regulars are in the west
Chattanooga seems to have gotten the best of it. The telegram says:

AOrders have been received from Washingt
ground under the jurisdiction of Gen. John R. Brooks, of the Department of the Lakes.
Preparations are being made to receive the troops when they arrive at the rendezvous.
Forage and other supplies have been contracted for from Chicago. The -fiftlenty
|l nfantry, a colored regiment, wil/l probably



Local businessmen lost no time in acting to take advantage of the situation.
AEvery grain, wood, and hay dealer in the <c
bids for furnishing the troops at Chickamauga Park with supplies. The bids, some forty
or fifty in number, were sent in to Quartermaster Lee at Chicago yesterday, and, for the
information of those parties who have submitted bids, the contract will be awarded on
Friday, April 14, 1898, on which date the Tweififh infantry, under Col. Andrew S.

Burt, will arrive in this city. The party who receives the contract must then be prepared
to furnish whatever portion of the supplies

AGen. H. V. Boynton, Chairman of the Nati
arrived yesterday at 5:45 o0o6clock from Washi
Chattanooga Times eported on April 13. AGen. Boynt
Engineer Betts, with whom he spent several hours in conversation relative to park
matters. Gen. Boynton was seen later byiraesreporter. Concerning the Park and
military matters in general, he said:

Al wi || be here until the | atter part of
doubtless know, is under the war department, and my object in coming here is to look
over the park with Mr. Betts and see what we can do to make it available in every sense
of the word as a place for the concentration of a large body of troops. As to the number
of troops that will come to the park | am unable to state. The Tvithtyinfantry is
under orders to move to Chickamauga Park, and are on the way, and the troops
throughout the west, are under orders to mo\
notice, but as the case now stands, they are all, with the exception of the -Tiftlenty
awaiting the solution of the Cuban question by congress, and until that body takes steps,
either for war or peace, it is impossible to state anything definite as to the troops to be
encamped at the Park.

AT he THiftheimfantyy, according to the war department schedule, is due here
Thursday morning. This regiment is a very fine body of men, and their drilling is
something remarkable. The soldiers are colored, commanded by white officers, and they
have a splendid record, having seen some of the hardest Indian fighting in the west. The
commander, Col. Andrew Burt, is a very fine gentleman and a first class officer. He
served on Gen. Rosecransd staff during the
Missionary Ridge. He is therefore very well acquainted with this section, and knows the
topography of the park like a book. The Twefitth infantry will, in all probability, go
into camp on the Dyer field, in Chickamauga Park, and will put in their time drilling and
maneuvering. | do not know how long they will be stationed at the Park.

Al have not seen Gen. Mil es recentl vy, but
in the war department and congress, is that the government owns no tract equal to
Chickamauga Park as a rendezvous and point of concentration for troops. It is moreover
regarded by the war department as a strategic point of the highest order; a place where

troops can be concentrated and quickly dispatched to all fortifications along the southern

Atlantic and eastern Gulf coasts. In fact Chickamauga Park is destined toeb#eom

great maneuvering ground for the United States Army, as well as for state troops. It has



advantages not to be found elsewhere. Chickamauga Park is, moreover, a healthy
locality, and the encampment of troops from New Orleans and Atlanta at that point last
summer brought this matter to the attention of the war department quite prominently.

AThere is room, ample room at that, for &
| mean by room is that the area is sufficient for military evolutions of every description.
In the event of hostilities, or war, | feel pretty certain that the government would
assemble a very large army at the Park. Their idea in so doing would be, of course, to use
the Park as a field of instruction and preparation. The idea in stationing the Tiftenty
infantry regiment at the Part, rather than sending them to the Dry Tortugas, is to keep
them in a healthy locality as long as possible, and thus avoid sickness breaking out in the
ranks. o

The reporter concluded with an update on the bidding activities, and commented
on i mprovements to the water supply at t he
yesterday of an immense number of bids from nearly every merchant in the city for
furnishing al most anything and everything fr
entire batch off to Quartermaster Lee in Chicago. Mr. Betts was also visited by several
dozen Negroes, who were anxious to secure various and sundry jobs at the Park when the

sol diers arrive, such as 6totindéd in wood a
going on at a lively rate, and the four additional wells will be finished by Friday. Pumps
for these wells are already on the ground. o

On Thursday, April 14, th€hattanooga Timegpublished an Associated Press
telegram that stated: ACompl ete arrangeme
mobilization of practically the entire military force of the government at the
Chickamauga National Park at the first signs of trouble. It is expected, in case of
necessity, a call will be issued for about 40,000 troops, preferably from the National
Guard of the different states and territori e
announced. Mr. Betts men had cut 200 cords of wood and stacked them around Dyer
field for the use of the expectedBfantry Regiment. The Western Union Telegraph
Company opened an office at Battlefield Station on the line of the Chattanooga, Rome
and Southern Railroad. The Park Commission office in the Custom house received a
number of telegrams, written in code, for Colonel Burt, commander of théngantry
Regiment. The men of the ®3nfantry Regiment had been cheered by thousands of
people as the passed through Chicago on the day before. When questioned by reporters,

Col onel Burt sai d: Al am absolutely withou
through to Chickamauga Park as fast as the r

AThe THwefntthy I nfantry Regi me nGhattanoogd arriv
Timesr eporter wr ot e, Afabout noon, possibly by
companies of the Twendjfth Infantry 8 130, 6 officersd have been ordered, upon
arrival here, to proceed immediately to Key West. The remaining 459 men and 9
of ficers, including Col. Burt, wildl remai n a



AThe history of Chi ckamauQ@attanBaga me® a f e a
stated on April 15, fnas the great military r
with the arrival of the Twenty i f t h i nfantry regi ment, Uni t e
before the first section arrived, a crowd of at least 500 or 600 people congregated in the
depot shed to witness the arrival of the tr

Burt, and staff, and Companies G, F, and H, pulled into the shed, the crowd started
cheering at the top of their voices and continued so for several minutes. The largest
portion of the throng present were Negroes. As soon as the train came to a stop, the
regi ment al band of twenty pieces struck up
effect of increasing the enthusiasm of the crowd.

25" Infantry Regimental Band.

AThe second section contained Companies A
the first section arrived, J.H. Peebles received a telegram from Col. Burt, requesting him
to provide dinner for himself and the twesibyee white officers and seventy gallons of
coffee for the soldiers, and as soon as they arrived, Col. Burt and his staff took dinner in
the Union depot, while the colored soldiers were served with coffee in large buckets in
the cars.

inGen Boynton went to Stevenson, Al a., at
section and came to the city with Col. Burt. On the way, Col. Burt decided not to
proceed at once to Chickamauga Park, owing to the inclement weather and to the fact that
they would arrive there at nightfall and experience much inconvenience and discomfort in
pitching camp in the darkness and rain. Col. Burt decided, therefore, to have the
regiment remain in their cars for the night. As soon as the two companies (G and A) for
Key West had transferred to the Southern train, which was in readiness on the siding, the
entire three sections pulled out of the dep
track, near the Chattanooga Gas Light Companies plant, and will leave that point at 8:20
this morning for Chickamauga Par k. o

The reporter also provided some descript
Twenty-fifth regiment, here now, is a fine body of colored soldiers, who have seen some
hard Indian fighting in the west. The regiment has a band of twenty pieces, a hospital
corps of five men, with a Red Cross ambulance, but no physician, and it is likely that a



physician will be secured at this point. The chaplain of the regiment, Rev. Steward, is a
colored man of the Methodist faitheé

ACol . Burt is about 49 years ol d, about
moustache. He is a very pleasant and courteous gentleman, especially to newspaper men.
Col. Burt is not a West Pointer. He rose from the ranks, a thing of which he is very
proud. Col. Burt is a native of Ohio, and in 1861 responded to the first call for
volunteers, enlisting in the"60hio as a private. He is a natural born military man, and
rose rapidly from soldier to sergeant, and then on up the line until at the Battle of
Chickamauga he had attained the rank of major. He was promoted from lieutenant
colonel to colonel in 1892, at which time he took command of the Twtityregiment.

Col. Burt has no familyé

ASecond Lieut. Howard French, of Company

and the son of Dr. W. W. French, of this city. Lieut. French came in on the second
section, but before he arrived, Dr. French paid Lieut. Col. Daggett a call and requested
that his son be allowed leave to visit his mother on Missionary Ridge, who was unable to
come to the depot on account of ill health. Lieut. Col. Daggett very kindly gave Lieut.
French leave of absence until the train left, and thus he was enabled to make a flying trip
to see his mother, returning a few minutes before the Key West special pulled out of the
shed. Lieut. French was met at the depot by a number of his friends, whom he had not
seen for some ti meé

ASergt. William McBriar, col oredfth i s the
infantry. He was given the Medal of Honor on account of a special act of bravery during
the Apache campaign in Arizona. During an engagement he rescued a comrade in danger
of loosing his scalp under a heavy fire from the Indians. Sergt. Smith, colored, is the
oldest man in the service, having enlisted in 1863 in tHeCk¥alry, and was afterward
transferred to the Twentfjfth infantry, in which regiment he has served for tweeight
years. He has been in a number of Indian campaigns, and served under Gen. Miles when
the latter was a colonel. Smith is a pensioner and is about 55 years old. Some of the
colored soldiers are from this city. Will Gardner, a member of the band, and Sandy
Gardner and Green Badgett of Company B, are of this city

AThe behavior of the | arge crowd at t he
soldiers, was, on the whole, very good, and no fights or accidents occurred. When the
first section arrived the crowd at the southern end of the shed made a rush for the box
cars on the siding, and by so doing came near being run over by the engine. The depot
was crowded with colored women of all sizes and ages to welcome the soldiers. The
Twentyfifth infantry is regarded as an exceptionally fine body of men. All of them are
crack shots and there is a great deal of rivalry between the Thntynfantry and the
Ninth cavalry, another very fine regiment. The soldiers think a great deal of Col. Burt,
who in turn sees to it that they are well t

The reporter was also pleased to report the first military contracts coming to
Chattanooga. AThe contract with supplying

f

r



9,000 pounds of hay, and 2,500 pounds of straw was awarded yesterday by Quartermaster
Lee of Chicago to T. L. Peak of this city, and he has been ordered to deliver the supply
today. H. J. Heinz & Co. delivered a large quantity of canned beans to the park yesterday
and will send more out today. o0

In an effort to block some of the amtar sentiment voiced by the Anti
Imperialism Society, the U. S. Congress, on April 16, 1898 issued a formal resolution
that the U. S. had no plans for the annexation of Cuba. At the same time, the war
department took steps to begin a total mo b i
was reported with obvious satisfaction by t@éattanooga Times not i ng t hat i
regi ments of <cavalry [ are] ordered to proce
regul ar soldiers to be here in a few days. oo

The big news in the local area, however, was the settlement of the Hifnty
Infantry Regiment into camp at Chickamauga on a portion of the park that was being
call ed ACamp TBnesyepotter descibed theil detevities in detail:

i The THiftreimfantyy regiment, after spending the night in their cars on the
6barracks siding,6 |l eft yesterday morning at
the line of the Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern road about a quarter of a mile south of
Battlefield Station at 9 o006cl ock. As soon a
as to the unloading and pitching camp. Camp Boynton was pitched in the Widow Glenn
field, and Col . Burtds tent and headquarter:
eastern side of the field. Headquarters were not established in any house, as at first
stated, on account of the distance from camp.



AnThe whole of yesterday was taken up 1in
tents. The work of wunloading the trains was
the work of transporting the wagons, supplies, etc., from the siding will not be completed
until today. Guard mounting will be the order of today, and tomorrow the officers and
soldiers will take a mucheeded rest. On Monday the drilling and maneuvering will
begin. All of the officers, as well as the soldiers are in excellent health.

AThe tent occupied by Col. Burt is one o
Civil War soldiers and officers had reason to complain about the color of their tents,
which let in the hot glare of the sun, and offered little or no protection from the heat.

Within the past year or two, however, t he ¢
army with new buffc ol ored tents that are a positive p
afford a cool , dark shelter. Col . Burtodos t

some fifty in all, are of the olashioned pattern and color of army tents.

Bloody Pndv,V located on the st side fthe park.

AWhen the army arrived at Camp Boynton
entire park force in readiness to assist them. President Wilburn and H. C. Knox, traveling
passenger agents of the Chattanooga, Rome and Southern, and Gen. Boynton were also
on the ground and showed Col. Burt and his command every courtesy. Gen. Boynton
put the park carpenters at work building a telegraph station and doing other work as was
necessary.

nCol . Andrew S. Burt was s eBmesrgparterf er day
to whom he showed a great deal of courtesy. He stated that he was very well pleased
with the location, as a camp, and that he felt under special obligations to Gen. Boynton,
who had done everything in his power to make the transfer to the park easy. Gen.



Boynton and Col. Burt, by the way, are lifetime friends, they having been boys together

in Cincinnati, Col . Burtés ol d home. An er
Burt had no family. It should have read that his family was not with him, having

remained in Chicago, with the exception of
was erected and the interior furnishings pu

colonel retired for a two hours nap, the first good rest he had had, in fact, since leaving
Montana. Col. Burt, as well as the other officers, received a great many visitors from the

city yesterday. The officers, far from being distant, are very cordial and enjoy having

people visit them. Most of those who visited Camp Boynton came out in buggies and on

hor seback, although a good many went out an
recruited from the southern states, a large portion being from Tennessee. Capt. Ord was

in the recruiting office at Nashville for a number of years, which is the home of many of

the soldiers. Both officers and soldiers like the location, which is on a bit oflsaldle

well drained in wet weather. The Twetltith was formerly commanded by Col.

Andrews, Col. Burt taking command six years ago.

AQuartermaster Line was a very busy man &
mess tents, receiving and storing supplies, and issuing rations. He was quite overrun for
a time by grocers, grocersb6 agents and peop
will not purchase any food supplies for a time yet, as the regiment is provisioned for
thirty days. L. L. Peak delivered 6,000 pounds of oats, 9,000 pounds of hay, and 2,500
pounds of straw at Camp Boynton, which was s

The Mule Corral.

AThe wunloading of the mules and horses w
visitors. They were stabled in the rear of
after their long journey. The scene at camp was a very animated one. Soldiers were busy
chopping wood for the carvires, while others were engaged in carrying water from



Cave Spring, a short distance from camp. Each soldier is provided with two good army
blankets, towels, toilet articles, etc. The officers are provided with camp cots and
bedding. A large number of soldiers busied themselves yesterday gathering sage grass,
which abounds in the Dyer and Widow Glenn fields, and which they used for bedding,
spreading their blankets over it. The regiment is divided into several messes, each having
its own cook. The small army stoves are either without or within the tents, as suits the
convenience and taste of the soldiers. The fare is very goddmeésreporter watched

the men of Company E yesterday while the cooks were issuing rations. The soldiers
stood line, each with a tin plate, cup, knife and fork. The cooks were sitting at different
stoves, and as each soldier passed his plate it was filled with beans, then he passed it on
to another cook, who ladled out corned beef or Irish stew. Passing along further, the
soldier received a half loaf of bread and had his tin cup filled with coffee. Thus served
each soldier sought a convenient seat on a wood pile or in front of his tent, and disposed
of his meal.

Al exandewr 0s Er idge at the park.
AfHeadquarters at Camp Boynton consists o
qguartermaster and chaplain, as well as the Postal Telegraph office and several other tents
used for storage. The officers are provided with good folding camp chairs, and by order
of Gen. Boynton a large number of wooden benches used during the dedication were
hauled to the camp yesterday and placed in front of the tents. Each tent has a ditch dug
around it for drainage. The Twerififth is well provided with tools, and many of the
soldiers were engaged all day yesterday in digging these ditches about their tents. Some
of the soldiers are great athletes, and one fellow distinguished himself yesterday
afternoon by running down and catching a rabbit.



AThe sol diers are well provided with g u
instruments, and the regiment boasts a mandolin glee club of eight members. The
regiment also has a number of mascots, pets and curiosities worthy of mention. A great
many of the officers own fine dogs, greyhounds, sitters, retrievers, etc., and Company E
has a real live and full grown coyote, or prairie wolf, caught when young and perfectly
tame. The officers of Company E state that their mascot left them at one time in
Montana, and remained away for several months, but returned. His wolfship was
provided with a dry goods box for a kennel and tied to the rear of the camp of Company
E yesterday, where he attracted the attention of visitors, many of whom had never before
seen a coyote. Private Sims, of Company F, is also the possessor of a skull and horns, or
antlers, of a male Rock Mountain sheep, or big horn, which he shot in the Bear Paw
Mountains, Montana.

AThe tents of the various companies are
between and running in a straight line from headquarters. The magazine rifles are
stacked in front of the tents, along with chests, knapsacks, haversacks, canteens, bugles,
etc. Each company is provided with about 200 rounds of cartridges to the man. The
colors are at headquarters.

ACol . Burt is very proud of the fact that
front, and is very much elated to think that his command is held in such high esteem by
the war department. Col. Burt says that if anyone does not think his men are good
fighters all they would have to do is look at their past record and give them a chance at
the Spaniards. Lieut. Reynolds J. Burt, of Company B is a son of Col. Burt, had has a
brilliant future before him as a military
bravery, coolness, and good military judgmen

The reporter was pleased to report that Fort McPherson, near Atlanta, was being
stripped of men and equipment. The infantry was being sent to Tybee Island, near
Savannah. All ammunition was to be shipped out, and the cavalry was being transferred
to Chickamauga. He stated that once these
one officer and two men | eft at Fort McPhers

AHundreds of People Visit the Tenting G
Sunday, April 17 issue of thehattanooga Timeg r o c | ai me d .-fiftminfamtey Twent vy
regi ment, o the article continued, Anof ficers
camp yesterday. Inspections and dress parade was the order for yesterday morning, and
guard mounting for the rest of the day. The remainder of the baggage wagons and
equipment were hauled from the siding into camp yesterday morning. Today the
regiment willenjoy a day of solid rest and entertain visitors, and on Monday morning
bright and early the drilling and maneuvering will begin and continue as long as the
regiment remains at the park. Several of the officers and a dozen or more soldiers visited
the city yesterday, comi ng andfthipfantynmm on t he
addition to having a good band, and a mandolin glee club, also has a very excellent
bicycle corps. Although it is not generally known, nearly every infantry regiment in the



American army these days has a corps of cyclists. Bicycles are used by the orderlies and
for quick messenger service.

AThe arrival

Park has proven a veritable bonanza
the livery men. On Saturday two c
the best stables in this city were almo
out of vehicles and the throng that
certain to visit the park today will
make a heavy run
Visitors to the park have formed som
faint idea of the rigors of a Montan:
winter by gazing upon the fur hats ar
caps, gloves and buffalo overcoa
which some of the soldiers of thi
Twentyfifth brought with them. Of
course the soldiers will find on use fc
such clothing in this climate and it i
only a few of them who are thu:
provided.

Black soldier wearing a buffalo skin coat.

ADuring the Civil War, a | arge number of
Rossville engaged in hauling supplies, foraging, etc. for both armies during the entire
Chickamauga campaign. These same men have remained at the park, and their sons,
little fellows who helped their fathers during the Chickamauga campaign by holding the
t eam, 6scotchingdéd the wheels and toting wat
following in the footsteps of their fathers by working as teamsters and freighters for the
Twentyfifth infantry. A Timesreporter has heard several of these teamsters state that
Camp Boynton reminded them of what they had seen during the Civil War.

Aln fact, everything about Chickamauga P
scenes of 1863. Col. Burt is not a little pleased, as well as affected, by the similarity
between then and now, and the prophetic instincts of the native population are awakened
and stimulated by the war | i ke appearance of
the reader that many more units were on their way to the Park. General Brooke was also
coming from Chicago to assume overall command.

ASever al t housand preespepoded bnrMomdaytMay 18, ci t y, a
Afrom this city, Ro me, Summer v ChickamgugaDal t on,
Park yesterday on horseback, bicycles and i
over the park, taking in the sights and paying their respects to Col. Burt and his staff.

The Twentyf i f t h i nfantry took a good, substanti a
better prepared for the heavy drilling and maneuvering of this week, which begins at
daylight this morning. The principal feat ut
an exciting game of base ball played by two nines of exdpicked from different

companies according to their qualifications. A large number of farmers, with their



families, drove in from the surrounding country in buggies and farm wagons to take a
|l ook at the soldiers in camp.o

AWe were a curiosity,o Edward A. Johnson
both white and colored, from Chattanooga, Tenn., visited us daily. Many of them had
never seen a colored soldier. The behavior of the men was such that even the most
prejudiced could find no faulteée AII al ong t
exception of one or two places in Georgia, we had been received most cordially. But in
Georgia, outside of the Park, it mattered not if we were soldiers of the United States, and
going to fight for the honor of our country and the freedom of an oppressed and starving
people, we were "niggers," as they called us, and treated us with contempt. There was no
ent husiasm, nor Stars and Stripes, in Georgi
in the South. o

The May 18 issue of the Chattanoogames provided lengthy updates on
numerous regiments that were on their way to Chickamauga from all parts of the country.
There was much anticipation about the expected soon arrival of the fath@es/&élry
Regi ment . AThe Sixth cavalry regiment, o th
this week, is the crack cavalry regiment of the American army, and Troop A is the crack
troop of the finest body of cavalry in North America. When they arrive at the park,
people of this city who visit their camp while they are maneuvering will witness a free
show such as New Yorkers had to pay $2 to see in Madison Square Garden last month.
Their drill is little short of wonderful, Troop A is from Fort Myer Washington, D. C. and
the riding of these troopers is far superio
Cossack cavalry of the Russian army hardly compares with this troop. Last month Troop
A held a riding tournament in Madison Square Garden. Gothamites paid $2 to see what
they considered the finest equestrian show of the age, abut Chattanooga people will
attend the same performance at the Park this

The reporter also reminded the readers that General Brooke would soon be
arriving in Chattanooga. Also soon to arrive was Chief Quartermaster Lee, and his
coming would provide strong economic incent
Lee, of the Department of the Lakes, will arrive in this city tomorrow evening and will
remain at Chickamauga Park as long as the army stays there. Immediately upon his
arrival, Quartermaster Lee will invite bids for large quantities of meat, vegetables, bread
stuffs, grain and forage with which to supply the cavalry, artillery, and infantry regiments
at Chickamauga Park. Commercial men who have anticipated the coming of
Quartermaster Lee are beginning to flock to this city with a view of securing contracts for
outside houses, but it goes without saying that local merchants will be able to hold their
own when it comes to a struggle of this sort



On April 19, 1898, at Chickamauga Park, the soldiers were ready to begin the

drills and weapons practice that wer e
troops at Camp
reporter for theChattanooga Times
wr ot e, na-t an e

morning began the business
drilling, maneuvering, etc., whic
will be kept up as long as they sts
in the park. The work of yesterda
morning consisted of skirmish dril .
and calisthenics. The average ste. ~ .
militiaman has very little idea of the~ = = %
value of topography for drilling anc«... .~ %§
maneuvering, in as much as th . “.;* _
militia evolutions for the most parC? g
-~ %
are performed in the halls or o - :
asphalt paved streets. The regul'“'”*‘ s
soldier, however, has a kee_ _ .«
appreciation of topography when k G
comes to a matter of drill, and th™™ ._..“,',-,
heavy open timber of Chickamaug™ -
Park affords an excellent field foi—=" -
skirmish drill. 25" Infantry Regiment in formation.

AOn the treeless pl ai ns -fdth iofantrydhadFao r t
excellent field for open and close movements, but a very poor location for skirmish drill,
which was principally carried out in arroyos (stretches of prairie heavily and deeply
gullied). The park, however, contains both cleared and wooded land, as well as level and
hilly stretches, so that every evolution known to military practice can be carried on with

SUcCcess.

0The skirmish drildl by companies

S

battle was about to begin, by witnessing 400 men prowling about in the woods, armed to

the teeth, and springing all sorts of surprises on each other. Military calisthenics consists
of a drill in which the magazine guns are used instead of Indian clubs. It is very
attractive and in some extent resembl

The men were armed with the Model 1896 kdaggensen Rifle. This weapon

was developed Ole Krag and Erik Jorgensen at the Konigsberg Arms Factory in Norway.

It was a bolt action rifle that fired a .3 flanged cartridge using smokeless powder.
used a magazine with a five round capacity, but was also capable of functioning as a
single shot weapon. Using the magazine, it was capable of 14 shots per minute. The

weapon weighed 3.5 pounds with bayonet and was 48 7/8 inches in length. The Krag

JorgenserRifle had several advantages over the United Stateg04%hich was the
more predominant lorgrm used by the American forces in the Spanish American War.
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visitors, who, with a little effort of the imagination, could persuade themselves that a
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Most importantly, the "Krag" fired ammunition that contained smokeless powder. The
smokeless powder would not betray the location of the shooter as readily as would the
cloud of white smoke from the black powder ammunition used by th@048lso, the
shooter did not have to wait for the smoke to clear to see his target. The ammunition for
the KragJorgensen Rifle was of a smaller caliber than that of th&04%herefore, a
trooper could carry more rounds with him (one hundred .30 caliber cartridges weighed
the same as sixty .45 caliber cartridges). Lastly, the Homgensen Rifle fired on a
flatter trajectory and therefore could be aimed more accurately with less training.

At the park, there was more work to do to prepare for the arrival of the cavalry

hor ses. AYesterday Engineer BTanedreportgy | aced t
wr ot e, Abuil ding dams across Mullis and Cayv
off the banks on each side so that 1,000 horses can be watered at one time at the two

creeks. The banks are being sloped or incl.

approach, while the dams will serve the purpose of collecting water enough to supply a
large number of horses. More of this work will be done today at Chickamauga Park.
Work on the four additional wells is also pr

In Washington, President McKinley did not think that things were progressing
finely. Not only was he on the verge of a war he did not want, but he also faced a
personal political disaster. Theodore Roosevelt had publicly stated that the president
Ahas al | t he backbone o-fvar elements incboth patties ®c | ai
seemed to be taking over in congress. After days of heated debate, in which both parties
strongly defamed the president, the House and Senate passed a joint resolution that
proclaimed Cuban independence, demanded that Spain give up the island and withdraw
its forces at once, and directed the president to use the armed forces to enforce these
resolutions. Twentyour Republicans had deserted the president and voted with the pro
war majority. There was a Republican rally, however, and at 3 a.m. on the morning of
April 19, the bill passed both houses, with the amendment declaring independence being
removed. This was a position that McKinley could live with, because it put the war on a
moral footing that he had recommended from the beginning. He signed the bill on April
20 and sent the final threay ultimatum to Spain.

AYesterday was a day of pr e fClataadogaon, 0 t h
Timesst at ed, Afion the part of every individual
Gen Brooke and the United States troops at Chickamauga Park. The city is full of
newspapermen, artists, drummers, and men looking for work, drawn here by reason of
the vast importance which this city has assumed as the strategic point for the mobilization
of troops in case war.

AJames G. C. Lee, assistant guartermaste
this city at 2:30 yesterday afternoon from
the train by Gen. Boynton, to whom he stated that he wanted to leave at once for Camp
Boynton to see acting quartermaster Line and award the contracts for wood, oats, hay and
straw. Col. Lee also stated that he wanted to ride over the park today and look at maps of
the same, in order to select camping grounds for the troops and have thgnateelsi



several hours before they arrive. Col. Lee inquired about hotel accommodations at the
park, and upon learning that there were none, he decided to remain at the Reid house for
the time being, until quarters could be arranged. Col. Lee and Gen. Boynton walked over
the Reid House and five minutes after his ar

ACol . Lee and Gen. Boynton returned at 9
Park. For an hour and a half after their arrival Col. Lee was exceedingly busy, but
finished at 1: 30 o0o6cl ock, THmesrepbrtercHe statadme he v
that he had decided to make his headquarters in the building known as Park Headquarters
and would not remain at the custom house longer than tomorrow. Park Headquarters was
placed at his disposal by Gen. Boynton and Col. Lee will begin moving in today. He
further stated that Gen. Brooke and staff would arrive here from Chicago at 2:35 this
afternoon, on train No. 1 on the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. Louis road. In regard to
the troops, Col. Lee stated positively that they would have to unload in this city and
march to the park. The march, he said, would do them good, and that the unloading
could and would be done with greater facilit
R. Brooke arrived in Chattanooga during the late afternoon.

General Brooke quickly began his duties as commander of the new mobilization

camp taking shape at Chickamauga Par k. f
Chi ckamauga Park began in earnest yesterday
Timesannounced, fa day of excitement and down
happened to be connected with the military preparations now in progress in this city.
Yesterdayods military proceedings, briefly, w
AMaj . Gen. J. R. Brooke, i n command of
Chi ckamauga Par k, arrived in this city at 2

car attached to the second section of train No. 1 on the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St.

Louis road. He was accompanied by Mrs. Brooke and three aides, Capt. William V.

Richards of the Sixteenth Infantry, First Lieut. James T. Dean of the Fourteenth Infantry,

and Second Lieut. Frank B. McKenna of the Fifteenth Infantry. Lieut. Dean was
accompanied by his wife. Gen. Brooke and his aides were met at the depot by Gen.
Boynton and Maj. Dillenback. Col. Lee arrived with Gen. Brooke, having gone down to
Shel |l mound at 1 o06clock and boarded the ger
consultation with the last named officers, Gen. Brooke relinquished his car and went to

the Read House where he was registered and was assigned to room 78 on the first floor.

AWhil e Gen. Brooke was registering and we
he was surrounded by reporters, each making unsuccessful attempts to secure an
interview with him. One newspaper man stood near the elevator door and drew a pencil
picture of the general talking with one of his aides. Gen. Brooke is a large, portly,
dignified looking man, with a striking military bearing and manner. He wore a felt
slouch hat of the kind now worn both by officers and soldiers; a black Prince Albert suit
with no other decoration than a Loyal Legion button on the lapel of his coat.



AOn going to his room, he had a | ong con
o6clock walked over to the depot to see how
horses was progressing. It was at this time that Gen. Brooke was interview@ahigsa
reporter. ol have been ordered to Chickama
further orders from Washington. Until | receive them, | can give no definite answer as to
my future plans. Gen. Brooke was very tired after his journey, and would not allow
himself to be interviewed by reporters.

AMaj . Gen. J. R. Brooke was born in Penn
follows: He is not a graduate of West Point, but entered the service from civil life. He
was appointed captain of the Forth Pennsylvania Infantry April 20, 1861, and honorably
mustered out on July 26, of the same year, only to be elected colonel of thihiFdfty
Pennsylvania volunteers on Nov. 7, 1861. On May 12, 1864, he received the brevet rank
of major general for gallant service. He resigned his volunteer commission in the army
on Feb. 1, 1866. On the reorganization of the army after the war, he was commissioned
lieutenant colonel of the Thirtgeventh infantry July 28, 1866, and transferred to the
Third infantry June 14, 1879. He was later appointed to be brigadier general, and on May
22, 1897, he was appointed to major general, the position he now holds. Gen. Brooke is
the ranking officer of the four generals now in command at various points in the south.
He is in command of the Department of the Lakes, and withal a true soldier and a
patriotic American gentl emané

AGen. Brooke and Gen. Boynton wil/l | eave
Chickamauga Park where they will spend the day. It was arranged last night that Gen.
Brooke should have temporary headquarters in the custom house, adjoining the postal
i nspectoros office, unt i | all the troops th
into the park. After that Gen. Brooke will in all probability change his headquarters to
the Dyer house at Chickamauga Park. o

It had been common knowledge for sometime that the Twidtity Infantry
Regiment would soon be going south to become the first unit committed to fighting in
Cuba. nCol . Burt received a tel digmgesam at 2
reporter wr ot e, Afrom Ge-fifth Inf&htryatdh praveecdto d er i n g
Mobile at once. Quartermaster Line came at once to the city to see about the
transportation, but before he had gone very far with the matter Col. Burt received another
order countermanding the first one at 3 o06o6c
known. It is quite likely, however, that the Tweiiifgh Infantry will be moved to the
coast in a short time, and they are expectin

It was expected that more than forty trains were either here or would be arriving
at Chattanooga that day, bringing men, horses, and equipment for the growing army at
Chi ckamauga Par k. A Aiimesd e pparm. ery ecsd retridrmawy e d,
section of ten stock cars, containing the horses and equipment of the Third Cavalry
Regiment arrived from Jefferson Barracks, Mo., over the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St.
Louis road. An enormous c¢rowd, mostly Negr
were about to arrive, had gathered in the Union depot shed two hours before hand, and



when Gen. Brooke arrived he could hardly force his way through the throng. The crowd
grew in numbers, and when the first section backed in on the Western and Atlantic
siding, which runs parallel to and within a few feet of Market Street, the crowd made a
rush out of the depot and across the yards to the train.

AJust before this section arrived, Col
380 horses to Ed Kyle, proprietor of the Union Stock Yards and as soon as the first
section came in, Col. Lee ordered the horses unloaded at the said stock yards. He also
gave orders for the Third cavalrymen and officers to remain in their cars for the night,
and that the coming wagons, ambulances, equipment, etc. be unloaded on Market Street
so that they could be moved out an early he
jovial, fun-loving set, who chaffed the crowd goeadturedly on arrival, and made great
sport of the photographers, who had a battery of cameras leveled at the train as it rolled
through the yards. One trooper rendered a selection on his bugle on arrival, which
brought forth a ringing encore from the crow

Other units were expected to be arriving shortly from Vermont, Virginia, New
Yor k, and Ari zona. AMaj . Dill enback spent
where he decided upon having the troops encamp on the McDonald, Mullis, Dyer,
Widow Glenn, Cave Springs, and Tan Yard fields, the regimental commanders to make
their own selection as to where they shall select for camp. This arrangement leaves all
the part of the park east of La Fayette Road

On April 22 the U. S. Navy commenced a blockade of Cuba and the first Spanish
ship taken. i At an early hoGhattanpama Timer day mo
procl ai med, Apeople began to throng the str
witness the departure of the Third Cavalry for Chickamauga. Hundreds of enthusiastic
Chattanoogans lined the sidewalks and lustily cheered the gallant troopers as they left for
the Park. Crowds of people lingered about the Union depot during the day, the presence
of many ladies being conspicuous, and as each train bearing troops arrived it was greeted
with hearty cheersé The Third Cavalry, memb
the union depot yards, l eft the city about
Chickamauga. At an early hour yesterday morning every road leading to Chickamauga
Park from the city and surrounding country was crowded with all manner of vehicles.
The drag containing the 6city folks6 trotte
the man wheelmen [bicycle riders] glided through the clouds of dust, and gave the scene
an animated appearance.

AAt Lytl e, or Battlefield Station, al | W &
and farm wagons had congregated there under orders from Engineer Betts, to assist in
transporting the forage, supplies, and baggage of the various commands to the camp
siteseé Gen. Brooke, yesterday, deciding u
encampments of troops at Chickamauga:

First Cavalryd Camp Dan Lamont.
Second Cavalrg Near the Eighteenth Indiana monument.



Third Cavalryd Widow Glenn field, near Eighteenth Indiana monument.
Sixth Cavalryd Viniard field.

Ninth Cavalryd West of Fentonds Well

Tenth Cavalryd North of Park Smithy.

Maj . Di |l | enbaé KbéuthwadtefavililisBpringt e r s
FirstArtillery 8 Mullis Spring.

Second Artilleryd Old Mullis House.

Third Artillery 8 Top of ridge east of George Mullis House.

Fourth Artilleryd McDonald field.

Fifth Artillery 8 McDonald House.

Military camps around Bloody Pond.

AThe first to arrive on the field was L
Sidney W. Taylor commanding. The battery came over the Seaboard Air Line from
Fortress Monroeé Battery F and its gallant
Chattanooga, who well remember that it was their flying artillery organization that
attracted so much attention during the dedication exercise at the Park in 1895. The
battery train was sidetracked on the O6barrtr
yesterday mornip | eft f or the park. They arrived a
and immediately unloaded, hooked up and started for Mullis spring, near the north limit
of the park, which was reached about 10: 30



sectionsé®6 in the vicinity of Fowl er 6s
unlimbered, horses were unhitched and immediately rode to water at Chickamauga Creek

bat't

by the heard guard. Meantime, the nimble cannoneers, as fast as the baggage wagons

arrived with the tents and camp equipage, unloaded them, and soon the white tents were
glistening in the bright sun light. While this was being done, another detail was carrying
wood and water, and in an incredibly short time the aroma of coffee pervaded the air,

serving notice on everybody that the inner n

AThe Fourth Artillery had hardly compl et

the trains bearing troops A. H. E, and G of the Sixth Cavalry, came to a stop opposite the
Vittetoe house. As soon as the empty flats and stock cars were taken out of the way, the
troopers began to unload their equipments, wagons, and ambulances from the second
section which had followed them outé Thi
near Washington, and is considered one of the finest commands in that branch of the
service. The third section, containing
Station about 9:30. The O6rampso6 were p
chargers were 6l ed out. o They seemed ov
cars, and several of the more nervous could barely keep their hooves on the ground.
There was a marked difference in the action of the steeds and the mules belonging to the
commands. The lorgared quadrupeds seemed to have lost sight of their reputation for
6cussedness, d® and very quietly followed
belonging to the commands, and soon were straining at the traces pulling the generous
loads piled up on the wagons by the cavalrymen. The extra wagons ordered by Engineer
Betts were also loaded, and soon a line of them was strung out across the Dyer field
going in the direction of the McDonald field, which Col. Summers understood to be his
camp ground. The first wagon had passed
when it was turned back by order of Gen. Brooke, who drove up at this time in a drag,
accompanied by two aides and Gen. Boynton. The long stream of wagons followed the
lead of the first and proceeded to the vicinity of the Widow Glenn house where the
Wilder monument is located, and went into camp east of the &emard road, not far

from the camp of the Twentfifth infantry.

A At 11: 20 a <c¢loud of dust appeared
McDonald field, where appeared Maj. Dillenback and Capt. Chase, the former on the
staff of Gen. Brooke, the latter one of the officers of the Third Cavalry. They were
accompanied by an aide. After exchanging greetings with the officers of Battery F, the
location of the camp of the Third was discussed, and after riding over the ground Capt.
West, under advice of Maj. Dillenback, decided to camp on the south end of the
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Mc Donal d field, near wher e Sl ocumob s Loui si

engagement of Sept. 20, 1863¢ The wagon
soon the cavalrymen were 6at home. 6 Jus
Gen. Brooke drove up and ordered them to strike camp and proceed to the Widow Glenn
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field, near where the Sixth is | ocated, whi c

TheTimesr eporter did not neglect to repor
the forage contracts, the particulars of which have appeared before Tnnthag the
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Chattanooga Brewing Company has received a contract for furnishing fifty kegs of beer
daily to Exchange Of ffithentamtry. ObeNanteén bdilding att he T we
Camp Boynton, 40 by 200 feet, was compl et e
dispensing the amber fluid to the thirsty soldiers. The regimental quartermasters are

buying about 100 pounds of fresh beef daily from Nathan Frank and Leo Ackerman, but

have made no permanent contracts. S. T. Dewees is furnishing the officers with select
groceries in large quantities daily, and considerable bread is being purchased at the local
bakeries, but no contracts have been | eté

AA member of the quarter maSimesnegorser depart
yesterday the significance of the thirty days rations carried by all the troops of the regular
army. When the troops were given orders to move south, they all started with provisions
for thirty days, of a character known as 0c¢
known as O6hard tack. o This consists of s a
vinegar, salt, pepper, potatoes and onions. Rations of this character are served while
troops are on the march. When troops are encamped at a given point the commissary
department purchases fresh bread and vegetables for the troops. This explains why bread
meet and food supplies are being purchased of local dealers for the troops encamped at
Chickamauga. The cavalry branch does not carry full rations for the horses, but
provender will be purchased in the location of Chattanooga. The total amount of rations
now on hand at the park for the two batteries of artillery, Twéfityinfantry and Sixth
Cavalry will amount to about 147,240 pounds

On April 23, in response to the U. S. blockade of Cuba and the capture of a
Spanish ship by the gunbodtashville Spain declared war on the United States.
President McKinley sent a request for a declaration of war to Congress and also requested

approval for a call for 125,000 volunteers f
the Spanish mer i can War was at Chattarmoga Tineestdted,y est er d
Aowing to the arrival of t he North Atlanti
People were expecting to hear of a naval battle at almost any minute, and as a result the

Tme® bull etins were patronized by | arger <croa

Spanish trouble began. The Spanigherican War and the arrival of soldiers from all
parts of the Union in this city has brought one curious result. People are buying a great
many maps of North America, the West Indies, the Philippines, and Spain with which to
refresh themselves with geography, or in cases where geographic knowledge is wanting,
to lean what they had not known before. The latter class is very numerous, and one
would be surprised at the lack of information in regard to the cities, islands, and
continents of the globe. One bookseller sold not less than 350 maps of the West Indies
yesterdayé

AChi ckamauga Par k, yesterday, when the s
fields, contained about 4,000 men of all/l br
This number was increased as night advanced, and when the light breaks this morning it
will shine upon about 5,000 men on their way to do battle, to offer up their lives for the
glory and integrity of their country. The following commands were encamped at the Park
at 6 o6clock yesterday evening, in the order



TWENTY-FIFTH INFANTRY 0 Col. A. S. Burt, eight companies, hospital corps, and
band, in the Widow Glenn field, southeast of Bloody Pond; 550 men.

BATTERY F, FOURTH ARTILLERY0 Capt. Sidney Taylor, commanding, 75 men, 5
guns, 5 caissons, and battery wagon. In the McDonald field, site of Fowlers Battery,
Sept. 19, 1863.

THIRD CAVALRY & Maj. Wessel, commanding troops A, B, D, H, | and K from
Jefferson Barracks, Mo. hospital corps and quartermaster department, 600 men. In the
Viniard field, west of the LaFayette Road.

SIXTH CAVALRY & Col. S. S. Summers commanding, troops A, E, G, H from Fort
Myers, Va. And troops B, C, F, and K from Levenworth, Kan., band, hospital corps, and
guartermaster department; 850 men. In the field east of the LaFayette Road, opposite the
Brock house.

BATTERY E, FIRST ARTILLERYd Capt. A. A. Capton, Washington, D. C., 5 guns, 5
caissons, battery wagon, and forge and one ambulance, hospital corps, 85 men, at Mullis
Spring, southeast of the McFarland Gap Road and west of the McDonald field.

BATTERY D, FIFTH ARTILLERY 8 Capt Frank Thorpe, Fort Hamilton, N. Y. 5 guns,

four caissons, battery wagon, and forge and one ambulance, hospital corps, 80 men.
Located in McDonald field on the site of
LaFyette Road.

BATTERY F, SECOND ARTILLERYd First Lieut. John Greble, Fort. Edwards R. I.. 5

guns, 5 caissons, battery wagon, and forge, ambulance, and one supply wagon, 85 men.

Located at Mullis Spring, north of the McFarland Gap Road and west of McDonald field.

TWELFTH INFANTRY & Col. J. W. Andrews, Fort Niobrara, Neb., Companies A, B,

C, D, E, F, G, and H, band, hospital corps and quartermaster department, 650 men.
Located on the Widow Glenn field east of the Gifiniard road and west of the Third
Cavalry.

FIRST CAVALRY & Col. A. K. Arnold, headquarters, and troops F and K from Fort
Riley, Kan. Hospital corps, quartermaster department, and band. 400 men. Located in the
Brock field west of the LaFayette Road, opposite the Sixth Cavalry and north of the
Third.

SECOND CAVALRY 8 Maj. W. A. Rafferty, troops A, C, D, F, H, and G from Fort
Riley, Kan. Hospital corps, and quartermaster department. 650 men. Located in Brock
field between the First and Third Cavalry.



AThe | ocal rail way officials were advis
following troops. Aside from this, however, nothing could be learned as to their
movements.

First Cavalryd Troops A and | from Fort Huachuea, Ariz., are expected to arrive
Monday morning over the southern.

Second Cavalnd Tr oops B and | from Fort Logan, Ca
morning.
Second Infantd Compani es D and G from Fort Yates, )

morning over the Memphis division of the Southern.

Sixth Cavalryd The Fort Ethan Allen squadron left Philadelphia, Pa., yesterday
morning at 7 o6clock and are due this evenin

There are also troops on the way here from Marinae Island, Mich. They are to arrive at 5
o6clock this morning over the Southern road.

The Tenth Cavalry has been delayed on account of the burning of a bridge on the
Northern Pacific, so it is impossible to say when they will arrive.

The Ninth Cavalry is due at 6 o6clock this n

ABesi des t he a-baetethe Parklast night & éetachmentnof the
signal corps of the army, with four signal corps and field telegraph wagons and a
complete outfit for establishing communications with the various commands and general
headquarters.

ATher e ar e-fivetelegniaph operawns bejonging to the field telegraph
corps now in the Park, and they wil/| probabl
headquarters.

AThe stiff Dbreeze which started about mi
around to the southeast just before day break, and soon a mass of dark gray clouds came
scurrying across the sky and at about the same time that the sun usually puts in his
appearance a dense curtain covered the heavens and shut out its warming rays. It was
quite chilly in the early morning air, and the lone sentries at the various camps kept up
their circulation by brisk movements, with occasional stops at the smoldering fires.

AAbout 5 06clock the blaring tones of a
drivers of Battery D, Fifth Artillery from their slumbers on mother earth, with the
heavens for a covering, for they had arrived so late last night that they could not put up
their tents. They began work immediately after roll call. A detail began cooking
breakfast, the drivers groomed and watered their stock, and the nimble cannoners began
pitching their tents. Unlike their brethren of the Fourth, close by, who have been in



service in the west and are provided with conical tents, the tents of this battery are what
are known as the common square tent, which, strange to say, takes up more room, but
will not accommodate as many men as the conical tent. Twenty one of these common
tents were soon placed in a row, with a second row for the officers opposite. The battery
guidon was uncased and planted at the tent of Capt. Thorpe, commanding.

AWhile the boys of Battery D were thus ¢
Fourth Artillery, snoozed serenely on until about 6:15, when the trumpeter on guard
sounded the reveille. After orol | call , o
removed from the gun caissons and laid out on the grass to dry. The drivers cleaned and
oiled the harness of their teams, while the cannoners looked after the guns and limbers.

After every detail had been attended to, the men were allowed to rest for the remainder of
the day, only doing such duties as are a part of the regular routine, rain or shine.

An Artillery Battery on the move.

AThe men of Battery F, First Artillery,
fellows in Battery D, they having arrived very late Thursday evening and not having
completed pitching their tents.

inBattery F, of the Second, which arrived
and most picturesque camping ground of the whole outfit. It is located just west of
Mullis Springs in the edge of the timber on gently sloping ground. The fact that the
batteries are located by regiments that are in the order from one to five, with the First in
Mulls field, gave the second battalion this choice location, for which luck they are envied

by the 6other fellows. 60
AEverybody was on the Ohustled in the ¢
regi ments. The Third, which had to strike c



McDonald field and move to the Viniard field, about three and a half miles further south,

was straightening out its baggage, after 6s
troops were sent to graze under guard, and it was extremely interesting to see two
mounted troopers keep those lively steed, which had been cooped up for a few days, from
straying too far from each other in their joy at being again on terra firma and out of the

stuffy, cinderladen atmosphere of the stock cars.

nOver I n the Sixth, Maj . Wessell s commat
policing the camp, after the routine cavalr\
60fatigued sounded the ground occupied by th
made by the hand of man. Every fallen twig, leaves, and loose stone had been raked up
and carted away.

nThe headquarters of Maj . Gen. John R.
concentrating at Chickamauga Park, will be established on the gentle slope which is the
north terminus of Lytle Hill, due east of Be

the same. Gen. Brooks was at the station for quite a time yesterday morning and
extended a pleasant greeting to the officers of the various commands as they arrived. HE
rested in the shade of thémestent and seemed quite at home among the press gang that
came and went like bees in a hive, and making a pleasant reply to each guestion asked
him by the pencil P TeSyduis detmmmabif.s ~ *he men
were unl oading the r : he men
attempted to force his horse to cross the tre
in front of a hissing engine. The animal shie
and refused to cross. The man lost his tem
and viciously dug both spurs into the flanks
the frightened animal, which reared and st
refused. Gen. Brooke, who was watching t
proceeding, call ed

Sspurring and pet hi ted the
sentence with the promise of a severe dose
the guard house in case it was repeated. -
trooper, rather crestfallen, obeyed the orc
and coaxed the steed across the track in a-
mo ment s é Gen. Br ook hat his
headquarters be cal s, 0 in
honor of O6The Rock ¢ 0 Soon
the entire park cam s fACamp
Thomas. 0 General John Brooke.

AChi ckamauga Park i1 s at present the scen

history of America. Since the close of the Civil War the various regiments of the United
States army have been very much broken up, scattered transferred and moved about in
squadrons, troops, companies, and batteries, so that, now they are together once more,
there is a general handshaking and renewing of friendships. Men stationed at Fort Ethan
Allen, Vt. Are asking their former messates from Jefferson Barracks, Mo. about o w



things are getting along at old Jeff Barracl
the death of his brother, who belonged to another troop of the same regiment. This
regiment was divided fifteen years ago, one squadron going east, separating the two
brothers. The brother who stayed with the western squadron was killed in an encounter
with I ndians ten years ago, and his brother

AThe -peopedfete city are anxiously awaiting the coming from New York
of Col. Weston, who has been appointed chief
Weston is the official who looks after the feeding of the army, and if the troops now at
the park remain there for a period of two months, he will be obliged to purchase supplies
in very large quantities. The impression among the regimental quartermasters and
commissary men is that Col. Weston will purchase supplies in the east, but this matter is
very much of an uncertainty. One thing is certain, and that is that the number of
drummers in the city is no larger than usual, while on the every hand, every house in
Nashville has one to three drummers here looking for a chance to take advantage of the
railroad rate discrimination, and sell Nashville good in this city at lower prices than could
be made by local jobbers. Aside from this, it is safe to say that arrival army at the Park
has been the means of scattering several thousand dollars about the city every day. Every
man in town is willing to admit that Obusin
ago. 6 And some of the | arger dealers say th
goods stores have done a rushing business in flags. One order of Cuban flags, shipped
yesterday from New York to the B. D. Loveman Co., was sold yesterday afternoon before
arrival. The supply of Cuban flags does not begin to keep pace with the demand.

A Mr s . Anna Mol t z, a member of the Womandod
who served as a volunteer nurse during the Civil War, has volunteered her services as
nurse in case of war with Spain, and her services have been accepted. The members of
the relief corps have pledged themselves to assist Mrs. Moltz in this work. The corps
also voted to wear the badge of the order at all times during the trouble with Spain.
Engineer Betts office at the custom house is overrun daily with men of all sizes, ages, and
conditions who are anxious to enlist in the service. Letters to Fitzhugh Lee, Gen. Miles
and every other military personage from 00l c
continue to pour in daily. The people of the south have formed the idea that Chattanooga
is the chief military center of America, hence the foregoing.

AA | arge school picnic passed through t h
artillerymen which greeted the waging flags and handkerchiefs of the little folks were
continued by the troopers of the Sixth and Third Cavalry as they passed.

AThe | ocal colored baseball nine played
ob6clock at the bas €efiftharégimenpteamk Music wak furhidhed T we n't
bythe Twentyf i ft h i nfantry band. The game resul t e



Black soldiers playing baseball.

ADuring t he (hatanooga iméannouncécham Monday, April
25, ifithe citizens of Chattanooga have displ
military aspects at Chickamauga Par k, but i
enthusiasm. Everyone closed shop and store at the earliest possible hour Saturday night,

t ook a good ni ght o6s rest and r o-seeing. wi t h t
Chattanoogans gave themselves over to a day of solid enjoyment and viewing the

military attractions both in the city and at the park. They were glad Sunday had arrived;

many doubtless wished that the day could be prolonged for another fiwentyours,

and not one of them cared or thought of the morrow. That was another matter altogether,

which the enjoyment of the hour dispelled and drove from their minds.

AThe day was beauti ful i n more ways and
morning until late in the evening, Rossville pike presented a sight that far outranked the
description of the scene on Galata bridge (the highway of the Orient), Constantinople, by
F. Marion Crawford. It was a scene worthy of the pen of a great writer. Rossville road
was a sort of modern Via Appiana yesterday, on which all colors, casts, and conditions of
people traveled to and from the park, using various methods of locomotibnytu-
date and obsolete. Elegant landaus driven by colored coachmen in very correct attire and
filled with dignified elderly gentlemen and ladies flashed by at a brisk gait. An ox wagon
or two from O6down in Dade, 6 containing a
presidents and sethade men, wobbled along in a perfunctory way, as though in no hurry
to reach the point of destination. Nattily attired cyclists spun to and from the park,
threading their way in and out between the jam of vehicles. dtiegyman and his girl,
on a bicycle built for two; the newly married country couple, in a buggy of the same
species; tallyhos, full; business men and mechanics; family parties in large vehicles
similar to the kind just mentioned; Negroes on bicycles, in hacks, and open omnibuses;
people on foot, in farm wagons, on horse and mule back, and now and then a squadron of



United States cavalry or a battery of artillery, combined to make a very fine picture of
one of the avenues of civilization.

AnThe city crowds rushed back and fo
each successive arrival of troopsé Th
bet ween the hours of 3 o06clock a.m. an

o D —
o ~
o
O o
OO M

Battery F of the Fifth Artillery, arrived at 12:30 yesterday afternoon over the
Western and Atlantic road from Tybee Island, Ga., near Savannah. The battery
was commanded by Capt. H. J. Reil lyé

Seventh Infantry, the entire regiment o
morning from Fort Logan, Col., in two sections over the Memphis division of the

Southern railway. The Seventh infantry is commanded by Col. Daniel W.
Benhamé

f

L7
L4

Twenty-fourth infantry (Colored): The entire Twentyurth regiment of 508 men

arrived at the Central depot at noon yesterday from Fort Douglass, Utah, in three
sections over the Memphis division of the Southern road. They were placed on

the O6barracksé siding, where the men wer
and | eft at 5 o06cl odokrthinfantry is commapdad bl . The
Col . Jacob Ford Kentéo [In Salt Lake Cit
stationed, the people demonstrateeirtienthusiasm and admiration for the band



and men of the 24th Infantry as they lined the streets of the city to bid farewell as
the regiment was leaving for Chickamauga. Only two years earlier, the whites of
the city had vigorously protested the stationing of black troops at Fort Douglas.
Black soldiers had won the hearts of the people and, for the moment at least, the
people had rid themselves of racial prejudice.]

First Cavalry Troop: The Fort Reno squadron of the Flrst cavalry that arrlved late
Saturday afternoon 3
unloaded their horses anF'_f
wagons yesterday mornrng._>

and left for Chickamauga
par k at 2 o060 ;
crowd wrtnessed -.,, *'

park. As a genuine
curiosity the two army
omnibuses belonging tg
this squadron beat Buffalg
Bill 6s Deadw
to pieces. These venerab
relics of old frontier days
were used at Fort Reno t
carry mail and passenge
to and from the fort and the
nearest town.

Unloadrng Cavalry Horses

Tenth Cavalry (Colored): The first section, containing the baggage of the Fort
Assinni boine squadron of the Tenth caval
other sections were pulling in at the hour of going to press over the Nashville

road.
nGen. Brookeds army now at the Park numbe
6,241 officers and men wup to 5 o0b6clock | as

augment this number é

AThe t hr onTgmesbulletinsnvds nat & @t smaller yesterday than at any
time during the past week. The crowds were all the greater yesterday by the arrival of a
large number of people from Rome, Dalton, Ringgold, Cartersville, Tuscumbia, Decatur,
Huntsville, Birmingham, Sparta, Winchester, Murfreesboro, Harriman, Pikeville, Dayton,
Knoxville, Loudon, Athens, and Cleveland. There were several excursions during the
day from these points. There was some complaint over the fact that the Clgattanoo
Rome, and Southern road did not run trains to the park at intervals of an hour, but this
was hardly to be expected: This road is doing good work in handling the troop trains as



fast as they arrive, and to augment their passenger accommodations is at present out of
the question.

ALI eut . Col . Al bert Hartsuff, chief surg
arrived yesterday morning from Chicago, lll., accompanied by his wife and daughter.
Col. Hartsuff for the present is at the Read House, but will in all probability remove his
headquarters to the Park today. Col . Har t
Brookeds army is really the most i mportant
surgeon of an army has such a weight of responsibility on his shoulders as in the present
case of Col. Hartsuff. It is the scheme and policy not only of the war department, but the
government as well, to keep Gen. Brookeds ali
in the event they are called upon to invade Cuba soon (which is now quite probable) they
will be all the better prepared to withstand the effect of climate and yellow fever. With
this end in view, the war department has sent to the park as chief surgeon the oldest, best,
and most experienced army physician in the United States.

ACol . Hart suf f entered t he regul ar ar my

commissioned officer of the medical department, and has remained in the army ever since

and in continuous duty in every department of the army. He was on duty in New Orleans

during the cholera epidemic of 1866 and the yellow fever outbreak of 1867. He was
stationed for many years on the Pacific coast, and from 1870 to 1872 he was medical

director of the Department of Alaska, with residence at Sitka. He not only has a complete
knowledge of what soldiers must beware of in various climates and localities, but has a

very extensive army acquaintance, and knows every officer in the army. Col. Hartsuff

was seen yesterday byranesreporter, to whom he accorded the following interview:

A6My duties as medi cal director o f Gen.

conditions of the camps, camp locations, and the food and medical supplies; to see that

the camp life of the soldier is a correct one; and, in short, to keep the entire army in such

a condition that every man will be able to respond to the order sending them to the front

with a clear head, a strong stomach, and a spring step. In other words, to keep them in

such perfect health that they will be able to stand any climate and at the same time be
available for any purpose. To the soldier sickness is a certain measure and sense much
more to be dreaded than war, and the great end and aim of the medical department will be

to prevent more deaths from occurring from sickness than from the vicissitudes of armed

strife, and keep every soldier in excellent health.

Al have not been to the park yet, but whe
ascertain the number of commands, how many physicians there are with each, the quality
and quantity of their medical supplies, etc.

in medical supplies, stewards, hospital corps, physicians, etc. and | will order forthwith
everything that | find lacking in this line and have it sent to the park with the utmost

di spatch. I't i s the i ntentmyommperfecftrimtdne ar my
each regiment will be supplied with its full quota of physicians and medical supplies. It

will be my duty to fit them for a campaign. There will be regimental hospitals
established, and if necessary a division hospital. Supplies will be furnished from New



York and St. Louis, the two great depots for medical stores. Every medical officer in the

park will report to me, so that | will know the exact sanitary conditions and situation of

the army. It will also be my duty to indoctrinate and teach each soldier how to take care

of himself and what the sanitary necessities

On other matters, recruiting for the mil
of ficers of Gen. Brookeds army now stationec
at any and all times and whenever a good man presents himself. Those wishing to join
the army can do so by applying to the colonels, majors, and captains at the Park. It is
Gen. Brookeds intention to fildl up each batt
cavalry and infantry regiments. It is likely that a recruiting office will soon be located in
this city, but recruiting is on right now and the patriotic need not stand back on
ceremony. O

The editor of theTimesfelt compelled to write an editorial concerning the
di sorderly conduct of colored soldiers in
unfortunate and disgraceful performance of some Negro soldiers in this city Saturday
night, it should be remembered that but a mere squad of the men were engaged in the
ruction. We ought not allow the bad conduct of a few men to give character to a large
battalion or brigade.

AThese me n have been on the frontier fo
civilization excites them, and their life is not one that tends to refine and elevate human
nature. The army is not the place to find softness or the virtues that characterize the best
elements of civil society.

AThe ar my ioganiaed foratleehpurpose of violence, killing. The
passion for violence is disciplined into the men who compose the army. They are taught
to disregard lifed the value of life, we mead their own lives are held as cheap as the
lives of others. We cannot expect to find the refinements of humanity in them so trained
for years. If we do, we will be disappointed.

ABut because they are fighting machines ¢
on the country it is their duty to defend; and they do in a measure, turn on their country
when they assalil its citizens, and attempt to run roughshod over its peace officers. That
sort of thing ought not and will not be tolerated by officers in command.

AOf this the public may be assured for t|
are as much mortified and shocked over the conduct of their disorderly troopers as the
citizens of the community as the citizens of the community in which such outrages occur.



AWe do not believe that t he Negro comma
character and  ruffianly
disposition. A few of them
are, as an officer of the Nintt 388
cavalry said of that regiment S8&™ ,
6tough cases@
will not be unjust enough tc
condemn several thousan
because a mere fraction |
tough. The task of an office
commanding colored troop:
is a difficult one, especiall
when the men are quartere
in the midst of temptations
and we sympathize withesss
those officers. They cannoj
be too diligent and vigorous
in their discipline; and, do
what they may, they will bea
an unequal share of blam
that attaches to disorder o Sy ‘ : X
created by sol di er s. 0 Thed"Cavalry Regiment.

The little community of Lytle, located around the Battlefield Station, was
expanding beyond its capacity. Thaenesr ef erred t o the situation
haml et not made for business. AnWor k began a-
the passenger train from Chattanooga pulled in late with standing room only. Shortly
thereafter came the sable troopers of the Tenth cavalry. They left the cars, laid their
carbines and sabers in a long row by the side of the track and devoted themselves to
unloading their horses and baggage, a work of several hours. They then went to work on
the campground selected for them.

AThe Eighth Infantry was in bivouac bet we
shot away. About noon the O6assemblyd was
strung their knapsacks and marched over to their permanent camping ground. While
they were in the transition stage, two trains bearing the Seventh Infantry came by, the
boys in the cars waving small flags from the windows. The new comers gladly filed out
of the cars which had held them for many days, and after a halt of an hour or more by the
side of the pike, moved over to a position near the Eighth. A dense crowd of people of all
sorts and conditions, mostly soldiers of different arms of the service thronged the one
street and adjacent roads and scores of them read with interest the bulletins in front of the
Timestent. Vehicles of all kinds from the natty drag to the transfer wagons seated with
chairs filed past in almost unending column and wheelmen were equally in evidence.

AThe rush to catch the evening train to
who had seats could congratul ate themsel ves.



In Washington, the U.S. Congress passed the following bill, that was almost
immediately afterward signed by the president:

AA Bill Declaring that War Existing Betw
the Kingdom of Spain. Be it hereby enacted, first, that war be and the same is hereby
declared to exist and war has existed since tiedag of April A. D. 1898, including
said day, between the United States of America and the Kingdom of Spain. Second, that
the President of the United States be and he hereby is directed and empowered to use the
entire land and naval forces of the United States and to call into actual service of the
United States the militia of the several states to such extent as may be necessary to carry
this act into effect.o

On April 26, theChattanooga Timebr ought out a speci al i E X
the afternoon to cover all the latest information from Washington on the declaration of
war . AThe sensTantesrermpoocft erhevrddaye, O Timeas t he a
extra on the evening train. A quartette of fleet running and-tondued newsboys
quickly sold the papers which contained the welcome news that war had been declared by
congress. Of course Uncle Sambébs boys know
their health, but it is a consolation to know that the issue has been squarely stated and all
the formalities are done. Meanwhile, although the yare vastly pleased with their present

situation, they are waiting for marching or

intensely pleased with the camp ground and express themselves in very complementary

terms as regards the climate and topographic
AYesterday was a qui et day, comparativel

were not many arrivals of troops, and those that did arrive came in at hours when the
streets were practically deserted. But aside from this fact the city was as lively and busy

as ever. Thd&imesbulletins drew large crowds, and travel to and from the park was

large. A great many officers, more in fact than since the first arrival of troops, came up

from the park and spent the day in the city seeing the sights and exploring the various
guarters of the historic burg, while the National Guardsmen were to be found on every
hand in al/l the glory of new uniforms and
deposited in the local banks from $2,000 to $100 each, which they draw on from time to

time. Also, bankers state that the regular deposits of merchants (cash taken in during the

day for goods) shows a very high increase during the past few days, and is likely to
continue as |l ong as the army remains at the

ACol . Lee was very busy alll day yesterd
Yesterday he sent out more proposals and he expects to hear from them today. The thirty
mules were purchased yesterday from stockmen here, in north Georgia and middle
Tennessee. It is quite likely that Col. Lee will purchase a number of army wagons
sometime during next week...

AAt Lytl e, [t here was] a busy day for eve
the morning the Twentfourth infantry loaded their baggage and marched off to their



permanent camp south of McDonald field. Shortly afterwards, the missing battalion of
the Tenth Cavalry came in, and for hours worked like Trojans unloading their horses,
equipment, and stores. The band, mounted on white horses, went off alone, looking like

a small squadron of | ight horseé One of 't hi
at work loading it. A hurry up call brought an ambulance in charge of a squad of Red
Cross men who took him to the regimental hos

A busy day at Lytle.

One of the soldiers at the Park saw the editorial inCthattanooga Timeabout
disorderly solders. He wrote the following response, and it was published by the paper
on Apr il Tideis in redeiptloethe following, written by one of the regular
soldiers in camp at Chickamauga:

Camp Thomas, Chickamauga Park, Ga.
April 25,0 Ed. Times

We have read with feelings of gratitude
this morningbs edition of the Ti mes. |t
in defense of their own acts toward civilians. We leave that to the officers,

generally. But the good sense, moderation, and broad mindedness displayed in

your editorial demands some recognition from us. It too often happens that

civilians, seeing a few disorderly soldiers on the streets imagine that all soldiers

are alike in this respecfThey condemn the whole for the acts of a small fraction.

It is very seldom that a newspaper takes the trouble to write editorially to the

extent you have done. Your ideas are just those that should be held by all



citizens. We hope they will be adopted by the citizens of Chattanooga as they
have by its leading paper. | am sure | am voicing the sentiment of the entire
command when | offer our sincere and heartfelt thanks for your timely editorial.
OEnl i sted Man. 60

Under the headline @ATRAGEhBtanooda TIMEHE PARK
reported on the death of a member of the Twéntyf t h I nf antry Regi me]
Funderbach, a young man conducting a soda water stand at the Chickamauga camps, near
Battlefield Station, shot and mortally wounded David Madden, a member of Company C,
Twentyfifth infantry, while he and a number of colored soldiers were trying to break into
his tent. A few days ago, Walter Funderbach, a young man from Rome, Ga., established
his stand at a tent in the Park, and his red soda and sarsaparilla was very popular with the
colored troops at once. Early Sunday evening a squad of soldiers made a raid on his tent.

Young Funderback scared them off, but later in the night, a number of tregpeared,

and were in the act of effecting an entrance, when they were discovered. Quickly
securing his pistol, Funderback opened fire on the intruders, and a general fusillade
followed. The soldiers returned shot after shot, riddling the tent with bullets. During the

fire, after emptying his pistol, young Funderback fired upon the men with a shotgun, after

which the soldiers retreated. Madden was found lying on the ground, groaning and
apparently in agony. He was removed to his surgeon and found to be mortally wounded.

Two other associates were seriously shot. F

ALocal e X ci t e me-AmericanWMar assurhed a r8quearegules and
systematic t uChattanoegaTimestiayed oOheApril 27, it
since the beginning of the war. The crowds that met each successive arrival of troops
were not near so large as the throngs that gathered to witness the coming of the first
troops for Chickamauga, and seemed to be composed mostly with people who had
business with the new arrivals, relatives and friends of the soldiers, army officers,
railroad men, transportation agents, hotel runners, draymen, reporters, newsboys, etc.

AThe crowd around the Times bulletins was
excitement over the announcement of the capture of three large and valuable prizes by the
American warships was very great indeed. The Chickamauga hegira appears to be
increasing in volume, and Rossville road was livelier than ever yesterday. Local trade
seems to be on the increase generally, and no cry of hard times is heard from anyone. |t
is safe to say that there are very few idle men in the city now. The arrival of Gen.
Brookebdbs army has directly and indirectly g
noting of the fact that it has also opened
goods and product sé

AThe scene at the military camp at Chi ck:
and beauty. Here, there, and everywhere groups of officers as well as men of the line, all
eagerly discussing the possibility of the rumored early invasion of Cuba. Now and then a
handsome horseman, traveling at full speed, would dash by. During the greater part of
the day the sun was shining brightly. The air was cooled by the early morning rains and
the atmosphere was balmy. These were the conditions at Chickamauga yesterday.



nGen. Brooke and staff were up and about
first to |l eave his <cot. He worked hard the
rest , and each me mber of t he staff arose W

Immediately after breakfast, Gen. Brooke, accompanied by Lieut. McKenna and others of
his staff, made a complete round of the camp. By this time the cavalrymen were at work
grooming their horses and taking them to and from the watering places. Now and then,
one of the animals would become
unruly, break away, and a lively chag
would follow. Gen. Brooke is a
excellent horseman, and he gave thg
present yesterday an exhibition th
they enjoyed. The general wa
passing down the government road
front of the Tenth Cavalry Camy
during the early hours. Severe
cavalrymen came dashing down t
road at breakneck speed. One of t
horses had broken away, and t ;
manner in which Gen. Brooke reare - TNy
his gallant mount to one side to heg A’ d
off the runaway opened the eyes of t
bystanders and elicited applause fro
those who witnessed it. After thi
round of the camps, Gen. Brook
returned to Camp Thomas where wor
commenced i n ear nes Cdbonel Sheridan and General Brooke

AFor the most part the infantrymen stood
making paths, sometimes in rook gravel streets, the camps all being on the level with
no drainage, the soft soil absorbing water, which two days of dry weather will make
springy and elastic. The band of the Eighth gave a concert in the colonels parade, and the
Twenty-fifth had a crowd of colored visitors. The Twetfburth were had at it getting
their quarters in presentable shape. About
band, the beautiful stars and stripes and national colors flying in the breeze, their fine
band playing a stirring tune, turned their faces to the little hill in their front, across the
boulevard, just north of Lytle, and started to camp. They carried their belongings rolled
in blankets with shelter tents outside, and went off with a swinging step. They were
headed for the Kelly field where they will quarter near the Twémtyth Infantry with
whom they are brigaded?é¢ Just after they st
Second didnot mind a Ilittle thing |ike tha
cherish very tenderly. The Twenrfijth were to have a battalion drill in the new bugle
telegraph code devised by Col. Burt. The colors of the seventh were kissing the breeze in
front of the commanding officerds quarters.
wreath of smoke above the canvas roof and the interior was cozy and comfortable in
strong contrast to the severe wintry air outside.



AWhat wil |l go down in history as the

First Corps of the Cuban Army of Invasion was issued yesterday from corps
headquarters. It is in terms as follows:

nJ .
victim

Camp Geo. H. Thomas
Chickamauga Park, Ga.
April 20, 1898

General Field Order No. 7
The infantry of the command is organized as follows:

Infantry Division, Col. James J. Van Horn, Eighth Infantry, Commanding
First Brigade

Seventh Infantry Col. Benham.

Eighth Infantry Col. Van Horn.

Twelfth Infantryd Col. Andrews.

Twentyfifth Infantryd Col. Burt.
Second Brigade

Second Infantr§ Col. Bates

Twenty-fourth Infantryd Col. Kent.

And such other Infantry as may arrive hereafter.

By command of Maj. Gen. Brooke,
M. A. Sheridan, Assistant Adjutant General

B. Thedford, 54 years of age, and

of a brutal assault at the camps

he was badly treated by the colored soldiers of the TwidtityIinfantry. The old

gentleman was about the tent of Col. Burt early in the evening, listening to the band. As
he left the camp, he offered someone a drink of whiskey; it is alleged, and instead of
returning the bottle the soldier passed it around until they had drunk every drop. This
angered the old man, and some words followed. Finally, he mounted his mule and left

the camp. While passing out of the park, he was attacked by a gang of colored soldiers,
jerked from his horse and beat on the head. Several of his teeth were knocked out. He

fi

a
Mo n

was taken to Bagwell 6s store and remained
addition to being assaulted, he had been robbed of some $30.

r

AThe Spanish American War and Gen. Br ooke
routine of events, 0 was the opinion of
are paying attention to only such features
business conditions are excellent and prices high, and rarely at any time since its

foundi

ng has Chattanooga been in a more

t he

pros



AWednesday was another of those beauti fu
folks were there in numbers. As the visitors passed the various commands, they waved
handkerchiefs and banners of some sort, either American or Cuban. They invariably
received response form a score or more of soldiers. At an early hour yesterday morning
everything was a bustle at the great camp. Gen. Brooke and his staff made their usual
rounds of the camp, returning to their tents about 10:30. During all this time the troopers
were at work grooming their wellept horses, while the infantry and artillery were
polishing up their guns.

AThe headquarters, Camp Thomas, was rath
About 3 006clock unusual activity was not i c
hurriedly, while orderlies were hustling about in all directions. It soon became known
that arrangements were being consummated to rush a detachment of artillerymen, with
twelve cannon and a number of caissons to Tampa [Florida]. The entire camp was
immediately thrown into feverish excitement. The soldiers gathered in little squads, and
again their discussions were renewedé Al mos
man in camp was discussing the possibility o

The Chattanooga Timegrovided the men at Chickamaugih war news from the
other side of the world. The April 28 issue described how the Asiatic fleet, under Rear
Admiral George Dewey was nearing the Philippine Islands to bring the war to Spain in
that area.

AOrders were received | ast G@Ghattatooga f rom t |
Timesannounced on April 29, A f o r-fouaH Ihfanttyat t er i e
and the Tenth Cavalry to proceed at once (today if possible) to Tampa. The language of
the order created the greatest possible excitement at the Park, and while nothing was
officially given out as to the meaning of the order, it is generally believed by officers and
men that this movement indicates an early movement on the part of the government for
the invasion of Cubaé

AOne of the things most noted here as a ¢
at the park, has been the great interest in war aroused among all classes of people.
Mechanics and operatives of the South Chattanooga foundries and factories spend the
noon hour reading th&mesextra and discussing the war. Country people are flocking
to town to hear the latest, and even the younger generation has taken up the craze.
Yesterday at noon a great concourse of children gathered on east Eighth street and
McCallie Avenue, carrying flags and broom sticks, and marching four abreast to the
commands of several dozen future Napoleons. At an earlier hour, another crowd of
children, on their way to school, met a cavalry officer on Georgia Avenue. They quickly
surrounded him, blocking his progress, and after giving three rousing cheers, somewhat
t o t he of ficerods embarrassment, di sappeare
demonstrating a keen interest in the Spanish American War. They compose a large
portion of the throng around the Times bulletins, which they never pass by without
stopping and readingé



ACrowds visited Chickamauga yesterday.
but late in the afternoon black clouds hovered over the camp, and toward evening a light
rain fell, settling the dust on the roads over which hundreds of spanking horses had
passed during the day. The recent heavy rains soaked the ground at Chickamauga, but it
was not long before it was well dried out, and dust was passing through the air. With the
soldiers another day of feverish excitement had passed. Rumor after rumor passed from
camp to camp until intense excitement prevailed. When a rider stopped at any camp he
woul d be saluted with: OWel |l , friend, what
characteré

Aln the evening an order promul gated by
Gen. Brooke, to enlist every adt®died man and fill up the regiments to full war
strength. This order carried with it the meaning that seven regiments of infantry were to
be recruited to 1,200 men each, while the present strength is between 500 and 600.
Recruiting stations are to be established at Chickamauga Park, and all able bodied men
under the age of 35 years, who want to join the army are to be enlisted. The vast army at
the Park will soon be filled to war strength.

AChattanooga sett | €lhttadoogaTimeseportddwrsthen e s s, 0
last day of April, after nearly three weeks of excitement and furor over the war news and
arrival of troops. Things have once more dropped back in the old groove, and yesterday
looked more like Chattanooga before the war and arrival of troops than it has anytime
since. There were no arrivals of soldiers, and the batteries of artillery that left
Chickamauga Park for Tampa, Fla., in five sections did not enter the city, but transferred
from the Chattanooga, Rome and Southern road at the target near the National Cemetery
and passed on around the edge of the cityoate south. Large numbers of country
people were in Chattanooga yesterday, and the Times bulletins were not neglected, but
the excitement had died out, and given place to keen interest in all business features of
the war é

Al ot i's generally believed that at | east
regiments] will be mobilized at Chickamauga, but no information as to numbers has been
secured. Late last evening a representative ofTtihreescalled on Gen. Brooke at his
headquarters and asked him whether he had been officially notified as to the
concentration of the volunteer troops. He said he had heard nothing official from the war
department, all he knew about the concentration of troops here, he had read in the
newspaper. During the last week Engineer Betts has had two forces of men at work
drilling wells. At least forty new wells have been sunk since the mobilization of troops
was commenced.

AThe first brigade is in a & taTwentyti on st e
fourth, a colored regiment) is under orders to leave for Tampa, Fla., as soon as
transportation can be provided. The Sixteenth came in after its long journey, and the
Firstis thoughttobeenout e t o the camp of the First Cor



AfAs stated a-fowth leafantryhisenowl wvdemotdgrs to report to Port
Tampa for active service, and will break camp and leave just as soon as transportation
can be provided, which will be this morning. Early yesterday morning Gen. Brooke
directed Adj. Gen. Shields to send an order to the Twknith directing that body to
move at once to Tampa. It was soon learned that it would be impossible for the regiment
to get to Tampa during the day, and on this account, all compames were put to drilling as
usual. Col. Kent stated that h —
wishes to put the regiment
nearly on a war footing a
possible; it has now 28 officer
and 480 men. This regiment h
recruited a few men, not over
dozen. If it had been permittec. <<
to remain here longer, there is ng
doubt, the officers say, that

this section
This regiment has been throughf= =
number of Indian battles all ove
the west, and the men are know :
as fighters. Maj. Ben Brown, ol %%
the regiment, was shot twice o =
day while out with a squad or =
twelve men to capture outlaw:
who had robbed the paymaster
the army. In this conflict eight"
of the twelve men were shot
The men are all ready an
anxious to go to the front.

A woman offering a change in diet at Camp Thomas.

AThe Ninth Cavalry, whi ch has been o
regi ment , which has been recruited to it
regiment will get out before some late hour this morning. There are about 650 enlisted
men in this regiment. Late yesterday afternoon the officers of the Ninth called on Gen.
Brooke in a body. Last night the men began to break camp, packing everything to be in
readiness to |l eave this morning. They wi l |

AfThe average army officer at the park p
colored regiment in the park will have been loaded on trains and sent to the south to join
the invading army. The Tenth Cavalry, under command of Col. Guy V. Henry, and Col.
Bur t 6 s -fiffh wnéantry, yoboth colored, expect to be called soon. The men were
somewhat disappointed at having failed to receive a call along with the other regiments.



Chapter Il: MAY

AExpectancy i1 s the word to Clmttancdgat er i z e
Timesstated on May 1, 189&very regiment here in camp is sleeping on its arms, as it
were, awaiting orders to move south. The Ninth Cavalry and the Tv@mnth Infantry
yesterday went under orders to Tampa, the TwéftyyInfantry and the Tenth Cavalry,
both colored, are packing up to leave, and it was currently reported last night that the
Fifth and Sixth Cavalry had received orders
Times left the Chickamauga Park late Friday evening, it was expected that the Ninth
cavalry would soon leave for Tamps. The cavalry did not break camp until about 4
o6clock yesterday morning. The men marched
Southern railway to the Port. The procession was a long one, rounded up by baggage and
hospital wagons.

AThe TFoudmirfaptry did not get off as soon as expected, and did not leave
unt il after 1 o6clock yesterday afternoon.
in the morning, but was not vigorously prosecuted until about the noon hour, when the
men commenced the task in earnest. They were not long in packing up the tents and
other baggage. When the regiment was ready to march, Col. Kent and his adjutant took a
position in front, riding a pair of spanking horses. The regimental band followed, and as
the troops marched through the park to th
Georgia, 0 cheer after cheer went up from t
witness the spectacle. Hundreds of people withessed the march and followed the
procession over the hot and dusty roads. This regiment is composed of colored men,
about 500 in number, who have done duty in the Indian wars in the west. In all about
1,500 men have gone south, leaving in the neighborhood of 7,000 men encamped at
Chickamaugaé

e
h

ADuring the past sever al days sever al s e
and are watching about in various portions of it. They are here, it is understood, to keep a
lookout for Spanish spies who might wander in this direction. There are no fears of spies

in the camp, but this move is only taken, it
AThe old song, a favorite at West Point c
its refrain, Apromotionds very slow. o I n a

every rule has its exception, and a time of war makes rapid changes among
commissioned officers, as will be shown by the following orders:

ACapt . K. M. Hardin has been given unlin
New York to accept the colonelcy of a regiment of New York volunteers. Capt. Hardin
entered the academy at West Point tweight years ago; was made second lieutenant
Seventh Infantry, June 17, 1874, first lieutenant May 4,1881, captain July 5, 1984. He
has been detailed, at time, for duty with the New York National Guard, hence the notable
recognition of his ability by the state authorities.



AFi rst Lieut. A {fifth énfantry, Bas beErr goventthe colbneleyn t y
of a regiment of South Dakota volunteers, and will leave to assume the command. He is
a graduate of the infantry and cavalry school, 1887, was an enlisted man in the Eleventh
Infantry from September 1881 to August 1884. He was made second lieutenant-Twenty
fifth infantry August 1884; first lieutenant Seventh infantry, July 10, 1881, transferred to
the Twentyfifty infantry July 20, 1891.

AFi rst Lieut. C. C. Bail ou, Twel fth 1 nfar
at the camp of volunteers rendezvous. He will probably be given a field office in one of
the new regiments. He has seen twdntyve years service, begi nn

1882; he made second lieutenant in the Sixteenth Infantry July 1, 1890; first lieutenant
Twelfth Infantry, April 28, 1893.

AAs yesterday was the | ast day of an evel
bi-monthly muster for pay occurred in due form. This is one duty a soldier never misses,
and the occasion was in its way a notable one, marked by due form and ceremony. Each
regiment in the command was paraded in heavy marching order and reviewed by its
command officer, the band at the head of the column. Then each command came into
columns of companies and the roll o f each
pronounced, he answered O6Hered and came fron
stood at attention. The enlisted men has already signed the pay roll, and it is assumed
that they paymaster will soon make a very welcome call with money, next week, perhaps.
There are, say, sixtipyvo men in each company, and allowing for the difference in rank
and emoluments the amount received will be about $1,700, aside from that due the
officers, perhaps $400 more. Seen from the hill in back of the Second Brigade, the

movements were typical of the pomp and circu
AHenry Bryant, a soldier of troop C, Fir

late Friday afternoon. One of the soldiers, by accident, let a pistol fall, which caused it to

di scharge. The ball entered the muscle of |

the outside of his ribs, making its exit at the nipple. He was immediately taken to the

hospital and his wound dressed. As it is, the wound that might have proven fatal had the
ball gone under the ribs, is not serious, and Bryant will soon be up and attending to his
duties. o

ADespite extremely warm we aCHatamopga st at ed
Timesiand di sagreeably dusty thoroughfares hur
yesterday, and hundreds more went by rail. Thousands of people visited the great
military rendezvous, many of them seeing a real army in camp for the first time. Every
railroad leading into Chattanooga ran excursions to the city, and by this means hundreds
came from towns within a radius of 200 miles. A consistent stream of conveyances
poured through the park from early morning until late in the evening, and high born lady
vied with simple rusticity in admiring the flower of the United States army, now
encamped at Chickamauga.



AfiPeople came in crowds in cars, in vehicl
and on foot. All day they drifted along the boulevards in shoals north, south, east, and
west, and the groves were full of lunchers and resters. It was a picnic of the first
magnitude. There was, of course, much to see in the camps of the five regiments of
cavalry, and as many of infantry, but there was nothing doing in the martial way. Before
the time of President Hayes, inspection and dress parade was held by each regiment in the
army on Sunday, but all that is changed now, Saturday is by comparison a busy day, and
Sunday, almost literally is a day of rest, save for the guards, cooks, and teamsters. The
men like itd soldiers always could and always will enjoy the condition that enjoys a
relief from anything that savors of toil, a
6Loaf, and invite thy soul . o
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The men admired the girls who visited the Park on bicycles.

ifAt Gen. Brookebs headquarters everything
hour yesterday evening, no further orders for the removal of troops had been received,
although it is confidently believed by officers and men that most of the infantry will be
ordered to Tampa, or some extreme coast point this week, hence everything about the

camps is on the qui vive and ready to breal
evening the fine band of the Third Cavalry came over in a couple of army wagons and

began a concert which | asted an hour or mor
Adair, 6 the number most heartily applauded

secondéo

Most of the men in the camps were aware that the latest news of the war
concerned significant naval matters. In the Philippines, Dewey had defeated the Spanish



Pacific Squadron at the Battle of Manila Bay. Closer to home, U. S. Lieutenant A. S.
Rowan arrived at Bayamo to coordinate Cuhtshforces.

AUnder the new | aw, j ust made by congres
time of war than they have been paid in times of peace. Instead of getting $13 per month
the privates will be paid $15.00 per month, and the pay of the other ranks has been
increased. The increase was just about 20 per cent of the old pay.-sEhety dollars
per month is the estimated amount that the government will pay out for each private.
This includes the cost of food, lodging, clothing, medical attention, and pay. The enlisted
strength and scale of pay for the different grades in infantry and light battery follows:

Company of Infantry Monthly pay
One First Sergeant $50.00
One Quartermaster Sergeant 21.00
Four Sergeants (each) 21.00
Twelve Corporals (each) 18.00
Two Musicians (each) 15.00
One Artificer 15.00
One Waggoner 15.00
Fifty-five to Fifty-nine Privates (each) 15.00

Light Artillery

One First Sergeant $50.00
One Quartermaster Sergeant 21.00
One Veterinary Sergeant 21.00
Six Sergeants (each) 21.00
Fifteen Corporals (each) 18.00
Two Farriers (each) 15.00
Two Artificers (each) 15.00
Two Musicians (each) 15.00
OneSaddler 15.00
One Waggoner 15.00
Fifty-five to Fifty-nine Privates (each) 15.00
AThese men are supplied with uniforms and

shirts, drawers, undershirts, stockings, shoes, hats, caps, blankets, etc., and are
well fed. When all this is considered the scale of pay amounts to much more than
it first seems. o

On May 3 theChattanooga Timeeported a slow day at the park.| t was an
i deal day at Chickamauga yesterday to the n:
the soldiers who he just come from a cold climate in the west, complained of the heat, but
one of the surgeons of the Division stated to the Times that this kind of weather at this
time would be of great benefit to the troops, accustoming them to the change so that by



the time they are ordered further south, they will be in a measure acclimated. There was
comparative quiet at the various camps, although the crowds of visitors were almost as
great as any day of the week. The routine drills began in earnest, and the men are
beginning to feel that something more is to be expected of them than dress than dress
par adeé

.

Officers relaxing around the campfire at Camp Thomas.

ANo orders of any kind affecting the mc
headquarters, and there is a general belief about the naval engagement in the Philippines,
in which Admiral Dewey won such a signal victory, that it will be several weeks before a
gener al movement i s made, if in fact it 1 s n

On May 4, theChattanooga Timesiad more welcome news. A front page
headline procl ai med: AVOLUNTEERS ARE COMI N
Points of Concentration. o



AAdvices received | ate yesterday afterno«
the effect that a great part of the volunteer army would be mobilized at the Chickamauga
Park for instruction and general maneuvering. This was expected, and for the past few
days, the park officials have been engaged in work making preparations for the reception
of a large army. Many wells have been sunk, while every available spring has been
cleaned out. The officers have no fear of the water supply. Gen. Brooke, as well as Col.
Sheridan, and others, have contended all along that the park is sufficiently large enough

to accommodate over 100,000 troops i f necesseé
arrived at the park, and it is evident that the war department is rapidly making
preparations to send a | arge body of sol dier

News was received from Washington that some of the Colonels in the park
commanding regiments would be promoted to the rank of Brigadier General to command
the volunteer state units that were coming. One of these was Colonel Burt from the

Twentyf i ft h I nfantry Regi ment . The news qui ck
sever al camps Monday night, o0 the Times repor
regul ar ar my, wher e, after 6taps, 6 silence

several of the colonels who were to have yester been made brigadiers, of the good fortune

in store for them. The news rapidly got out, as did the regimental bands, and harmony

and enthusiasm filled the air. The cheerful racket was kept up till midnight, shared in by

officers of all grades, and for that matter, by enlisted men, who were proud that their
commanding officers had been promoted to wear a star instead of the eagle and given real
rank in accordance with the posts they had ©b

All across the country, men were rushing to join the volunteer state units.

Hundreds of miles north of Chattanooga, in Cleveland, Ohio, a young man named Joseph

Beiler enlisted in Troop B, of the'Dhio Volunteer Cavalry. On Thursday May 5, 1898,

he bought a small notebook and determined that he would keep a diary of his military
experiences. His first entry, for May 5, r
today at 10 o6clock for Columbus arrived at
o6clock had to drill 4 mi : Bushne
our tents before we could turn in for the night had
supper and only a sandwich for dinner it rained very n
all day. o

The next day,Friday 6, Joseph Beiler,5'10hio
Cavalry, wr ot e: Ahad j uM
potatoe for breakfast fixed our tents up put floors in fill:
our mattress with straw went over to the head quarters v
examined had a piece of bread piece of bacon & cuy , 3
coffee at four ob6clock after we came back w
dinner & supper it rained halsehBailbrl day. 0

-]

ATher e | s Ghattadoogabimesepbhéeer wrote on May
large portion of the volunteer army will be mobilized at Chickamauga for the purpose of
organization. It was learned yesterday from a reliable source that the war department is



making preparations to send the troops here soon. As Associated Press dispatch to the
Times from Chicago last night stated that a large consignment of rations would be
shipped in immediately from Chicago to this city. Over four trainloads of food will be
sent here, and it is impossible for the 6,000 men now encamped at Chickamauga to use
all this. The dispatch from Chicago follows:

AChi cagod ThdaggverrBnent has ordered 2,000,000 rations now in
Chicago to be sent at once to Chattanooga. This will amount to about four
trainloads of bacon, hard bread, sugar, coffee, beans, salt, pepper, and vinegar, the
component parts of the soldiersd bill of

Maj. Smith and his men were busy today receiving the immense quantities of food
that were called for suddenly by a telegram received from Washington. The bacon
amounts to twentgeven carsd 900,000 pounds. This will go via three different
railroads in order to minimize delay. Each of the items of principal food in the list of
ration constituents will be shipped in quantities represented by six figures. The total
weight of the 2,000,000 rations wil/|l be 1,50

M\'f . -" Lv\f.:ﬁ'{»« ¥ t 3 SRR
The men of Company A, 18 Infantry Reglment eatlng in the f|e




AALl I state troops are being mustered in
organization into regiments shall have been completed. After this organization has been
perfected, it is thought the majority of the will be concentrated at this point for general
maneuvering and drill. Official information as to the mobilization of the volunteers is
expected to reach here today.

At the state camping ground in Ohio, one member of the Volunteer army, Joseph
Beiler, #Ohi o Cavalry, wrote in his diary on Sat:
today than yesterday it rained all day the mud is ankle deep | was digging ditches all
forenoon had no more to eat than we had yest

In the Chattanooga area, the main story for May 7, was the description of the
departure of the 5Infantry Regimen® t he first unit to arrive a
Twentyfifth Infantry is nowear out e t o T aTrpear,e pFolrat.e,ro wrhoet e, f
in all probability the ultimate destination is the Dry Tortugas.

AAt an early hour yesterday morning the v
and long before the noon hour arrived, everything had been packed and hauled to
Battlefield Station. A few days ago President Wilburn, of the Chattanooga, Rome and
Southern, and Agent Peebles of the Chattanooga, Nashville, and St. Louis railway, had a
large loading platform erected at the station, which proved a great convenience.
Immediately after the baggage was loaded and hauled to Battlefield Station, it was placed
on board a freight train. At 1:30 the train of baggage left for Tampa via Chattanooga.

AThe baggage train had just pull ed out f
men started on the mile march from their old camp to Battlefield Station, formed in fours.
Col. Burt led, riding his magnificent steed, followed by the regimental band, which
discoursed popular airs. The soldiers followed. The procession was of some length, and
the men were heartily cheered as they tramped on to the railroad station. A train of
tourist sleepers was awaiting them, and they went immediately aboard. The trail left
Chi ckamauga for Chattanooga about 3:30 o006cl c
left the little depot wild cheers rent the air. To a representative ofithes Col. Burt
said all that bothered him was the fact that he had not received orders to go directly to
Cuba with his command. He stated further that every man in his regiment was anxious
to go immediately to the front.

AUpon t he arrival of t he train at Ch at
congregated in the Western and Atlantic railway yards. Among the number were many
women who were muchly interested in the soldiers. Amid cheers from the Chattanooga
Negroes, the trail pulled out for Tampa.

ASect. Al ger aCGHhhttathega TimeBlepbes i edt be May 8,
some time today considering the question of the assignment of thegeagnals to the
several army corps that the regular army and volunteer branches of the army or to be
divided. Some of these, it is said, have been finally determined upon, but the selections
made are withheld for the present. o There \



General Wheeler or one of the other former Confederate generals coming to
Chickamauga.
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Company A, 7" Infantry Regiment on parade.

On the same day, Joseph Beiler, of tieChio Cavalry, wrote in his diary:
AWhen | got wup this morning the sun was shi
sides of the tents dried the blankets made a bench to sit on & a cubboard to put our dishes
in & cleared up our tents we had a better dinner today | had a fill for the first time in
camp this afternoon we played cards the ground is drying of fast a nice brisk is blowing
& the sun is shining brightly & Iife is wort

The Chattanooga Timebad a dramatic announcement to make on Monday, May
9. AFi fty thousand sol diers of the United



Chickamauga park. The notification came yesterday to Gen. Brooke from Secretary [of
war] Alger, and the news was quickly spread through the camp and into the city. These
volunteers are to be brought here to be organized into corps, divisions, brigades, and
regiments, preparatory to doing duty for their country in case they are needed in the war
with Spain. This vast volunteer army is made up of the flower of young American
citizens, the pick of the National Guard from every state in the Union, who have
determined to fight until Cuba is free and the Maine is avenged.

AAl ready orders have been sent from Sec
Massachusetts, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Indiana, and other states to dispatch their
volunteer regiments to Chickamauga Park at once, and before the end of the week, the
regular army now in camp at the Park will have been supplemented by many thousand
soldiers from the various states.

Al't has been officially announced that t1l
in command of the various corps:

AMaj . Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, famous in the A
Havana, and the idol of all sections.

AMaj . Gen. Wi |l son, the distinguished cav
great raid was one of the notable events of the Civil War.

AMaj . Gen. Joseph H. Wheel er, OFi ghting
known to all men in the South.

AThe following | ately aqolpnels imthe degularr i gadi e
army, will be here to give young soldiers the benefit of veterans experience, extending
back more than a third of a century.

ABri g. Gen. Burt, | -&ifty enfantryowho tefé here @ri the T
Saturday for Tama.

ABrig. Gen. Summer , | ate col onel of the
of his regiment.

ABri g. Gen. Snider, | ate col aateetleftof t he
that organization.

ABrig. Gen. Compton, | ately given the st a

Aln round number s, the order contempl ate

men in the three arms of the service, viz.
45 regiments of infantry, 45,000 men.
9 regiments of cavalry, 10,000 men.
4 batteries of light artillery, 700 men.



ARegul ar army officers have been for some
thousands of them are nearly ready to start
hi storic field to become partially accli mat e
They are coming in force, and coming sooné

nGen. Boynton stated | ast night, that t he
will be located in camps east of the LaFayette Road, which runs north and south almost
through the center of the park. 60The infar

along Chickamauga Creek, so that water can be had easily. The park can accommodate
50,000 additional soldiers easily, but 60, 00

i \ R

ReedﬁsBridge, Iocatd othe east side of

nGen. Boynton stated that his i nformatior
are to be sent to Chickamauga was meager, but that he knew 50,000 had been ordered
here, and would begin arriving as soon as arrangements can be made for transportation.
He said that the park force would continue drilling wells indefinitely, arrangements
having been made to secure additional dril i

ANotwithstanding the beautiful weat her ,
park as on the previous Sunday. The most of the visitors came down on the special trains
on the Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern railway. The regular train from Carrolton,
brought up a number of Georgians from points on the line who returned home that
evening. A large number of wheelmen from the city came out in the afternoon.

AAt 4 o6clock Chaplain Bateman of the Si
services at the stand back of Kellyédés field
by Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Rood, Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Chambliss and other singers of the city.



There was a large attendance of soldiers who manifested much interest in the services.
Chapl ain Bateman is a good talker and his se

Religioué services at the Park.

nSi-sxty new recruits arrived |l ast night a
train No. 5 of the Southern Railway in charge of Lieut. Barnum and Pvt. Huff of the
Tenth Cavalry. Pvt. Huff had 13 recruits from Boston for the Seventh Infantry, and
Lieut. Barnum had 53 from Fort Slocum, N.Y. to be divided up among the various
commands at the Park. All the recruits were white men, mostly Irish and Germans. They
were a tired, dusty looking set in their new uniforms, and they seemed glad that their
journey was about to end. They remained in the general waiting room at the depot until
11: 10 o6clock I ast ni ght, at which time the
recruits slept, wrote | etters to their relat

AThe first consignment of equipment for
the Park yesterday, and was quickly divided out among the regiments and distributed.
Each man gets two suits of underclothing, trousers, blouse, flannel shirt and two blankets.
The recruits yesterday were supplied with these things, and it was an interesting sight to
witness the distribution. The new men seemed to be transformed at once from gawky,
awkward fellows to quick, sensitive soldiers
habitments. One could not help but realize that it at once becomes an honor and a
pleasure to take service under a government which is now enlisted in so noble a cause.
The new men wore a look of conscious pride as they carried away their new toggery,
feeling that a great change had come into their lives.

AWith the advent of the first regi ment 3
marking the beginning of Camp Thomas, commenced a rush that seemed likely to



overwhelm the local officials of the Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern Railroad, upon

which fel!]l the transportation of t housands
supplies, food and forage, saying nothing of the additional passenger travel, which
foll owed at once as a matter of cour se, al

Southern Railroad will, this morning, complete a large loading platform at Rossville, and

will offer it for the use of the army at Chickamauga Park. This is done to assist the
Chattanooga, Rome and Southern in the even
embarrass themé This generous offer guar ant
troops to and from the parke©eé

Issuing uniforms and equipment to the new soldiers.

Joseph Beiler, the volunteer still in Ohio with thiéQhio Cavalry, wrote in his
di ary: Monday 9 Al was put on guard duty |
for 24 hours had to stay at the guard house all the time | was not out on a post duty well
every thing goes along lovely now we had three pretty good meals today we had ham &
eggs for breakfast browned ribs of beef potatoes & bread for dinner & beef steak & fried
onions & bread for supper we are now soldiers of the U. S. of A. we were sworn in this
evening there were 20 thrown out of troop B.

AThe post of fice business at Battl efield
There are four mails per day, except Sunday, and postmaster Bagley has his hands full
from morning until night distributing the mail to the various regiments. There were
twenty full pouches in the first mail yesterday morning. The transportation of the mail
from Chattanooga to the Battlefield Station has been placed under the jurisdiction of
Postmaster Sharp of this city, and a clerk has been assigned to sort the matrain.the



At the post office, the mail is fixed up in pouches for each regiment, and it is delivered to
the various regimental camps, where it is properly distributed by officers who are
acquainted with the personnel of the command
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Bags of mail on the I6ading Iatform-at Lytle.

AMaj or Gener al Brooke was yeGhattarmogday not.i
Times 0 n May 10, At hat 50,000 of the wvolunte
Chickamauga for active maneuvering, and active preparations for their reception are now
in progress at the park. During the past several days, a large force of men have been at
work, constructing a large warehouse on the government property opposite Battlefield
Station, while numerous sidetracks have been laid by the Chattanooga, Rome, and
Southern railway. A loading station has been built at Rossville by the Southern and
Alabama Great Southern roads, while the Georgia, Western, and Atlantic have put up a
loading station at Ringgold. These increased facilities will all be needed when the troops
commence to arriveeéeé.

AfRecruits are arriving at the park in |a
reached Chickamauga yesterday. The newcomers are from recently established
recruiting stations all over the country. During the past few days many of the recruits are
from the east, coming from Boston, New York and Baltimore. Upon their arrival at the
park the men are sent to the regiments to which they have been assigned by the recruiting
officer. They are taken into camp and given general instructions as to the lijei\dita
soldier. After this preliminary is over, they are turned over to a sergeant and drilled. As a
rule, five or six raw recruits are turned over to one sergeant, who upon taking them into
an open field, and teaches them the regulation army step. In the infantry they are next



provided with a gun and taught how to handle it. In the cavalry the men are provided

with a horse, saddle, and saber. They are first taught to mount and dismount, etc., and
afterward the more difficult part of the tactics. The teaching of these recruits to drill is

easier explained than performed. The average recruit upon entering the army has never
handled a gun, while inevitably they know nothing at all about drilling. The majority of

the recruits are drilled two or three times each day, until they are accustomed to their

duties. After they become proficient in the small squad drill, they are assigned to
companies and permitted to join in the compa

AThe wor k of coll ecting supplies for t
Chickamauga is an undertaking of almost as great magnitude as that of mobilizing the
army itself. The busiest place and the busiest scent in Chattanooga is at the government
supply depot on Boyce Street, which is also the headquarters of Capt. W. K. Wright,
depot commi ssariat and assistant quarter mas
stated to a Times reporter that they would be obliged to rent every vacant room and
warehouse in the business portion of the city in which to store the two and a half million
rations. At the lowest estimate, twenty large storerooms will be necessary to hold this
|l arge quantity of provisionseéeé

AiOn Saturday the proprietor of one of th
every room in his building, and yesterday he had twéwéy applications for rooms
which he could not furnish. The hotels are doing a-affide business and every land
lord and land lady in the city who has rooms, furnished or unfurnished, to rent about a
week ago are now turning applicants awayliesreporter who canvassed the boarding
houses yesterday found that each had received an increase of boarders over the past
weekée

AThe recruiting station of the-oficenth Cav
business yesterday, Lieut. Barton receiving forth applications. Lieut. Barton says that the



applicants, as a rule, are all fine physical specimens. They are not all from this city, but
are drifting in from all parts of the surrounding section As a result, Lieut. Barton has all
the work that he can perform. Out of the forty applicants that were examined yesterday
by Dr. Fain, Lieut. Barton selected the following Negroes on account of their superior
physical qualifications and sent them to the park to jom the regiment:

Augustus Hargraves, o' L
Dallas County, Ala. ' '

Robert Edwards, of Bald
Knob. Ark.

William Graves, a day
| aborer, resid
Alley, this city. and

Martin McBride,
formerly a driver for A. J. Ault,
residing at 308 Lookout St., this

city. 2
This makes a total of eigh
recruits enlisted since the offic
was established. Lieut. Barto
says that this office is the first o - |
any of the four established ¢y !
Knoxville, Atlanta, Louisville,
and this city to secure recruits fa
the Tenth Cavalry, the otherjll
having met with indifferent :
success. Men of the 10" Cavalry.

Joseph Beiler,A0hi o Cavalry, wroted iThisfdiehomsn di ar y:
| was on police duty this afternoon | done
when we had to drill fo the first time sinc

On May 11, theChattanooga Timeannounced that the troops at Chickamauga
had been ordered at once to Tampa. ABy Thi
arrive before that time, Camp George H. Thomas, Chickamauga, will be deserted. Maj.
Gen. Brooke yesterday morning received orders from the war department at Washington
directing him to send all cavalry and infantry tro@sabout 6,000 now encamped at
Chickamauga to southern points without del ay

AThe scent at the Park | ast night was on:
soldier in the camp was up and about until a late hour. One could stand off at some
distance and see the forms of the stalwart men as they roamed about between their tents
and the brilliant light of the campfires. The scenes at the park this morning will be well
worth witnessing. It is expected that several hundred people will be out at an early hour.

Orders have been issued suspending all drills in the various commands and everybody
will devote their entire time to making final preparation for departure.



ARThe soldiers in several of the commands
find them well worn out. They will then have to perform their greatest task, that of
breaking camp. The commanding officers of the four regiments to leave today announced
last night that they would commence breaking camp at daylight and would be loaded and
ready to | eave early in the morning. They
very doubtful if the first two regiments scheduled to depart are ready to go before 9 or 10
o6clock. o

A regiment leaving camp.

The paper also reported an item from Wast
morning for Camp Thomas, Chickamauga. In the field Gen. Wheeler will have command
of the cavalry, and he expects to be among the first to go to Cuba, in fact, he so informed
the members of the Alabama delegation this morning at the train, when they all went to
see him off .o

Joseph Beiler,Ohi o Cavalry, wr ot e: AWednesday 1
the doctor | have a little cold the doctor put me on the no duty list so | don't have any
thing to do at all it rained again this even

nGen. Brookeds provisional army at Chi ck
Three regiments of cavalry, the Second, Third, and Sixth, left yesterday, while three
regiments of infantry will follow today. The remaining two regiments of Cavalry, the
First and Tenth will leave on Friday. The Sixth and Twelfth Infantry are booked to leave
this week, probably not before Sundayé



AAt the camps of the Second, Third, and
Tuesday night packing. They were again up
making the final preparation for their departure. There was an unusual scene of activity
about the camps of the Third and Sixth Cavalry yesterday morning. These two camps
were | ocated adjoining below Lytle hill. A
the signal for lowering of tents. There was hustling and breaking camp, and by 8:25
everything was loaded on wagons, and the soldiers were ready for their long journey to

the coasté It was arranged that the regi men
that there would be no delay in hurrying the troops to Tampa. The Sixth Cavalry
marched to Ringgol d, arriving there about 1

loading from the recently constructed platform, and finished the task late in the afternoon.
Three special trains were provided and the first one left for Tampa soon after the noon
hour, the other departing during the afternoon and evening.

AThe Third |l ost no time in reaching RoOsSs\
were waiting on the Belt rail wayods tracks.
Chattanooga, from which point it went over the Southern system to Tampa. The baggage
wagons, etc., were next loaded, the men going later. The last of the soldiers left Rossville
for Chattanooga last evening. Great crowds gathered at the railroad yards to see them
of f . All of the soldiers were in the best o

AAs stated in a previous article, al |l t h
Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado were provided with beautiful Navajo blankets, which
they purchased from the Indians. Two troops of the Second Cavalry are from New
Mexico, and two more, B and | are from Colorado. The members of these troops, finding
that they had no use for Navajo blankets in this climate, and realizing that they were
likely to prove to be an encumbrance on the coast and in Cuba, were busy during the
hours mentioned, seeking purchasers for their beautiful blankets. Some rare bargains
were struck. One trooper sold a beautiful black and white blanket of exquisite design to a
local merchant for $10, just a third of its actual worth. Another red, yellow, and green
blanket went for $15, and many admirers of art and objects de luxe were in great luck last
night, by securing at a | ow price some of th

AMaj . Gen. Joseph Wheel er, better known
at Chickamauga Par k yesterday morning at C
remembered, has been named by the President to command a division of the volunteer
army to be mobilized at the Chickamauga Camp. Upon receiving his commission at
Washington, he was instructed to come direct to Chickamauga and report to Gen. Brooke
for duty. Gen. Wheeler did not even wait to get his uniform, but packed his valise and
started on his journey south, reaching Chattanooga at 7:40 yesterday morning. He was
met at the depot by Gen. Henry V. Boynton, president of the National Park Commission,
as well Commissioner A. P. Steward, of the Chickamauga Park

AAfter a hasty breakfast at the Central
accompanied by Maj. M. H. Clift and Capt. J. P. Smart of this city boarded the
Chattanooga, Rome, and Southern train for the battlefield. Upon arrival, at the



Battlefield Station, Gen. Wheeler, accompanied by Gens. Boynton and Stewart, was

driven in a carriage to Gen. Brookebds headqg:
Of course none of the volunteers have arrived at the park as yet, and on this account Gen.
Wheel er wil.l have a few dayo6s rest. He has

the past several days and relief from duties for a few days will greatly benefit him.

AA r epr es e Mimesrbde ou to
Chickamauga with Gen. Wheeler. The Gen. Is
years of age, small in stature, and rather sleng
Gen. Wheeler, in many respects, resembled G
Henry V. Boynton, only that he is not quite &
tall. To theTimesman he stated that he was
the best of health and ready to perform any d
to which he might be assigned. The Maj. Ge
stated that he had received no instructions as
his new duti es. He
by the war department to report to Gen. Brooke
Camp Thomas, Chickamauga, immediately,
left Washington on the first train. | have no ide
as to my assignment. Gen. Brooke will look aft .
that . o General Joseph Wheeler.

vas instr

~

noGen. Wheeler, what do you think of the
NnoThe president has devoted his entire

efficient corps of officers to organize the army with great promptness. In doing this, he

has appointed all brigadier generals from the regular United States army and appointed

all brigadier generals of the army as major generals and is now selecting staff officers

upon the same basis. | think there will be but very little work in accomplishing this work.
Recruiting officers have gone out over the country, and | understand that their work is
progressing with a degree of satisfaction. o

nGen. Wheel er w a s Timesinean as aie thee elktenb gf the h e
mobilization at this point. He remarked:

ol know nothing about the volunteer ar m\
have seen in the press dispatches. Before leaving Washington, | heard from Maj. Gen.
Wilson. He stated that he would be in Chickamauga either Friday or Saturday, and |
understand there has been no change in his plans. Maj. Gen. Lee has been requested to
remain in Washington a day or two, to wind up his consular business, and receive
information about his future duties.

n6oGen. Wheeler, do you expect to go to Cu



~ A

Ao I donodt know whet her I wi || go the i sl
career, | never asked for an order, or objected to an order, nor have | asked a moments
delay in obeying an order. Gen Brooke is now my commander, and every effort of mine
will be to promptly and strictly comply with his orders and to make my command
efficient. | take it this way, that the government knows all of the acts, and the soldiers
have nothing to do, save carry out the policies of the administration and obey promptly
the orders of the commanders. As yet | have received no information about going to
Cuba. I am ready to go wherever my commande

AAfter spending some time at the headqua
accompanied by Gen. Van Horn rode over the Chickamauga Park. This is not the first
trip over the battlefield, as is a wddhown fact, Gen. Wheeler took a conspicuous part in
the Battle of Chickamauga. Yesterday was the first time he has been on the field in

year s. As he stood in front of Gen. Br ook
vi ewed the signal corps operations and pass]|
me of ol d ti mes. | am glad to be here again

AGen. Wheeler visited the various camps

between the LaFayette Road and the Chickamauga Creek, where the greater part of the
volunteers are to be camped. He said tdirmaesman that he deemed the park a
handsome place for the mobilization of troops, and that a more suitable spot could not be
found. Last evening Gen. Wheeler returned to the city, accompanied by Hiseld

friend Gen. Henry V. Boynton.

AEverybody was happy at Chickamauga yest e
early train from Chattanooga and paid the soldiers during t
been shipped to Chickamauga and was delivered to the paymasters upon their arrival

thereé I n order to expedite the work, each g
off. About two hours were taken up in paying the soldiers in each command. Each
company was called into Iine, and as the off
AThe out fidt o f an infantry soldier i n tl

which must be carried on campaign is as follows:

2 blankets 10 pounds

1 rubber poncho 2 pounds

1 half shelter tent 2 pounds

1 overcoat 6 pounds

1 pair shoes 2 pounds

1 cake soap 3.5 ounces

1 pair trousers 2 pounds

1 shirt 1 pound

1 pair drawers 11.50 ounces

1 pair socks 3.45 ounces

1 towel 2.50 ounces

1 blanket bag 2 pounds

Haversack and rations 9 pounds



Rifle, bayonet, field belt, scabbard12.5 pounds

Canteen, filled and cup 4.5 pounds
Ammunition,100 rounds 6 pounds
Total 64.5 pounds
AThi s does not i nclude the <c¢lothing, an

tobacco, money, etc., which would make the total nearer 70 pounds. This would make a

fairly good load for a pack mule. By the terms of a recent order from provisional corps
headquarters, the men in the ranks are to be relieved of as much as possible. The
knapsack, tent, blankets, overcoat, canvas half, change of clothing, soap and towels, are

to be carried on a wagon, two of which be furnished to each company. This will take

about seventeen pounds off the shoulders of the tramping soldiers, leaving some forty

seven pounds, which is an awful burden to bear under the tropical sun, where every
pound pulls down with double the force of it

ALI eut . Barton, the officer in charge of
Bates block, received a telegraphic order yesterday morning from adjutant Barnam, of his
regiment, instructing him to send all recruits to Tampa, Fla., instead of New Orleans, La.,
after today, and, i f possibl e, to clothe th
There seems to be no end to the enthusiasm of the colored population of this city and
section, and the office is doing so very well that it is almost certain to be continued.
Yesterday, Lieut. Barton had forty applications for enlistment, out of which number the
following were selected. Samuel M. Jones, laborer, of DeKalb County, Ala., and Charles
C. Senters, laborer of 611 Seventh street of this city. These men were sent to Tampa

pursuant to the | ast order. This makes a to
Still in Ohio, Joseph BeilerIOhi o Cavalry, wrote: AThur s
last night & was still raining this morning the sun came out this noon and dried of the
ground pretty good. 0 0
On May 13, TheChattanooga Timeseported that the men who had left Camp
Thomas for Tampa, FIl orida had arrived with
Chickamauga, 06 the reporter continued, Ai s r

park yesterday, two are scheduled to depart this morning, leaving the First and Tenth
Cavalry to break camp Saturdayeée Nothing out
t

the three infantry regiments. At each of f
immediately to work, packing the baggage that had not been looked after the evening
before. The Second and Seventh broke camp a

very few minutes their baggage was loaded on wagons, and the march to the railway
stations was commenced.

AThe Seventh marched to Rossvill e, and
station, | eaving about 11 o0o6clock over t
Ringgold, the citizens of the little town turned out en masse to witness the departure of
the soldiers. They were not long in loading their train, pulling out promptly at noon. On

t
he



account of the loading facilities at Ringgold, it was impossible for the Sixteenth to load
until in the afternoon, and on this account this regiment did not leave their camp until
about 10 o06clock, when they marched to Ringg

AChattanooga witnessed a fair example of

yesterday. I n fact, it did not take the | oc:;
army had received their pay. Those of the soldiers, both infantry and cavalry, who could

came to town, and what they did for their m
shed tears. They dined at Neddy , <

and elsewhere on oysters and wi
0set 6em up, 6 t
and Harry that came their way, a
Obl ew themsel v
Sergeant J. P. Smith, colored, .
the Tenth Cavalry, was walking uf® =
Market street yesterday afternoo
when his attention in some wa
was attracted to a very ragged litt
Negro boy, about 12 years old.
t ook t he boy
clothing store, where he purchaseg*.
him a complete outfit, hat, shoegs
and clothing, for the sum of $10
and made him put them on. Whe
the boy emerged from the stor fr bl
his companions scarcely {
recognized him, so great was th
metamorphosis. The bootblack =
did a thriving business yesterda
on the strength
day, for every trooper, as soon ¢
he had swallowed a few Manhatta 4 A
cocktails, wanted his boots blacke /
from heel to topec .

A soldier on pay day.

AUsing a slang expression, it mi ght be s
Wednesday night. All of the soldiers were paid off Wednesday, and during the evenings,
the canteens did a lively business. Many of the soldiers imbibed too freely, and painted in
glowing colors Lytle on the hill. In front of the Lytle post office there is a sign. The sign
reads: ORubber Boots For Sale. 0 As there ar
vicinity of the station, the soldiers decided that the sign was as useless as the boots, and
proceeded to perforate the placard with bullets. The fusillade continued for several hours
and the residents of the little village were teistriicken, expecting every moment to be
shot. Several hundred shots were fired. Guards were sent out from the various camps
and a number of the men were arrested and a
their offense. Fortunately, no one was hurt



AA | arge number of the men in the regul a
they are dead game sports, born gamblers who will cheerfully risk money on the turn of a
card and are always ready to sit into a little game. To them, payday in camp is an oasis of
cheerfulness in the desert of dullness, drilling, guard, and fatigue duty. They have
improved their opportunity and in the vicinity of the canteens under the shade of small

groves, a tin horn gambler would find a par a
bottles and the man who asked to tempt fortune had his choice of methods, Poker, chuck

al uck, craps, and the western game ORush Re
foreign partialities had a roulette wheel I
game while the ball roll s. o And they did,
some verbal quarrels, nothing in the shape of a bloody affray occurred. Winners and

|l osers were philosophicalé

Mol s

Card garf\es in camp.

nMaj . Gen. Joe Wheeleré was yesterday o
Tampa, and will command the invading cavalry in Cuba. When Maj. Gen. Wheeler
received his orders, he was at the dedicatory exercises on Snodgrass Hill. As soon as
possible, he left the rostrum and after spending a few moments at the headquarters of
Maj. Gen. Brooke, left for Chattanooga. Gen. Wheeler gave an example of his energy
and activity yesterday. His orders were to go by the first train to Tampa. He left the
speakers rostrunt #éhe park as soon as he received the orders, and reached the city just
twenty minutes before the Southern train was to leave. He had to go to the Read House,
pack his baggage, and get to the Central depot. He secured a hack, while a friend
telephoned the railroad authorities to hold the train for him a few minutes. But the
general did not want the train held. He made up his mind to get off on time, and he did.
He prepared his baggage, purchased his ticket by telephone, and had it waiting when he
readied the station. Several gentlemen who witnessed the feat observed that if the



Spaniards Oexpected to escape Joe Wheeler, t
as they had never done before. Gen. Wheeler

While Wheeler was rushing to leave Chickamauga, Private Joseph B#ilnjdl
Cavalry, wrote in his diary: fAFriday 13. Thi
Chickamauga and we were all day getting read

s R 5 g B

gl ISP A e o a o ,._~’»".’ .‘w-.
A typical company headquarters at Camp Thomas.

ANear |y al |l t he regul ar troops have (I
Chattanooga Times eported on May 14, Afand for the n
present a rather desolate appearance. Early yesterday morning the Eighth and Twelfth
infantry regiments broke camp, leaving immediately for Tampa, Fla. Their ultimate
destination is Key West, from which port the
last two regiments, the First and Tenth Cavalry, will break camp, and go immediately to



Tampa, FIl a. . . Col . Sheridan, adjut ant on Ge
60There wild.l be 40,000 to 50,000 troops mob
trained, and organized for service. 060

One of the thousands of men coming to Chickamauga, Joseph B&i@hid
Cavalry, wrote in his diary: AnMay1l4: We w
start until | 12 o06cl ock & then marched 4 m
got to Cincinatta at 8 o06clock. 0o

AnAlthough reveille was sound in the cava
for the Chattanooga Ti me wrote on May 15, f
6boots and saddlesdé6 was heard. Ordinarily t

this case the delay was chargeable not to the lack but the newness of transportation
facilities. Given six green mules to be driven by one line, and a driver who has never
used that sort of guidance and the feat is more difficult than to tool anfiwand,
because mules are opinionated and set in their ways.

AThe Tent h, under Lt . Col . Bal dwi n, got
northeast slope of Snodgrass Hill, commanded by the four cannons that flank the
monument of the Eighteenth B ] |
Ohio light battery, they were F‘ \ g \ =
at ease until the wagon trai -
was ready. Then th ;
regi ment, mo T
twosd led acry &
the reverse direction from:
that taken by
when they marched to th
succor or Thomas o
September 20, 1863. The
took their way through
Rossville Gap and landed o
the cars at a platform built b
the side of the Belt railroa
near East End.

The 10" Cavalry Regiment.

nil't was 11 o6éclock when the First filed f
Park headquarters, starting on their march to Ringgold, théo&ind at the head of the
col umn, mounted on gray hor ses pl aying i n
Forever,d and the guidons, the stars and st

coat of arms. It was a stirring sight and one to stir the blood and quicken the pulse of man
with martial instincts.
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i The  Tithe Infanyy was the first regiment of regulars to report at the
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park in obedience to the order which
contemplated a massing of troops there, but which was afterwards changed to suit the
new plan of campaign. The First Cavalry was the last command, except a guard, to leave
Camp George H. Thomas, as it has been officially christened.

AThese arrivals and departures comprehenc
of light artillery, all in the army; six [regiments] of cavalry, more than half the total; and
six [regiments] of infantry, nearly 25 percent of that arm of the service. They are good
soldiers, none better in brain and brawn, physically, mentally, and morally, they stand
without peers in the armies of the world. They are plucky and spoiling for a fight.
Whether they tramped away on foot, rode on caissons, or bestrode horses, they went
gladly, following the stars and stripes, and



AChattanooga has | earned to know t hem, al
war bulletins, with a sense of personal interest. May victory perch on their banners, and
may the veterans |ive to tell their grand c
Camp Thomas at the beginning of the War with

ALI eut. Barton, in charge of the Tenth
block received a telegram yesterday morning from Adjutant Barnam of the Tenth Cavalry
stating that Capt. S. L. Woodward of this regiment had been placed in charge of the
regimental recruiting. The telegram further stated that Capt. Woodward had been
directed to proceed to Ft. McPherson, Ga., where all recruits are to be sent pending
further orders. Pursuant to this telegram, Lieut. Barton decided to send his recruits to
Atlanta in squads of twelve at a time, boarding them in this city until he had the required
number. He accordingly advertised for bids and subsequently let the contract to Mrs. M.
V. Lovell, 913 Georgia Ave., at $1 per day each. Lieut. Barton had twenty applicants for
enlistment yesterday. Out of which number he selected the following four:

James Hale, formerly a driver for J. F. Bryan of this city.

Robert Chanley, a laborer of Churchville.

Oscar, laborer.

Edward Wallace, laborer of St. EImo.
This makes a total of twenty men so far enlisted. The recruits above mentioned were sent
to the Lovell boarding house. As soon as Lieut. Barton secures twelve men, he will
provide them with uniforms and send them to Capt. Woodward at Ft. McPherson.

Dyer Field looking north.

Joseph BEhiolCavalrg sad deen one of the first volunteer units to start
to Chickamauga, and he was able to write 1in
forenoon got to Chatanuga at 12 o6clock & t



only 1/4 of mile when it started to rain very hard so we took to shelter where we could
find it till it stoped raining & we had gone but half a mile when it started to rain & hall
the hail was as big as a hickory nut & the rain just poured down all the way to the camp
ground then we had to wait two hours till our tents came the ground was wet our cloth
were ringing wet & we had but one blanket & that was wet but we rolled ourself up in the
bl anket and went to sl eep. o

AThe First Ohi o Volunteer Cavalry, t he |
volunteer army, coming as fast as steam can hasten it, to Camp Thomas in the historic
Chickamauga and Chatt anoGhatanodya Timesepartdr, Par k, 0
had an experience yesterday that it is safe to say every one if the members will remember
while he lives.

AThe first battalion reached Lytle at no
officers, and one for a baggage. The second battalion came up nearly an hour later, the
trains resting side by side. Lieut. Col. Day, with his adjutant and quartermaster, had in
the meantime gone to the headquarters of the provisional corps to report the coming of
the command and to be assigned a camp ground, upon his return each battalion was
ordered to fall in, left the cars, and formed in line by companies. The men are fine
looking physically, well built, and intelligent in appearance, but they are not soldiers,
only raw material from which soldiers will be made. There are two exceptions, however
to the rawness. Company H has been until recently a crack light battery in Cincinnati, its
members being uniformed and partly equipped.
been broken into quarters, one of them being assigned to each company from Cleveland,
in the first battalion, and they have blue clothes, carbines, and sabers. On the principal
t hat 6a I|ittle | eaven | eaveneth the whol e
absolutely new recruits will bring about good results. The remainder of the men had no
uniforms or equipment, some blankets, for the most part yellow, rolled, tied, and slung
over the left shoulders. In comparison with the thoroughly equipped regiments they were
a motley crew, but that they had made a most excellent beginning in drill and discipline
was very soon made manifest.

AWhen they were in | ine, with fours coun
fall. They came thicker and faster, yet the young soldiers paid no heed, but marching in
step went on under the shower, which became a heavy downpour. The column, on

command, took <cover |l iterally wunder the qua
moments later, the sun came out in an April day fashion, the Ohio boys came out also,
formed | ine, went by o6fours righto and star

beingcalled that way and made another call on his resources. The rain began again as if
a heavy shower bath had been turned on, and thick among the drops were frozen ones,
hail as large as bullets. Still the First went on grimly, the joke on them not being a dry
one until they reached the camp of the First regular cavalry, vacated the day before, when
its former occupants started for Cuba, via Tampa. The contrasting conditions between the
First and First second were as different as possible. The vetevaersdiad everything
needed for soldiers and a wagon train long enough for a division of infantry. The recruits
had not even experience, but they were getting it fast. One went away on horseback to



take sleepers, and this left sleepers to march in the rain and when tents were issued to
them, to pitch their canvas shelters and sleep as best they could. There are other things in
war: its glitter and glamour. The trade of a soldier has its unpleasantness like everything
else on this mundane sphere. Meanwhile, the dry and comfortable cars stood empty on
the track. But things soon changed for the better. The sun came out, tents were drawn,
seventeen to a company, fires were started, and the work of pitching camp went on
rapidly and in a serviebke way, and in due time the First was at home in its new
surroundings. o

i

The cap of the ® Ohio Cavalry Regiment.

,,,,,,

Joseph Beiler,AOhi o Cavalry, wrote; AiMonday 16:
tents secure put a flor in & dug ditches aro

Throughout the day, more and more regiments arrived at the Park. The camps
spread out over the grounds.

AThe <citizens of Chatt anoog&hattaeapgan t o anp
Timesst ated May 17, Awhat the recent order of
regiments of the volunteer army to Chickamauga Park for mobilization and organization
meant. Eight regiments of volunteers means something over 8,00® mognat the
parkd and that is hardly a beginning. Eight regiments of regulars, recently here, only
contained about 4,000 men, because they were not full to war strength. Volunteer
regiments rast be filled before they are mustered in. From this time on, for many days
there will be arrivals of from 4,000 to 5,000 men each day, until the 60,000 are all
encamped on the historic fields to which they have been assigned. Gen. Brooke and his
staff are read for them. The park has been laid off into camps, and the assignments will



be rapidly made as the troops arrive. The arrivals yesterday were as well handled as
could be expected. The men suffered somewhat for water, and it has been suggested that

the city authorities provide some way by which soldiers arriving in the city may have a
public place at which they can quench their

Free time in camp.

Some of the units listed as already being in camp at the park included the 5
lllinois Infantry, 3¢ lllinois Infantry, 4" Ohio Infantry 108 Indiana Infantry, %
Pennsylvania Infantry,s10hio Infantry, 3 Wisconsin Infantry, 8 lllinois Infantry, and
Batteries 26 and 27 of the Indiana Artillery. The"t@%antry regiment is notable in that
it was commanded by Colonel George M. Studebaker, secretary of the famous
manufacturing company bearing his name that turned out stages and wagons, who was at
this time 85 years of age. THEmes reporter was highly impressed with thé& 3
Wi sconsin Infantry. AThe soldiers of this r
men, and more like regulars. They did not indulge in any foolishness, or horse play like
the soldiers of a good many other regiments.

Lieutenant Barton continued with his recruiting efforts for the Tenth Cavalry. On
this day the Times reported that a local man named Joseph Larue came to the recruiting
office. The man passed his interview and physical and was just about to be recruited

when fAhis wife appeared on the scene, grabbe
home. O
nGen. Br ooke i ssued hi s first order fro

volunteer army yesterday morning, according to which Maj. Gen. James H. Wilson, of
Delaware, is assigned to command the first division provisional army corps, composed of
three brigades of four regiments each. Almost simultaneously a second order was issued



assigning Brigadier Generals A. S. Burt, H. W. Lawton, and C. E. Compton to command
brigades under Gen Wilson. Gen. Burt will command the First Ohio, the Third

Wisconsin, and the Fifth lllinois, which yesterday were assigned to him by Gen. Wilson.
The Third lllinois and Fourth Ohio will be commanded by Gen. Compton. The other

regiments will be assigned to divisions upon their arrival at the park. The first Ohio

Cavalry has not been brigaded as yet. The work or organization will continue as the
troops arrive. o

Bathing in Chickamauga Creek

Joseph Beiler,¥Ohi o Cavalry, wr ot e: Tuesday 17:
good drill in the afternoon we went to a creek about 3 miles away to get a wash..

The white tent city of Uncl e Sambés vol
dl y gr owiCmtanodga Wimestne Wehdenes day, May 18.
00 of the fl ower and pride of Americads
, ready to die for their countryds honor
Chickamauga Park, while many trains arrived at Rossville, Ga., six miles from the

camping grounds, and marched to their quarters. By sundown eleven regiments of
infantry and one of cavalry, had arrived, along with two batteries of light artillery,
numbering in all about 13,000 men. While this number of men are now in camp, the rail

yards of Chattanooga, and the line of the Chattanooga, Rome and Southern railway
between this city and Rossville, is lined with commandsoeite to Camp Thomas.
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nGen. Brooke stated | ate in the afternoor
troops now en route and that he expected them to continue to arrive at the rate of seven or
eight thousand a day. While the troops are arriving the organization of the army is
rapidly being completed. Upon the arrival of the troops at the park, their colonels, or the



commanding officers report to Gen. Brooke. They are assigned from the provisional
ar my headquarters to the di vision command e
headquarters, they are turned over to the brigade commander, and finally get into camp.

The Kelly house on the east side of the La Fayette Road.

AAll the troops so far in camp are | ocat e
the LaFayette road in the Kelly, Poe, Bortherton, and Viniard fields. The entire ridge is
thickly wooded and makes an admirable camping ground for the troops. In front of the
ridge for a distance of four and a half miles is an open field, running along the LaFayette
road. This will be used for drill purposes, affording ample accommodations for the entire
army. A number of new wells are now being drilled on the camp ground. Brig.Gen.
Wil son said yesterday, as he | ooked upon t he
are certainly a lot of fine fellows. They are fine men, many of them having seen hard
service and will drop into the routine of camp life and military instruction without

A

troubl e. 6

AThe First division of the First provi si
regi ments have been assigned to the Second
scarcity of brigadier generals at Chickamauga. Gen. Brooke said yesterday afternoon that
the organization will be completed as rapidly as possible. The work of receiving the
troops and assigning them to their positions was a big task.

Joseph Beiler,sOhi o Caval ry, wrote in his diary,
we had a very warm drill it was about 90 in the shade this afternoon | had my hair cliped
short we drilled awhile this afternoon for t



